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•	 Climb	trees	(our	campus	provides	a	natural	playground	for	our	students;	however,	in	order	to		
	 care	for	the	trees/plants	around	us	and	for	the	students’	safety,	tree	climbing	is	not	permitted).
•	 Damage	school	resources	such	as	books	and	other	learning	materials.
•	 Possess,	use	or	furnish	others	with	tobacco,	cigarettes,	alcohol,	drugs,	and	any	illegal	or	 
	 controlled	substances	either	on	or	off-campus.	Parents	and	staff	must	also	observe	these	rules		
	 during	school-related	field	trips	and	activities	where	adults	are	supervising	students.
•	 Bring	meat	or	fish	to	school	or	any	school-related	activities,	including	field	trips	or	camping.		
 Further information on food guidelines is listed in the “Food and Lunch” section.
• Leave campus during school hours without permission from a teacher or director.
• Bring or use guns, knives, martial arts weapons, chemicals or explosives at school.
•	 Play	with	sticks	anytime	or	anywhere	on	campus.	
•	 Bring	toys	or	money	to	school	(except	funds	necessary	for	phone,	bus,	lunch,	etc.).

Students	or	families	who	do	not	respect	the	behavioral	guidelines	may	not	continue	at	Oak	Grove.	This	
includes	behavior	by	students	and/or	parents	that	damages	the	reputation	and	well-being	of	Oak	Grove.	
The	school	can	ask	a	student	to	leave	solely	on	the	grounds	that	the	student’s	parents	are	intrusive	or	
uncooperative.
 
PLAYGROUND	BEHAVIOR	
In	addition	to	those	listed	above,	students	are	asked	to	follow	these	safety	guidelines:	
 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY	USE	
Increased	use	of	electronics	for	non-educational	purposes	(including	cell	phones,	I-pods,	and	I-pads)	
has	become	a	notable	distraction	in	the	learning	environment	and	we	ask	students	to	view	their	time	at	
school as time to “unplug” from the steady stream of electronic “entertainment” input while they are at 
school.

•	 Students	in	Preschool	-	3rd	grade	may	not	bring	electronic	devices	(including	cell	phones)	to		
 school.  
•	 Students	in	4th	–	6th	may	not	bring	electronic	devices	except	for	a	cell	phone	to	school	and			
	 then	they	must	abide	by	the	Cell	Phone	Policy.
•	 Students	in	7th	–	12th	should	refer	to	policies	on	laptop/I-pad	usage	in	the	Secondary	School		
	 Handbook	Agreement.
•	 CELL	PHONE	POLICY:		Students	in	4th	–	12th	may	bring	a	cell	phone	to	school	but	it	must		
	 be	“off”	and	stored	in	a	backpack	between	the	hours	of	7:45	and	3:15.		We	ask	that	parents			
	 refrain	from	messaging	students	during	the	day.			Urgent	messages	can	be	processed	through		
	 the	Front	Office	(ECP/Elementary/JH	and	HS	after	noon)	or	the	HS	Office	(for	HS	until	noon).	

Violation	of	these	guidelines	will	result	in	the	electronic	device	or	cell	phone	being	confiscated	for	
the	remainder	of	the	day.		Persistent	violation	of	these	guidelines	will	be	addressed	by	the	appropriate	
administrator.	WE	ASK	THAT	ALL	ADULTS	IN	THE	COMMUNITY	MODEL	APPROPRIATE	
CELL	PHONE	USAGE	ON	CAMPUS.	

• Do not play running games under or on   
 play structures or rocks.
• Do not throw stones, dirt, sand, etc.
•	 Wear	bathing	suits	or	shorts	for	water		 	
 play.

• Do not play in the storage sheds.
•	 Wear	shoes	at	all	times	(occasional	 
	 exceptions	for	water	play).
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Computers: Research and schoolwork are the approved uses for school computers. The following 
“netiquette”	must	be	observed	while	using	school	computers:	
 

A Technology “Code of Ethics” is currently being developed and will be available soon.

DRESS
Students	are	asked	to	dress	in	a	manner	that	reflects	consideration	of	what	is	appropriate	to	a	
community	and	place	of	learning	that	includes	a	broad	spectrum	of	constituents	(the	very	young,	
parents,	faculty,	guests,	etc.).		Consensus	over	time	has	established	that	the	community	as	a	whole	feels	
most	comfortable	in	an	environment	where	focus	is	placed	on	inner	worth	rather	than	outer	appearance;	
where	students	wear	modest,	comfortable,	functional	and	practical	attire	rather	than	extremes	in	
fashion. Consider the following guidelines:

Shoes:	State	law	requires	shoes	to	be	worn	at	all	times	on	school	campuses.	(This	includes	staff,	parents,	
children,	and	all	guests.)	Students	are	required	to	wear	closed-toe	athletic	or	tennis	shoes	for	physical	
education	classes	and	sports	activities.	Light	cotton	shoes,	plastic	shoes,	sandals,	high-heeled	or	
platform shoes are not appropriate.

Variety	of	activities:	Students	engage	in	a	wide	variety	of	both	indoor	and	outdoor	activities,	including	
ceramics, art, gardening and physical education. Choice of clothing should not interfere with full 
participation.	Junior	High	and	HS	students	need	to	wear	appropriate	PE	attire	(shorts,	sweats,	&	tees).

Weather:	Temperature	can	vary	30	degrees	within	a	single	day;	therefore,	students	should	consider	
dressing in layers.     

Health	&	Safety:	Some	clothes	and	accessories	may	interrupt	and/or	be	unsafe	for	certain	activities	
(dangling	earrings	or	bracelets,	scarves,	etc.).

Appropriateness:		Clothing	should	not	be	distracting	or	offensive	in	the	learning	environment	
(provocative	or	drawing	inordinate	attention	to	the	wearer).		Students	are	asked	to	cover	belly	
buttons,	cleavage,	and	underwear.		Boys’	pants	must	cover	boxers;	girls’	skirts	and	shorts	should	be	
of	a	reasonable	length	(i.e.	provide	complete	coverage	of	the	buttocks	and	underwear	when	standing,	
sitting,	kneeling,	or	bending	over).	

DO
• Use computers for educational purposes: 
	 research	and	school	projects
• Respect copyright laws and intellectual 
 property laws

DO	NOT
•			Use	Internet	without	adult	supervision
•   Download, install or change software
•   Change anything on the computer  
	 (this	includes	background	images,	etc.)
•	 Download	anything	from	the	Internet	without	
 permission
• Chat on any site
• Give out any personal information  
	 (name,	phone	number,	passwords	or	address)
•	 Bring	food	or	drink	to	the	computer	labs	or		 	
 near any computer equipment 
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Students must not wear clothing with logos depicting drug use, profanity, violence or other images that 
could cause offense or discomfort to a viewer.		A	good	rule	of	thumb	is	to	ask:	would	this	be	acceptable	
amongst	3	or	4	year	olds	or	visiting	grandparents?		It	is	left	to	the	discretion	of	staff	members	to	address	
students	individually	if	dress	appears	inappropriate;	a	student	may	be	given	alternative	clothing	to	wear,	
parents	may	be	contacted	to	bring	alternative	clothing,	or	the	student	may	be	sent	home	to	change	
clothes.

EXPECTATIONS	ON	INTIMATE	BEHAVIOR
Students in the older grades sometimes form romantic relationships with classmates – this is normal. 
However,	the	school	asks	that	students	in	this	situation	refrain	from	public	displays	of	affection	while	at	
school in respect for the unique environment of the school setting. 

BIRTHDAYS
The	school	asks	that	parents	celebrate	children’s	birthdays	at	home,	and	that	parties	include	everyone	
in	the	class	when	possible	or	when	not	possible,	or	in	early	childhood,	include	only	one	or	two	close	
friends.	If	only	some	students	are	invited	from	a	class	and	not	all,	feelings	can	be	easily	hurt	so	we	ask	
that	parents	be	sensitive	to	feelings	of	exclusion.	All	invitations	should	be	handled	through	the	mail,	
email	or	by	phone	rather	than	distributed	at	school.	Gift	giving	and	discussions	about	party	plans	belong	
outside of school hours.  

Children’s	birthdays	are	acknowledged	in	various	ways	in	homerooms.	Some	parents	and	children	
like	to	bring	a	birthday	snack	for	others	to	enjoy	on	the	birthday.	If	this	is	the	case	we	request	that	
the	birthday	snack	be	healthful	and	nutritious	and	not	candy	or	highly	processed	or	sugary	foods.	
Homeroom teachers can provide lists of nutritious snack ideas if parents need any.

FAMILY	ENVIRONMENT
Parents	who	enroll	a	child	at	Oak	Grove	are	asked	to	support	and	encourage	a	family	environment	that	
reflects	the	intention	of	the	school.	Some	examples	of	practices	in	the	home	that	would	be	consistent	
with	those	employed	by	Oak	Grove	teachers	are	listed	here.	Many	of	these	suggestions	will	be	discussed	
in parent meetings. 
 
•	 respecting	children’s	learning	style	and	pace
•	 setting	boundaries	and	limits	and	following	through	with	logical	consequences	rather	than	using		
 rewards and punishments
•	 establishing	screen-free	family	time
• relating to nature and caring for the environment 
•	 establishing	quiet	times	or	times	of	solitude	
•	 giving	age-appropriate	responsibilities	to	develop	life	skills
• addressing media issues
• attending to food, diet, health, exercise

With	respect	to	all	students,	we	ask	that	play-dates	be	made	outside	of	school.	Students	will	not	be	
permitted	to	set	up	play-dates	during	the	school	day.	
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TELEVISION	&	MEDIA	EXPOSURE
Among	the	issues	with	which	the	school	staff	is	centrally	concerned	is	popular	culture’s	influence	on	
children.	Through	electronic,	audio	and	print	media,	children	are	subjected	to	highly	potent	messages	
about	life,	often	not	those	we	would	wish	to	inculcate	in	our	children,	regarding	sexuality,	drug	use,	
violence,	and	a	materialistic	orientation	toward	life.		Media	can	influence	many	aspects	of	a	student’s	
life and perception and at Oak Grove School we feel it is important for parents and teachers to assist 
students	in	cultivating	critical	judgment	so	that	they	become	discriminating	adults.	It	is	not	possible	to	
shield	students	entirely	from	the	media	even	while	still	young,	but	we	ask	parents	to	take	responsibility	
for regulating and monitoring student access to media.  

With	the	advent	of	handheld	devices	such	as	I-phones	and	I-Pads	that	give	children	direct	access	to	the	
internet	and	social	media	(without	the	benefit	of	adult	supervision),	parents	need	to	consider	the	pitfalls	
and	dangers	against	the	benefits	of	putting	such	powerful	tools	into	the	hands	of	children.	We	strongly	
recommend	that	parents	peruse	the	resource:	commonsensemedia.org	both	for	“media	ratings”	of	
movies and video games as well as tips for parents in considering these issues.

Additionally,	family	values	with	regard	to	media	need	to	be	discussed	in	the	home.	Some	things	to	
consider and discuss together as a family:

• Does time spent with media take time away from other activities or direct experiences? 
• Does time spent with media divert attention from direct family communication?  
• What messages are delivered via media regarding gender and age roles, sexuality, power, drugs,  
 money and commodity consumption? 
• What effects does media exposure have on creativity, resourcefulness, school achievement, general  
	 health	and	physical	fitness?	
• What would happen in your household if media was reduced or altogether turned off for one week,  
 one month or one year?
• Does media exposure affect our sensitivity to the natural world?  

We ask that students not watch television or videos or play video or computer games in the mornings 
before	coming	to	school,	and	that	parents	give	careful	consideration	to	the	content	of	such	games	and	
programs	and	limit	children’s	time	spent	on	such	activities	during	the	school	week.

If	students	regularly	display	aggressive,	violent,	or	inappropriate	behavior	at	school	that	appears	to	be	
based	on	over-exposure	to	media,	teachers	will	address	this	with	parents	accordingly.
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COMMUNICATION AND 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION PROTOCOLS

“Communication	is	not	only	the	exchange	of	words,	however	articulate	and	clear	those	words	may	be;	
it	is	much	deeper	than	that.	Communication	is	learning	from	each	other,	understanding	each	other;	and	
this	comes	to	an	end	when	you	have	taken	a	definite	stand	about	some	trivial	or	not	fully	thought-out	
act.” Krishamurti, Letters to the Schools

In	line	with	the	school’s	intent,	a	mindful	approach	to	communication	and	conflict	resolution	is	
extremely important.  For that reason, we have developed the following protocols.

ON	CAMPUS	–	STUDENT-TO-STUDENT	CONFLICT	
Nurturing	students’	social	and	emotional	growth	by	actively	assisting	them	in	resolving	interpersonal	
conflicts	is	at	the	core	of	our	mission.	We	encourage	students	(and	parents)	to	see	conflict	not	as	
a	“problem”	but	as	an	“opportunity”	for	students	to	learn	about	themselves	and	others	and	their	
relationship	to	the	world.	It	is	an	opportunity	to	develop	communication	and	conflict	resolution	skills	
that will last them a lifetime.  

All	Oak	Grove	teachers	are	trained	and	experienced	in	strategies	that	help	students	deal	with	conflict.	
Too	numerous	to	list,	here	are	a	few	examples:	P.A.W.S.S.	(put	attention	within	for	sixty	seconds),	“I	
messages”,	empathic	listening,	the	council	process,	the	no-fault	zone	game,	Wheel	of	Choice,	Peace	
Bridge,	and	the	self-reflection	process.			

Most	teachers	are	attentive	to	when	students	are	struggling	to	deal	with	an	interpersonal	challenge	but	
when	incidents	happen	at	school	that	teachers	may	not	be	aware	of,	students	are	encouraged	to	“ask	
a	teacher	for	help”	in	the	same	way	they	would	“ask	for	help”	with	an	academic	problem.	Students	
and	teachers	can	also	ask	for	assistance	from	the	Director	of	Elementary	Program	and	the	Director	of	
Secondary	Program.	

Teachers	can	only	assist	students	if	they	are	aware	of	the	conflict	a	student	is	dealing	with.	Parents	can	
help!	If	your	student	describes	an	interpersonal	problem	happening	at	school,	ask	them	what	adult	
they spoke with and if they answer “no one”, please encourage them to speak with a teacher and “ask 
for	help”.	Remember	that	conflict	is	a	part	of	life	and	learning.	When	you	hear	about	a	problem	from	
your	child,	help	them	bring	it	to	the	attention	of	a	teacher	so	that	teachers	can	help	with	fact-checking	
and	exploring	feelings	and	needs	together.	Please	help	teachers	to	support	your	child	with	conflicts	
at	school	by	responding	calmly	and	trust	that	the	school	will	take	the	necessary	steps	to	help	students	
reach understanding and resolution. 
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WITHIN	OUR	COMMUNITY	–	
GENERAL	CONCERNS	AND	STUDENT	OR	PARENT	TO	TEACHER	CONFLICTS	
Small	school	communities	such	as	ours	depend	on	honest,	reflective,	sensitive	and	caring	forms	of	
communication	between	students,	parents,	and	teachers	that	above	all	consider	what	we	are	modeling	
for	growing	children.	We	ask	all	members	of	our	community	to	consider	the	following	when	met	with	a	
concern	or	conflict.

Step One	–	Asking	questions,	fact-finding,	and	clarifying	situations	before	taking	action:	In	the	world	
of	mediation	and	conflict	resolution,	it	is	often	the	case	that	a	conflict	could	have	been	avoided	had	the	
parties	involved	gathered	more	information.	Sometimes	a	concern	is	based	on	limited	information,	a	
misunderstanding,	or	a	rumor	followed	by	misinformed	reaction	that	then	escalates	into	conflict.		If	a	
student	or	parent	has	a	concern,	we	ask	that	the	first	step	taken	be	to	SPEAK	WITH	THE	PARTIES	
INVOLVED	WITH	AN	OPEN	MIND;	ASK	QUESTIONS	and	CLARIFY	before	passing	judgment	
or	passing	information	on	to	others.		This	approach	can	often	resolve	concerns	before	they	become	
conflicts.

Step Two	–	Direct	communication	with	other	party:	When	a	genuine	concern	or	conflict	is	evident,	
THE	FIRST	ATTEMPT	AT	RESOLUTION	MUST	BE	DIRECTLY	WITH	THE	OTHER	PARTY.		
We	ask	that	students	and	parents	do	this	before	speaking	to	uninvolved	parties	which	frequently	
complicates	the	original	problem.	We	also	ask	that	communication	be	made	by	setting	up	a	face	to	face	
meeting	with	the	other	party.	PLEASE	DO	NOT	USE	EMAIL	TO	COMMUNICATE	SENSITIVE	
ISSUES.

STUDENT-TO-TEACHER	CONFLICT
Younger students have two options: they can ask their parents to represent them or they may represent 
themselves.	High	school	students	usually	represent	themselves.	A	meeting	should	be	arranged	directly	
with	the	teacher.	If	a	student	needs	help	in	making	this	direct	communication,	they	should	ask	another	
adult or their parents to assist. 

PARENTS-TO-TEACHER	CONFLICT
Parents	are	asked	to	contact	the	teacher	directly	and	set	up	a	meeting	to	discuss	the	issue.		
Experience	has	borne	out	that	this	step	usually	resolves	the	issue.
Step Three	–	Mediation:	If	Step	One	and	Two	do	not	result	in	satisfactory	resolution,	students	and	
parents should seek help with mediation from the relevant Student Support Team:

Group	C	–	6th	–	Homeroom	teacher,	POD	Coordinator,	Director	of	Elementary	Program
Grades	7th	–	12th	–	Homeroom	Teacher	or	Advisor,	Director	of	Secondary	Program

ECP	parents	should	contact	the	Director	of	ECP.

Final Step:	When	all	possible	attempts	at	resolution	have	been	exhausted,	the	Head	of	School	will	be	
contacted	by	the	Student	Support	Team.	If	this	final	mediation	does	not	result	in	resolution,	the	Head	
of School will consider the various points of view and decide what action to take. For secondary school 
students, the Head of School, Secondary School Director and selected secondary faculty may, in serious 
cases,	set	up	a	student/staff	disciplinary	committee	to	hear	and	resolve	the	issue.		
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PARENT-TO-PARENT	CONFLICT
Occasionally	misunderstandings	or	conflicts	arise	between	parents.	While	it	is	not	appropriate	for	
the	school	to	interfere	in	parent-to-parent	relationships,	we	ask	that	parents	adhere	to	the	same	
communication	and	conflict	resolution	protocols	that	we	are	modeling	for	the	children	at	school.	Please	
always	use	respectful	language	when	communicating	with	other	parents	and	if	a	concern	or	conflict	
arises,	utilize	the	communication	protocols	outlined	above	in	step	one	(fact-finding/clarification)	and	
two	(direct	and	in-person	communication).	There	is	nothing	more	powerful	for	children	than	seeing	
their parents use mindful and compassionate communication and take a calm approach to resolving 
conflict.	Parents	are	their	children’s	most	important	role-models	and	teachers!			

DISCIPLINARY	PROTOCOLS
At Oak Grove School teachers do not engage in conventional systems of reward and punishment or 
fear-based,	coercive,	manipulative	strategies,	but	seek	to	understand	with	the	students	the	causes	for	
behavior,	and	with	the	older	students,	the	roots	of	cultural	conditioning	passed	on	for	generations.	The	
art of relationship and the very deep intelligence that Krishnamurti suggest, grow from asking questions 
and	listening	deeply	to	life	and	to	each	other.	These	inquiries	into	the	“book	of	oneself	and	the	mirror	
of	relationship”	are	nurtured	by	care	and	attention.		At	all	times	we	strive	to	create	a	climate	that	is	safe	
and	conducive	to	learning	for	both	staff	and	students.	When	behavioral	difficulties	arise	our	intention	
is	to	resolve	them	by	speaking	directly	to	the	person/student	involved	and	utilizing	the	many	varied	
strategies	at	our	disposal.	In	most	cases	issues	will	be	resolved	this	way.	Sometimes	they	will	not.	For	
those cases we have a disciplinary protocol. 

ELEMENTARY	SCHOOL	DISCIPLINARY	PROTOCOL

1.	 Verbal	redirection
2.	 One-on-one	conference	with	teacher	and	break	from	activity-	email	or	call	home	to	let	parents		
	 know	how	it’s	going
3.	 [Note:	If	the	severity	of	the	behavior	calls	for	further	action,	a	regrouping	time	will	be	taken,	and		
	 steps	4	and	5	will	be	taken.]
4.	 Regrouping	time-	phone	call	home
5.	 Conference	with	Director	of	Elementary	Program
6. Conference with parents
7.	 Conference	with	Director	of	Elementary	Program,	parents	and	Head	of	School

SECONDARY	SCHOOL	DISCIPLINARY	PROTOCOL
 
Step	1:	First	Major	Offence

• The	matter	is	referred	to	the	Director	of	the	Secondary	School	by	staff.
• The	student	will	receive	a	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.			
• There	will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.
• The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
• The	student	may	be	asked	to	go	home	for	the	remainder	of	the	day.
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Step	2:	Second	Major	Offence
• The	student	will	receive	a	second	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.			There	
• will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.
• The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
• There	will	be	a	meeting	with	parents,	Director,	Homeroom	Teacher	(7th	–	8th)	or	Advisor	
• (9th	–	12th),	and	any	other	relevant	parties.
• An	agreement	will	be	created.

 
Step	3:	Third	Major	Offence	

• If	the	student	violates	the	agreement	drafted	in	step	2	or	there	are	other	issues,	there	will	be	a	
disciplinary panel hearing.

• The	parents	will	be	contacted.
• The student will write an account of what happened.
• The	Head	of	School	and	Director	will	appoint	the	members	of	the	disciplinary	panel.
• The	student	will	appear	before	the	panel	and	has	the	right	to	bring	someone	with	them	who	can	

be	their	advocate.	Usually	this	will	be	a	parent.
• The disciplinary panel will decide on the appropriate consequence for the offense.  

Loss	of	privileges,	lowering	of	grade,	probation,	suspension	and	expulsion	are	some	possible	
rulings.*

• The	panel	will	document	its	decision	and	a	copy	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.
• The Head of School needs to approve the ruling.

Step 4: Further Offences 
• In	the	case	that	the	disciplinary	panel’s	ruling	in	step	3	was	not	expulsion,	any	further	offenses	

are	brought	before	the	panel.
• The	procedure	will	be	identical	to	step	3.

A	major	offense	is	defined	as	an	event	or	a	series	of	events	that	violate	the	rules	of	Oak	Grove	School	as	
described	in	the	Handbook	and	is	sufficiently	serious	for	staff	to	feel	that	the	Director	and	parents	need	
to	be	involved.	Some	examples:	Repeated	instances	of	disruptive	behavior	that	have	been	addressed	
by	several	teachers;	disrespecting	teachers;	non-compliance	with	teacher	requests;	refusal	to	do	
homework.
 
The	following	offenses	will	be	directly	brought	before	the	disciplinary	panel:	drug	and	alcohol	use;	
instances	of	verbal	or	physical	violence;	possession	of	weapons.		On	occasions	when	the	offense	is	
severe	enough	to	give	cause	for	safety,	at	the	discretion	of	the	Head	of	School,	a	student	may	be	asked	to	
leave the school without convening a disciplinary panel.

The	final	decision	regarding	the	status	of	a	student	asked	to	leave	the	school	will	be	at	the	sole	
discretion of the Head of School who will meet with the family in the presence of a witness.  
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HOMEWORK, ASSESSMENT & PLACEMENT
HOMEWORK
Homework is an opportunity for practicing skills outside of the classroom environment, and reinforcing 
the transfer of knowledge and skills. Homework is also an opportunity for students to share what they 
are	learning	in	school	with	families	at	home.	Homework	is	assigned	on	a	regular	basis	and	is	important	
to the educational program at Oak Grove. Homework is tailored to serve different purposes at different 
levels, taking developmental appropriateness into account. 

In	the	early	elementary	years	the	goal	of	homework	is	to	foster	a	positive	attitude	toward	learning	
and	a	sense	of	responsibility	and	follow-through.	Students	will	need	support	from	adults	in	acquiring	
homework skills in order to complete assignments. 

For	upper	elementary	students	homework	also	builds	autonomy,	independent	thinking	and	specific	
skills.	Homework	is	the	responsibility	of	the	student,	not	the	parents,	and	is	an	indicator	for	teachers	
of what students can complete independently. However, parents are asked to support students in 
managing time, completing assignments, and organizing homework materials. 

Junior high and high school students are expected to independently complete homework assignments 
that	are	high	quality,	reflect	learning,	and	are	turned	in	by	the	due	date.	

Homework Guidelines
  • Early Elementary 15 – 30 minutes
  • Upper Elementary 40 – 60 minutes
  • Junior High  60 – 120 minutes
  • High School  90 – 120 minutes

Although	general	guidelines	exist	for	the	amount	of	homework	for	each	group,	there	will	be	times	when	
extra	time	and	effort	will	be	necessary	such	as	when	completing	a	research	paper;	at	other	times,	less	
homework	will	be	required	such	as	before	camping	trips.	

Standards	for	acceptable	homework	reflect	the	level	of	the	student	and	the	nature	of	the	assignment.	
Unacceptable	or	incomplete	homework	must	be	made	up,	with	arrangements	made	individually	
between	student	and	teacher.	Homework	policies	for	high	school	students	appear	in	the	High	School	
Handbook	Agreement	and	teachers’	syllabi,	and	policies	for	junior	high	students	can	be	found	in	the	JH	
class	syllabi.
 
 
STUDENT	REPORTS	AND	CONFERENCES
Progress	reports	for	Kindergarten,	Elementary	and	Junior	High	students	are	written	two	times	each	
academic year and serve to update parents on the academic skills and progress students have made. 
Reports	will	be	emailed	to	parents	following	each	semester	in	January	and	June,	unless	parents	have	
notified	the	Main	House	office	staff	that	they	prefer	US	Mail.	Parents	can	obtain	a	paper	copy	of	reports	
by	calling	the	Main	House	front	office.	These	are	narrative	in	nature	and	are	not	sent	to	other	schools	
unless	requested	by	the	parent.	The	official	transcript	consists	of	a	letter	listing	general	areas	of	study,	
years of enrollment and a statement of satisfactory or unsatisfactory progress. 
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Parent-Teacher	conferences	for	all	grade	levels	are	held	twice	annually	in	October	and	March.	The	
school	requests	that	both	parents	or	primary	caregivers	attend	these	conferences	if	at	all	possible.		
Upper	elementary	and	junior	high	students	attend	the	March	conference	with	their	parents	for	a	
student-led	conference.		An	optional	end-of-the-year	conference	may	also	be	held	in	June	at	the	request	
of either parent or teacher.  

HIGH	SCHOOL
In	order	to	meet	University	of	California	entry	requirements,	students	in	grades	9	-	12	receive	letter	
grades at the end of each semester. Semester grades and narratives are sent home via email in January 
and	June.	Semester	grades	are	recorded	on	the	students’	official	high	school	transcript.	Mid-semester	
progress	is	articulated	at	the	mid-semester	student-led	conferences	that	take	place	in	October	and	
March.	High	school	students	attend	both	October	and	March	conferences	with	their	parents.	Parents	or	
teachers may request additional conferences during the year.
 

ASSESSMENT
Oak	Grove	teachers	recognize	that	children	learn	best	when	they	are	actively	involved,	when	they	get	
feedback	from	one	another	and	the	teacher,	when	they	make	choices	and	build	on	what	they	already	
know, and when authentic assessment is an integral part of the process.

In	authentic	assessments,	students	generate	answers	instead	of	choosing	answers;	the	tasks	are	
relevant	and	meaningful;	there	may	be	more	than	one	correct	answer;	the	assessment	task	is	a	learning	
experience in itself where students are actively involved in creating, producing, explaining, or doing 
something;	and	the	assessments	both	audit	and	improve	achievement.	Students	are	periodically	asked	to	
complete	self-assessments.

Oak	Grove’s	faculty	does	not	believe	that	standardized	tests	alone	accurately	measure	how	well	
students	think	and	solve	problems,	what	subjects	they	know	in-depth,	or	how	responsible	they	are	for	
directing	and	evaluating	their	own	learning,	but	standardized	testing	is	also	an	increasing	reality	of	the	
educational	world.	Oak	Grove	believes	it	is	important	to	support	test-taking	skills	in	order	to	ensure	
that all students have the skills to perform well on standardized tests and are prepared for whatever 
future	endeavor	they	may	choose.	In	order	to	support	testing	skills,	students	in	grades	3-8	are	taught	
test-taking	strategies	and	perform	practice	tests	each	year.	In	the	Junior	High,	students	are	given	more	
opportunities to practice standardized testing as part of the academic program including timed writing, 
specific	testing	strategy	instruction,	and	practice	tests.	Students	in	the	8th	grade	will	receive	instruction	
that	looks	specifically	at	success	on	the	Secondary	School	Admissions	Test	(SSAT),	which	is	often	
required when applying to attend a private High School. 

High	school	teachers	develop	their	own	grading	system,	which	is	articulated	at	the	beginning	of	
each course. Although teachers develop criteria for assessment, students are also encouraged to set 
standards	for	themselves	and	participate	in	self-evaluation	in	order	to	promote	self-responsibility	for	
learning.	Students	are	not	ranked,	and	grade	or	score	comparison	is	discouraged.	In	order	to	meet	
college	entrance	guidelines,	high	school	students	take	exams	such	as	the	PSAT,	the	SAT,	the	PLAN,	
the	ACT	and	Subject	Tests.	SAT	preparation	is	incorporated	into	the	curriculum	wherever	possible	but	
students are also encouraged to enroll in test preparation courses offered outside of school.
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CLASS	PLACEMENT	IN	EARLY	CHILDHOOD,	ELEMENTARY	&	JUNIOR	HIGH	GROUPS
Children learn to walk, talk, read and run at vastly different ages, and the school exercises educational 
responsibility	by	placing	each	child	where	he	or	she	will	have	optimal	opportunities	to	learn	and	grow	in	
a relaxed manner, respecting the developmental stage of each student. 

The	staff	places	students	in	groups	based	on	what	works	best	for	each	student	and	for	the	school	as	a	
whole.	With	this	as	a	goal,	many	variables	are	synchronized	to	determine	where	students	are	placed.	
At	the	top	of	the	list	are	the	child’s	social,	emotional	and	academic	needs,	but	gender	balance,	learning	
style, special needs and class dynamics are also considered. Students may spend more than one year 
with a homeroom teacher. The teachers do not group children according to age, friendships, parental 
preferences	or	traditional	matriculation	standards.	In	placing	each	student,	the	school	strikes	a	balance	
between	social,	emotional	and	academic	needs	based	on	observations,	conversations	with	the	student,	
written evaluations, and general school history.

FOOD AND LUNCH

VEGETARIAN	CAMPUS
While	students	are	not	required	to	be	vegetarian,	out	of	respect	for	Krishnamurti’s	wishes,	the	school	is	
a	vegetarian	campus.	Students,	parents	and	staff	are	asked	not	to	bring	or	eat	meat,	fish,	or	fowl	on	the	
Oak	Grove	campus	or	on	any	school	outing	or	activity,	including	field	trips	and	camping.		

HOT	LUNCH	PROGRAM
The	school	kitchen	offers	an	optional	vegetarian	hot	lunch	for	K-HS	students	(see	current	year	Tuition	
Schedule	for	details).	Organic	produce	is	harvested	seasonally	from	the	school’s	garden	and	used	to	
supplement other items in the lunch. 

Lunch	fees	are	paid	annually	with	the	Tuition	Agreement.	Parents	are	always	welcome	to	bring	a	lunch	
and	join	their	children	for	lunch	any	weekday	except	Wednesday	(when	school	is	dismissed	at	noon).	
Occasionally,	and	with	advance	notice,	lunch	may	be	purchased	from	the	school	for	a	fee	of	$10.	

LOST	OR	FORGOTTEN	LUNCHES	
Students	who	are	not	enrolled	in	the	Hot	Lunch	program	and	forget	to	bring	a	lunch	will	be	billed	$10	
for	a	school	lunch.	Requests	for	extra	lunches	should	be	made	to	the	kitchen	by	10	a.m.	to	allow	for	time	
to prepare enough food. 
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POTLUCKS/EVENTS
Parents	are	asked	to	bring	healthful	vegetarian	food	to	school	events.	To	avoid	excess	use	of	paper	and	
plastic	products,	please	bring	the	necessary	plates	and	utensils	for	your	family’s	use.	

GENERAL	FOOD-RELATED	HEALTH	
A	child’s	state	of	mind	and	capacity	to	learn	is	deeply	related	to	his	or	her	physical	condition,	which	
necessitates a wholesome diet. To learn effectively, children should come to school well rested 
and	having	had	a	healthful	breakfast.	Oak	Grove	encourages	good	eating	habits	and	is	particularly	
concerned	with	your	child’s	consumption	of	chemical	additives,	preservatives,	salt,	sugars,	and	sugar	
substitutes.	The	staff	requests	that	food	brought	to	school	for	snack,	lunch	or	any	school	outings	be	
nutritious	and	healthful	choices	rather	than	highly	sugared	and/or	highly	processed	products	such	as	
candy,	soda,	gum,	or	other	junk	food.	Our	goal	is	to	help	children	build	a	relationship	to	food	where	
they	are	increasingly	able	to	independently	recognize	hunger,	identify	what	they	need	to	eat,	enjoy	their	
food,	and	stop	eating	when	they’ve	had	enough.	We	do	this	by	actively	exploring,	together	with	students	
and	parents,	food-related	and	other	health	issues	and	encouraging	parents	and	students	to	read	labels	
and understand the ingredients in food as part of the educational program for all students. 

LUNCH	MANNERS
Students are not allowed in the Main House at lunchtime unless they are on kitchen duty, need to use 
the	bathroom,	or	are	ill.	Elementary	students	are	asked	to	eat	outside	either	in	the	lunch	gazebo	or	on	
the Main House lawn with teacher permission. Junior High and High School students may eat in the 
lunch	gazebo,	on	the	Main	House	lawn	or	back	patio.	On	rainy	days	students	eat	in	their	respective	
classrooms	and/or	in	the	Main	House.

Running and shouting are not allowed in the eating areas during lunchtime. Students are required to 
stay	at	the	lunch	tables	for	a	minimum	of	15	minutes	and	to	finish	their	food	before	asking	permission	
to	be	excused.	They	are	also	expected	to	use	polite	manners	while	eating	and	to	introduce	themselves	to	
guests.

LUNCH	ECOLOGY
Regular	parental	attention	is	required	in	order	to	ensure	that	lunches	and	snacks	brought	from	home	
contain neither too little nor too much food. The school asks that young students not share their lunch 
so	that	parents	may	monitor	their	children’s	diet	more	accurately.	In	an	effort	to	curb	consumption	of	
plastics and cut down the amount of trash generated on campus, please pack snack and lunch items 
in	re-useable	containers	clearly	marked	with	your	child’s	name.	Any	trash	generated	by	snacks	and	
lunch	brought	from	home,	should	be	taken	home.	Lunch	boxes	should	be	made	of	hard	plastic	or	tin	to	
prevent	ground	squirrel	problems.	
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CAMPUS CARE & PROPERTY

SCHOOL RESOURCES: 
Resources	such	as	books,	science	equipment,	sports	uniforms,	etc.	are	considered	school	property	and	
as	such,	damage	to	these	other	than	normal	wear	and	tear	are	subject	to	replacement	charges.

DOGS	&	SCHOOL	PETS:	
The	only	animals	permitted	on	campus	are	classroom	pets	(mice,	gerbils,	etc.).	Please	do	not	bring	dogs	
on	campus;	report	stray	dogs	immediately	to	the	office.

CLEAN-UP:
If	you	see	litter	on	the	paths	or	anywhere	else	as	you	walk	around	campus,	please	stop	and	pick	it	up.	
All	Oak	Grove	students	participate	in	maintaining	the	beauty	and	cleanliness	of	the	campus.	Each	
homeroom	or	high	school	group	is	responsible	for	specific	areas	of	campus	such	as	the	picnic	tables,	
Pavilion,	etc.	Parents	help	tremendously	when	they	teach	sweeping,	dusting,	vacuuming,	and	general	
cleaning and organizational skills at home while insisting that students clean up after themselves. 
 

FIRE	ROAD:
The	“fire	road”	that	winds	from	the	Main	House	parking	lot	to	the	Elementary	school	classrooms	is	
reserved	for	emergencies,	school	staff	and	residents,	and	maintenance	vehicles.	It	is	not	to	be	used	
for	delivery	and	pick-up	of	students	at	any	time,	either	for	school	or	for	after-school	rehearsals	and	
activities, regardless of the weather or the time of day.

FACILITY USE
LIBRARY
The	Elementary/JH	Library	–	The	Owls’	Nest	–	is	available	for	use	with	staff	supervision	during	campus	
hours.	Our	library	is	staffed	by	a	part-time	librarian.	Students	are	welcome	to	check	out	books	(one	
book	per	person,	per	visit	for	two	weeks,	renewable).	If	a	book	is	lost,	the	family	will	be	billed	for	the	
cost	of	replacement	and	processing.	Elementary/JH	Library	phone:	646-8236	ext.	213.	

PLAY	AREAS	
Children	may	be	in	play	areas	only	when	supervised.	The	school	takes	precautions	to	insure	the	safety	of	
the students on all play structures during regular school hours. School staff supervise the play structures 
and	the	playing	field	on	a	rotating	basis	during	lunchtime	and	other	play	periods.	Playgrounds	are	closed	
after	school	and	on	weekends.	In	the	Early	Childhood	Programs	(ECP),	please	say	good-bye	to	school	at	
the	end	of	your	child’s	program.	Playgrounds	are	in	use	by	other	groups	then	or	are	unsupervised.
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BASKETBALL	&	TENNIS	COURTS
The	basketball	and	tennis	courts	are	available	for	physical	education	classes,	after-school	sports	and	for	
recreational	use	by	boarders.	Special	written	permission	must	be	obtained	from	the	Head	of	School	for	
use	of	these	facilities	by	Oak	Grove	parents,	students	or	community	members	at	other	times.	Parents	
must	accompany	elementary-age	students	after	school	hours	or	weekends.	The	courts	are	locked	and	
closed	to	the	general	public.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
IMMUNIZATIONS
California	State	law	requires	that	California	schoolchildren	are	fully	vaccinated	to	attend	public	or	
private	day	care,	public	schools,	and	private	schools.	Depending	on	the	student’s	age,	the	diseases	for	
which	immunizations	shall	be	documented	include	(1)	Diphtheria,	(2)	Haemophilus	influenzae	type	b,	
(3)	Measles,	(4)	Mumps,	(5)	Pertussis	(whooping	cough),	(6)	Poliomyelitis,	(7)	Rubella,	(8)	Tetanus,	
(9)	Hepatitis	B,	and	(10)	Varicella	(chickenpox).		For	complete	details,	please	refer	to	the	document	
titled Current	Immunization	Requirements	as	of	2016.

ACCIDENTS
Every	precaution	is	taken	to	safeguard	students	at	school	and	on	field	trips.	If	an	accident	occurs,	
immediate	first	aid	will	be	given	and	parents	or	the	designated	emergency	contact	will	be	notified.	
If	we	are	unable	to	reach	the	family	or	doctor,	the	student	will	be	treated	at	the	nearest	emergency	
hospital while efforts to contact the family continue. The signed medical release form grants necessary 
treatment.	The	school	provides	student	accident	insurance	for	covered	medical	expenses	(see	Accident	
Insurance).		

If	an	accident	occurs	during	school	hours	or	on	a	school	activity	and	parents	wish	to	file	a	claim	with	
the	school’s	Accident	Insurance	Carrier,	the	school	business	office	will	initiate	a	claim	form	based	on	
the	teacher’s	accident	report.	The	parents	are	responsible	for	completing	the	form	and	for	submitting	
medical	bills	on	a	timely	basis,	as	well	as	for	filing	a	claim	with	any	other	medical	insurance	they	may	
be	carrying.	The	family’s	personal	medical	insurance	issues	a	report	of	their	coverage	for	the	accident,	
which	must	be	processed	by	the	school’s	Accident	Insurance	Carrier.	See	the	school	business	office	for	
details. 

EMERGENCY	PREPAREDNESS	PLAN
For	full	details	of	the	Emergency	Preparedness	Plan,	pleases	see	the	OGS	website.	A	copy	is	also	
located	in	the	Front	Office.	We	encourage	all	families	to	be	familiar	with	the	plan.		The	school	employs	a	
text	message	alert	system	that	enables	us	to	immediately	notify	every	Oak	Grove	parent	via	text	message	
in	the	case	of	an	emergency	(fire,	earthquake,	etc.).		The	school	will	not	release	students	to	anyone	
other than a parent or designated person whose name appears on the Emergency Release Form. For this 
reason,	it	is	imperative	that	this	information	be	kept	up-to-date.	Parents	or	guardians	seeking	to	retrieve	
their children must sign for their release. 
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CARS AND OTHER MOVING THINGS
PARKING	LOT	SAFETY		
 
Parking	lot	guidelines:
•	 Please	drive	slowly	and	heed	traffic	signs.
•	 Parking	spots	in	the	Main	House	parking		lot	are	designed	for	drivers	to	pull	through	to	the	end	of		
	 the	line	so	cars	are	always	facing	forward	and	there	is	no	need	to	back	out	of	a	parking	spot.
•	 Park	your	car	in	the	designated	areas	–	no	parking	in	fire	zone	between	HS	and	Preschool	(along		
	 the	road).	No	parking	under	oak	trees	(on	dirt),	as	this	may	damage	their	shallow	roots.	No	parking		
	 by	the	Art	Building	or	along	the	fire	road.
•	 Please	do	not	park	your	car	in	the	driveway	area	in	front	of	the	Main	House	at	any	time.
• Get out of your car, and walk the children to the car to prevent children running in the parking lot  
	 unless	you	are	using	the	“drop-off	zone”	in	front	of	the	garden.
• Do not leave your car idling while waiting for your child.
•	 Help	keep	driveways	clear	and	unblocked	while	waiting	for	your	child.
•	 Arrive	on	time	for	prompt	pick-up.	
•	 Please	make	after-school	plans	prior	to	the	school	day	to	avoid	confusion.
•	 Please	make	a	quick	goodbye.		The	more	people	in	the	parking	lot,	the	more	confusing	it	is	for		
 teachers, parents and students.
•	 Dogs	are	not	allowed	on	campus,	please	leave	pets	in	vehicles	during	pick-up/drop-off.
•	 Cars	cannot	be	left	parked	on	campus	during	non-school	hours	unless	the	driver	is	involved	with	a		
 school activity. 

Seat Belts & Speed Limits  
All drivers are expected to drive within posted speed limits and ensure that every passenger wears a seat 
belt.	As	required	by	law,	younger	children	must	be	in	an	appropriate	car	seat.

On-Campus	Driving
Cars	or	other	motorized	vehicles	should	not	be	used	for	transportation	on	campus,	such	as	between	the	
high	school	and	the	maintenance	yard	or	art	building.	

BICYCLES	&	SKATEBOARDS
Students	are	asked	to	walk	their	bikes,	scooters	or	skateboards	up	and	down	the	main	entrance	hill	on	
the	path	and	through	all	parking	lots	during	school	hours	from	7:30	a.m.-4:30	p.m.	Helmets	are	legally	
required	for	all	minors	who	ride	bikes	in	public	areas.	Bikes	and	scooters	are	to	be	locked	in	the	bike	
racks	provided	and	not	to	be	ridden	during	school	hours	on	campus	or	parked	outside	classrooms.	
Skateboards	are	to	be	placed	in	a	secure	area	at	the	classroom.	Hallways	and	atrium	areas	are	off-limits	
to	bikes	and	skateboards.	The	use	of	motorized	scooters	is	prohibited	by	the	Ojai	police	for	anyone	less	
than 16 years of age.



Page 25
2017-2018 Edition

AL
L—

SC
HO

OL
  H

AN
DB

OO
K

AL
L—

SC
HO

OL
  H

AN
DB

OO
K

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ALL-SCHOOL SECONDARY BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

CARPOOLING
Carpooling	is	encouraged.	Please	make	sure	children	know	who	is	picking	them	up	and	that	the	school	
office	is	informed	of	any	changes	(in	ECP,	inform	teachers	of	changes).	

INSURANCE	&	CARPOOL	DRIVERS
The	school	suggests	that	all	drivers	evaluate	their	automobile	insurance	before	becoming	a	carpool	
driver,	to	be	sure	they	have	sufficient	coverage.	Oak	Grove	School	does	not	assume	any	responsibility	
for	carpool	arrangements	or	for	any	liability	arising	from	carpooling.	

PARENT	DRIVERS	FOR	FIELD	TRIPS
Before	driving	for	a	school	activity	parents	must	submit	a	copy	of	their	driver’s	license	to	the	school	
office.	If	parents	are	driving	their	own	vehicle	instead	of	a	school	van,	a	copy	of	their	insurance	coverage	
must	be	on	file	in	the	school	office.	The	minimum	amount	of	coverage	for	liability	and	bodily	injury	is	
$100,000	and	$300,000	respectively.	

 

FIELD TRIPS AND OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

FIELD	TRIP	PERMISSION	SLIPS
At	the	beginning	of	the	school	year	parents	are	asked	to	submit	a	signed	Ojai	Valley	Field	Trip	
Permission	form.	This	allows	groups	to	take	local	field	trips	within	the	Ojai	Valley	at	anytime.	For	
field	trips	outside	of	the	Ojai	Valley,	each	teacher	will	send	home	a	permission	form	stating	date,	time	
and	particulars	of	the	planned	field	trip.	This	form	must	be	signed	and	returned	to	the	teacher	before	
the	trip.	Students	may	not	participate	in	out-of-town	trips	without	written	parental	permission.	All	
preschool	field	trips	require	a	signed	permission	slip.
 

CAR	MANNERS
All drivers are expected to drive within the posted speed limits and ensure that students are wearing 
seat	belts.	Students	are	expected	to	be	courteous	and	safe	while	riding	in	staff-	or	parent-driven	cars	
or	school	vehicles.	Electronic	devices	may	be	used	only	at	the	discretion	of,	and	with	the	permission	
of,	both	the	teacher	and	the	driver.		Generally	this	is	discouraged	except	on	longer	trips	with	older	
students.		Parents	are	asked	to	be	aware	of	appropriate	radio	stations,	consulting	with	the	supervising	
teacher	ahead	of	time.	Eating,	singing	and	car	games	are	also	within	the	driver’s	authority.	(General	
school	guidelines	regarding	meat	and	junk	food	apply	on	all	school	outings.)	If	student	behavior	
becomes	distracting	to	the	driver,	the	driver	should	pull	over,	stop	the	car,	and	address	the	situation	
immediately.	Students	are	not	allowed	to	hang	arms,	heads	or	other	body	parts	or	objects	out	the	
windows.	Please	report	any	misconduct	to	the	teacher	in	charge.	Students	are	expected	to	help	clean	
vehicles	after	field	trips.	
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CAMPING	&	OUTDOOR	ACTIVITIES
Camping	and	outdoor	activities	are	an	integral	part	of	Oak	Grove’s	curriculum.	Valuable	skills	are	
learned,	and	relationships	are	built	during	these	outdoor	experiences.	Students	are	expected	to	
participate	in	them	as	in	any	other	class	activity;	they	are	not	considered	as	‘extra’	but	rather	as	an	
essential aspect of the curriculum. 

Parents	are	discouraged	from	packing	for	older	children,	but	instead	are	asked	to	carefully	supervise	so	
that	necessary	items	are	remembered	and	unnecessary	items	are	left	behind.	When	students	label	and	
pack their own supplies and equipment, they have more of a sense of what they are taking and how to 
keep	track	of	it.	Useful	camping	items	include	tents,	backpacks,	hiking	boots,	and	lightweight,	compact	
sleeping	bags	and	pads.

Since	camping	trips	provide	important	opportunities	for	building	independence,	only	parents	of	
the	very	young	(Group	C-1	and	under)	are	invited	to	join	trips.	Developing	personal	independence	
and	connection	between	class	members	and	teachers	is	an	integral	part	of	the	Oak	Grove	outdoor	
education	program.	Parents	are	a	valuable	part	of	our	team	when	they	support	their	child’s	growth	and	
development	in	these	areas.	Occasionally	a	parent	with	a	particularly	needed	skill	set	may	be	asked	
by	the	teacher	in	charge	to	volunteer	on	a	trip,	although	it	is	preferable	to	have	parents	with	outdoor	
education skills volunteer on trips that do not include their own children.  

PARENT INVOLVEMENT
 
Parents	are	integral	to	Oak	Grove	School.	Your	active	participation	creates	security	and	continuity	
for	the	students,	and	stability	for	the	school.	When	you	choose	Oak	Grove	for	your	child(ren),	you	are	
choosing	a	school	where	you	are	welcome	to	participate	and	expected	to	contribute	to	the	well-being	of	
the whole educational community.

It	is	important	for	parents	and	staff	to	work	together	to	create	a	consistent	environment	for	the	children.	
Parents	are	urged	to	meet	with	teachers	immediately	concerning	any	problems	that	may	arise	during	the	
course of the year.

The	Parent	Participation	Agreement,	which	accompanies	the	Tuition	Agreement,	outlines	parent	
participation	expectations	and	guidelines	for	each	school	year,	and	must	be	signed	and	returned	to	the	
office	with	the	Tuition	Agreement.	The	Parent	Participation	Agreement	includes	the	following:
 
PARENT	MEETINGS:	
Attendance	at	ECP	and	early	Elementary	parent	meetings,	parent-teacher	conferences,	and	all-
school	meetings	is	required.	Attendance	at	ECP	and	Group	C	parent	education	meetings	is	strongly	
recommended. 
 
FUNDRAISING	-	ANNUAL	GIVING	
Tuition	covers	about	80%	of	the	cost	of	your	child’s	Oak	Grove	School	education.		The	school	therefore	
depends	on	the	generosity	of	parents,	grandparents,	and	friends	to	raise	the	additional	20%	needed	to	
meet	the	operational	budget.	Annual	Giving	offers	a	tax-deductible	way	of	helping	to	bridge	this	20%	
gap.  
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We	expect	each	parent	to	donate	to	the	best	of	their	ability	to	the	Annual	Fund.	The	amount	of	your	
donation	is	personal	and	confidential.

 
VOLUNTEER	HOURS:		
Each	family	is	asked	to	volunteer	a	minimum	of	25	hours	annually,	including	at	least	five	hours	
specifically	toward	major	fund-raisers.	The	Parent	Participation	Agreement	allows	parents	to	indicate	
areas	of	interest	and	skill.	Volunteer	opportunities	include:	

GUIDELINES	FOR	PARENT	CLASSROOM	VOLUNTEERS	(PRESCHOOL	–	3RD	GRADE)		
We appreciate parent volunteerism in the classroom and also feel that it is essential that parents 
understand	the	boundaries	of	their	role	in	the	classroom.		The	role	of	the	parent	volunteer	is	to	support	
student	learning	by	being	an	extra	pair	of	eyes,	ears	and	hands	in	the	classroom	at	the	invitation	of	
the	teacher.		Parents	are	expected	to	be	focused	on	supporting	all	students	(not	just	the	child	of	the	
parent	volunteer)	and	to	take	direction	from	the	homeroom	teacher.		If	parents	interact	with	or	observe	
students	in	any	unsafe,	unkind	or	inappropriate	behaviors;	they	should	immediately	inform	the	teacher	
so	that	the	teacher	can	respond	and	redirect	behavior.	
 

PARENT	COUNCIL
The	Parent	Council	is	an	organizational	body	of	parent	volunteers.	The	Parent	Council	meets	monthly	
in	the	Main	House.	It	is	composed	of	volunteers	from	each	class.	Parent	Council	representatives	attend	
homeroom meetings and monthly Forum meetings. These representatives work as the communication 
liaison	between	the	Parent	Council	and	the	child’s	homeroom	community.	Also,	it	is	through	the	
Parent	Council	that	parents	oversee	the	organization	of	fund-raising	events,	school	socials,	community	
outreach,	all-school	meetings,	staff	appreciation,	guest	speakers,	Open	House,	Ojai	Day,	Ojai	Family	
Festival	and	other	events.		The	Chair	or	Co-Chair	of	the	Parent	Council	also	acts	as	a	communication	
liaison	between	Parent	Council	and	the	Oak	Grove	School	Board.

The	Parent	Council	is	a	great	way	to	get	involved	and	provide	much	needed	parental	support	and	input	
to	the	school.	It	is	a	way	to	get	to	know	the	whole	school	-	a	place	to	work	together	as	parents	to	help	
make	the	school	all	that	it	can	be.	Parents	who	are	interested	in	representing	a	homeroom	group	for	
a	school	year	can	communicate	this	interest	to	their	child(ren)’s	class	teacher	or	the	Parent	Council	
chair(s).	Additionally,	there	are	sign-up	forms	available	at	many	of	the	back-to-school	events	including	
New	Parent	Orientation,	the	Welcome	Back	Coffee,	Back-to-School	Night.

• Fundraising & Community Outreach Events
•	 Parent	Council
• Fund Development
•	 Recruitment	and	Public	Relations	support
•	 Miscellaneous	office	assistance
• Hot lunch program support
•	 Library	filing	and	other	help	 	
 

• Classroom support
•	 After-school	programs
•	 Garden	and	maintenance	projects
• Technology support
• Many other needs that vary from year to year
• Admissions Events
• Student productions 
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All	parents	are	welcome	to	attend	Parent	Council	meetings	either	regularly	or	as	drop-ins,	whether	or	
not	they	are	actually	members	of	the	committee.	Parents	may	add	agenda	items	one	week	in	advance	of	
the	meeting	by	contacting	the	Chair	of	the	Parent	forum	either	by	email	or	telephone.		Meeting	dates	
are listed in the monthly school calendar.

PARENT	&	STUDENT	FEEDBACK	
Parent	and	student	feedback	is	an	essential	component	to	the	continued	growth	of	our	school.	While	
not	all	feedback	can	be	acted	on,	we	still	welcome	fresh	ideas	for	school-wide	improvement.	Teachers	
regularly	ask	younger	students	for	informal	feedback	and	older	students	are	given	several	opportunities	
in	the	year	to	give	feedback	to	their	teachers.	Parents	are	solicited	for	feedback	periodically	via	an	online	
survey.  
 

ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL CONCERNS

ADMISSIONS	POLICY
Oak Grove School does not discriminate against any person in admission, employment or otherwise 
because	of	race,	color,	national	origin,	disability,	gender,	sexual	orientation,	or	age,	in	violation	of	
existing	state	or	federal	laws	or	regulations.	Oak	Grove	is	authorized	under	federal	law	to	enroll	non-
immigrant students. 

REQUIRED	DOCUMENTATION
The	following	forms	must	be	completed	for	students	to	be	enrolled	and	to	attend	school:
 
• Enrollment Contract
• OGS Contact and Release Form 
•	 Parent	Participation	Agreement
•	 California	State	Immunization	Record	(all	grades)
•	 There	are	additional	forms	required	for	Preschool	students

MONEY	MATTERS	
Oak Grove is intentionally small in order to provide a safe, caring educational environment where each 
student	is	known	well.		We	are	also	fortunate	to	have	a	beautiful	150-acre	campus	to	explore	and	delight	
in.		Meeting	payroll	for	our	teachers	and	meeting	the	demands	of	maintaining	this	beautiful	campus	
is	a	responsibility	that	cannot	be	met	unless	we	receive	each	and	every	tuition	dollar	projected	in	our	
budget.	Delayed	or	delinquent	accounts	put	a	huge	and	difficult	burden	on	the	school,	undermine	
relationship	within	our	small	community,	and	put	the	school	in	financial	danger.		As	a	non-profit	school,	
with limited “reserves,” we depend on all parents to make tuition payments on time. A late charge will 
be	added	to	all	accounts	more	than	30	days	past	due.

Continued	delayed	or	delinquent	accounts	may	result	in	a	student	being	asked	to	leave	the	school.	In	
such	case,	families	are	still	responsible	for	paying	the	tuition	in	full.
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NO	REFUNDS	POLICY:	
Like	all	other	independent	schools,	Oak	Grove	budgets	and	plans	with	the	expectation	that	all	students	
enrolled will remain for the full school year. For this reason, no portion of tuition or fees paid or 
outstanding	will	be	refunded	or	canceled	in	the	event	that	a	student	is	absent,	withdraws,	or	is	asked	to	
leave	the	school	for	disciplinary	reasons.	*Please	refer	to	the	enrollment	contract	for	more	information.

All	financial	information	is	strictly	confidential	and	will	only	be	released	to	those	with	financial	
responsibility	for	the	student.	If	you	have	questions	about	your	account	please	call	the	business	office	at	
646-8236	ext.	130.	

 
FINANCIAL	AID	POLICY	&	PROCEDURE
Oak	Grove	School	benefits	from	a	diverse	student	body	and	is	committed	to	maintaining	a	need-based	
financial	aid	program	for	students	who	are	a	good	match	for	the	school,	but	who	cannot	afford	full	
tuition.	However,	our	financial	aid	funds	are	extremely	limited	and	vary	year	to	year.	The	majority	
of	financial	aid	awards	are	a	small	percentage	of	full	tuition.	Some	specific	funded	scholarships	are	
available	(contact	the	Admissions	Office	for	information).	Parents	and	friends	wishing	to	sponsor	a	
student	(gift	is	not	tax-deductible)	may	contact	the	Head	of	School	or	the	business	office.		Parents	and	
friends	wishing	to	establish	future	scholarship	opportunities	should	contact	our	Development	Director.	
 
Oak	Grove	uses	the	School	Scholarship	Service	(SSS),	Princeton,	NJ,	to	determine	the	amount	of	
need	that	exists	for	each	family	that	applies	for	financial	aid.	This	service	is	used	by	more	than	200	
independent	schools	and	has	been	found	to	be	the	most	equitable	system	for	determining	financial	
need.		Please	be	aware,	however,	that	the	school	can	rarely	grant	aid	equal	to	determined	need.		

All	information	received	by	Oak	Grove	School	regarding	financial	aid	is	strictly	confidential.	
Information	on	how	to	complete	the	SSS	forms	online	is	available	from	the	Admissions	Office.	Families	
should	be	prepared	with	all	relevant	information	(income,	taxes,	etc.)	in	December	for	completion	of	
forms	and	priority	consideration	is	given	to	applications	submitted	by	mid-January	for	the	following	
school year.

RE-ENROLLMENT
Enrollment	Contracts	are	sent	out	in	late	February	for	re-enrollment,	with	a	non-refundable	deposit	
due	in	March	to	hold	a	student’s	place	for	the	following	year.

A	student’s	continued	enrollment	is	dependent	on	compliance	with	all	policies	and	guidelines	in	
the	Enrollment	Contract,	the	Parent	&	Student	Handbook,	and	when	applicable,	the	High	School	
Handbook	Agreement	and	the	Besant	House	Boarding	Guidelines.	Enrollment	Contracts	for	a	new	
school	year	are	issued	only	when	all	financial	obligations	for	the	previous	year	are	complete.
 
BUDGET
Tuition	income,	class	size,	staff	salaries	and	benefits,	educational	program	and	facilities,	financial	aid	
and	fund-raising	are	interdependent	in	the	budget	planning	process.	The	OGS	Finance	Committee	
meets	regularly	to	monitor	the	current	budget,	review	financial	reports	and	oversee	the	school’s	
financial	plan,	assist	the	Head	of	School	in	preparing	the	following	year’s	tuition,	fees,	and	overall	
operating	budget,	and	address	long-range,	deferred	maintenance	and	capital	improvement	plans.
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INFORMATION RESOURCES: 
 
EMAIL
Our communication tool of choice is email and therefore we expect parents to check their emails 
regularly	and	notify	the	front	office	if	email	addresses	change.	Both	teachers	and	administrators	use	
email	to	communicate	regularly	with	parents.	As	per	our	Communication	Protocol,	we	ask	that	parents	
and	teachers	do	NOT	use	email	to	communicate	sensitive	or	difficult	issues	that	would	be	better	
addressed	by	phone	or	face-to-face.

SCHOOL	NEWSLETTERS	
“This	Week	at	Oak	Grove”	is	an	email	communication	sent	out	weekly	with	information	about	school	
events, pertinent dates and reminders. 

WEBSITE
Parents	and	students	will	find	a	variety	of	information	&	downloads	at	www.oakgroveschool.org
These include: news, program information, photos, newsletters, calendars, menus, schedules, special 
events	details	and	Parent	Council	announcements.	In	addition,	there	is	information	on	the	school,	its	
history	and	philosophy.	The	website	is	updated	often	and	parents	are	encouraged	to	check	it	frequently.
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GOVERNANCE & ADMINISTRATION – 
Where to Direct Questions

ADMINISTRATIVE	STRUCTURE	

KRISHNAMURTI	FOUNDATION	OF	AMERICA
Oak	Grove	School	is	the	largest	activity	of	the	Krishnamurti	Foundation	of	America	(KFA).	Other	
activities	of	the	KFA	include	Krishnamurti	Publications	of	America	(KFA),	Krishnamurti	Center	
(including	Archives,	Library,	and	Pine	Cottage),	and	the	Pepper	Tree	Retreat.	The	KFA	Board	of	
Trustees	oversees	all	KFA	activities	but	designates	specific	authority	and	responsibility	for	the	Oak	
Grove School to the Oak Grove School Board. www.kfa.org
Direct	questions	regarding	KFA	activities:	publishing,	archives,	library	and	study	center,	workshops,	
gatherings,	dialogues,	international	trustee	meetings	and	other	projects	to	the	Trustees	of	the	KFA.	

OAK	GROVE	SCHOOL	BOARD
The	Oak	Grove	School	Board	(OGSB)	is	responsible	for	assisting	the	Head	of	School	in	determining	
and	meeting	the	long-range	needs	of	the	school.	The	OGSB	membership	is	drawn	from	KFA	Trustees,	
past	and	present	parents,	OGS	alumni,	and	interested	community	members	all	of	whom	bring	specific	
wisdom,	expertise,	fundraising	potential,	or	perspective	to	the	board.	Current	committees	include:	
Finance	Committee,	Campus	Planning	Committee,	Fund	Development	Committee,	Parent	Council,	
WASC	Committee,	and	Nominating	Committee.	Members	are	appointed	each	year	by	the	Nominating	
Committee which is happy to receive notices of interest from parents or recommendations. 
Direct	questions	regarding	school	governance	to	the	Chair	of	the	OGSB.

HEAD OF SCHOOL
The	Head	of	School	is	responsible	for	the	overall	day-to-day	administration	and	operations	of	the	school	
with the assistance, input and support of other administrators, staff, and teaching faculty.
Direct	questions	regarding	general	school	philosophy,	policies	and	procedures,	all-school	safety	issues,	
problem-solving	and/or	mediation	when	all	other	avenues	have	been	exhausted	(see	Communication	
and	Conflict	Resolution	Protocol)	to	the	Head	of	School.

DIRECTOR	OF	EARLY	CHILDHOOD	PROGRAM	(ECP)
The	Director	of	ECP	is	responsible	for	the	day-to-day	operations	of	all	aspects	of	the	ECP	(Preschool,	
Kindergarten	&	Parent	Education).
Direct	questions	related	specifically	to	the	ECP	Program,	including	general	curriculum,	educational	
programs,	student	placement,	and	student	discipline	to	the	Director	of	ECP.

http://www.kfa.org
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ELEMENTARY	ADMINISTRATIVE	TEAM	(GROUP	C	–	6TH)	
4-6	POD	Coordinator	is	responsible	for	coordination	of	the	elementary	4th	–	6th	grade	program.
Director	of	Elementary	Program	oversees	student	discipline	within	the	elementary	(C	–	6th)	and	also	
acts	as	an	additional	administrator	for	problem-solving	in	the	elementary	school.
Direct	questions	related	specifically	to	the	Elementary	Program	group	C	–	6th	including	general	
curriculum,	educational	programs,	student	placement,	and	student	discipline	to	the	Elementary	
Administrative	Team.

DIRECTOR	OF	SECONDARY	PROGRAM	
The	Director	of	Secondary	Program	is	responsible	for	the	day-to-day	operations	of	all	aspects	of	the	
Secondary	Program	(7-12)	and	serves	as	a	communication	and	problem-solving	link	to	the	Head	of	
School regarding all issues to do with the high school. 
Direct	questions	related	specifically	to	the	Secondary	Program	grades	7-12	including	general	
curriculum,	educational	programs,	student	placement,	and	student	discipline	to	the	Director	of	
Secondary	Program.

SCHOOL FACULTY
The	Oak	Grove	faculty	is	a	group	of	professional	individuals	who	have	sought	the	school	for	its	sensible	
and	sensitive	approach	to	learning.	They	have	varying	credentials	(most	full-time	homeroom	and	core	
subject	teachers	hold	teaching	credentials),	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees	and	experience,	and	
share	an	appreciation	for	Oak	Grove’s	unique	learning	atmosphere.	The	teachers	set	the	tone	for	the	
learning	environment	and	facilitate	the	implementation	of	the	school’s	intent.	
Direct	questions	about	your	child’s	academic,	personal	or	social	progress	or	information	regarding	your	
child	that	may	influence	school	behavior	(e.g.	family	sickness,	death,	parental	absence,	separation,	
divorce)	as	well	as	questions	regarding	school	assignments,	homework,	etc.	to	your	child’s/student’s	
homeroom,	core	subject	teacher,	or	specialist	teacher.		

DIRECTOR	OF	ADMISSIONS	
The	Director	of	Admissions	is	responsible	for	all	aspects	of	recruitment,	retention,	and	admissions	in	
the school and works closely with the Director of Outreach to support full enrollment at the school.
Direct	questions	regarding	enrollment	or	re-enrollment	and	student	placement	to	the	Director	of	
Admissions.

DIRECTOR	OF	OUTREACH
The	Director	of	Outreach	is	responsible	for	all	marketing	and	outreach	opportunities	regarding	the	
school and works closely to support the Director of Admissions in recruiting and retaining students and 
families.
Direct	questions	regarding	marketing	and	school	outreach	opportunities	to	the	Director	of	Outreach.

DIRECTOR	OF	OPERATIONS
The	Director	of	Operations	is	responsible	for	all	non-instructional	aspects	of	the	school	(campus	
planning,	maintenance,	kitchen,	and	front	office).
Direct	questions	regarding	non-instructional	issues	to	the	Director	of	Operations.
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DIRECTOR	OF	DEVELOPMENT
The	Director	of	Development	is	responsible	for	all	fund-raising	events	and	activities	in	the	school	and	
works closely with the Fund Development Committee of the OGSB as well as the Head of School to 
ensure	the	school	reaches	its	fund-raising	goals.	
Direct	questions	regarding	fund-raising	to	the	Director	of	Development.

OGS/KFA	BUSINESS	MANAGER
The	Business	Manager	is	responsible	for	the	overall	smooth	functioning	of	the	business	office	and	
works closely with the Head of School and OGS Finance Committee in developing, implementing, and 
overseeing	school	budgets.
Direct	questions	regarding	tuition	payments	or	billing	concerns	to	the	OGS/KFA	Business	Manager.

PROGRAM	ASSISTANT
The	Program	Assistant	is	responsible	for	assisting	the	Head	of	School,	the	Director	of	Development	
and Operations,  and the Director of Maintenance as well as other administrators in the school. 
Direct	questions	regarding	Elementary/JH	transcripts/reports	and	facility	use	to	the	Program	Assistant.	

HIGH	SCHOOL	REGISTRAR
The	High	School	Registrar	is	responsible	for	assisting	the	Director	of	Secondary	Program	in	the	smooth	
running	of	the	high	school	and	its	administrative	office.
Direct	questions	regarding	high	school	schedules,	reports,	conferences,	events,	and	transcripts	to	the	
High	School	Registrar.

ALUMNI	ASSOCIATION	
The Alumni Association is made up of families that have attended Oak Grove School. There is an 
Alumni event in the middle and the end of each school year. More information regarding alumni affairs 
is	available	on	the	school’s	website.

ACCREDITATION	&	MEMBERSHIPS	
Oak	Grove	School	is	accredited	by	the	California	Association	of	Independent	Schools	(CAIS)	and	the	
Western	Association	of	Schools	and	Colleges	(WASC).	The	school	is	also	a	member	of	the	National	
Association	of	Independent	Schools	(NAIS),	the	Education	Records	Bureau	(ERB),	The	Association	of	
Boarding	Schools	(TABS),	National	Council	for	Social	Studies,	National	Association	for	the	Education	
of	Young	Children	(NAEYC),	the	National	Association	of	Elementary	Principals,	the	Ojai	Valley	
Neighborhood	for	Learning,	and	Ojai	Chamber	of	Commerce.

— § — 
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“The	years	which	a	student	spends	in	a	school	must	leave	behind	in	him	a	fragrance	and	delight.”

J. Krishnamurti, On Education

Revised, June 2017

Early Childhood Program

PRESCHOOL 
2017 - 2018
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WELCOME
The	staff	of	Oak	Grove	School	extends	a	warm	welcome	to	all	new	and	returning	Preschool	children	and	
their	families.		When	your	child	enrolls	in	our	Early	Childhood	Programs,	you	become	a	member	of	this	
learning community of teachers, parents, and caregivers working as partners to support young children.  
You help create its atmosphere, and our collective spirit makes the school what it is!  

ABOUT	THE	EARLY	CHILDHOOD	PROGRAMS	AT	OAK	GROVE	SCHOOL
Adrienne	Hoskins	serves	as	Director	of	the	Early	Childhood	Programs,	with	our	skillful	teachers,	in	
Kindergarten	Laila	Muller	and	Bettina	Hohner,	in	Preschool	Laurie	Cornell,	Carrie	Rubalcava,	Emma	
Larkan, Sarah Henyan, and Terra Solecki, and with the support of our Head of School, Jodi Grass.  Our 
faculty includes professional teachers with a dedicated interest in the healthy growth and development 
of	young	children	and	their	families.		Adrienne	offers	our	Parent	Education	program	to	provide	
opportunities	for	dialogue	about	the	challenges	and	joys	of	living	with	young	children.	

We	believe	in	the	value	of	parent	participation	in	a	child’s	first	school	experiences.		We	invite	all	parents	
to	volunteer	their	time,	talents,	or	resources	to	enrich	our	programs.		Please	let	your	child’s	teachers	
know how you would like to volunteer!

THE	BASICS
School Hours:
Preschool	–	9:00am-12:00noon	(Regular	Day)	or	9:00am-2:30pm	MTuThF,	9-12	on	Wednesday	
(Extended	Day)

Before	Care	for	Preschool	–	8:00-9:00am,	Monday	through	Friday.

Preschool	students	must	be	picked	up	on	time.		Please	arrive	a	few	minutes	early	to	pick	your	child	up	
from	school,	either	at	12:00pm	or	2:30pm.		Children	work	very	hard	at	school	and	can	become	anxious	
if	their	grown-ups	are	late	to	pick	them	up.	They	are	eager	to	re-connect	with	you!	Parents	who	will	
be	late	for	pick-up	must	arrange	with	another	caregiver	or	parent	to	pick	their	child	up.	There	is	no	
aftercare	in	Preschool.

THE	PROGRAMS
PRESCHOOL	is	designed	for	3-	to	5-year-olds	and	meets	for	three	hours	a	day,	from	9:00am-
12:00noon	or	5-1/2	hours	a	day,	from	9:00am-2:30pm,	for	Extended	Day.		Younger	preschoolers	
attend	“Gecko	Group”	five	mornings	a	week,	taught	by	Adrienne	Hoskins,	Emma	Larkan,	and	Sarah	
Henyan.		Older	preschoolers	attend	the	“Iguana	Group”	five	mornings	a	week,	taught	by	Carrie	
Rubalcava	and	Laurie	Cornell.		Extended	Day	students	are	taught	in	the	afternoons	by	all	Preschool	
teachers, including Terra Solecki.  We work as a teaching team, sharing information among all 
members	of	the	team	so	that	we	can	best	serve	the	children	in	our	care.			
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BEFORE	CARE	is	free	of	charge,	from	8:00-9:00am,	Monday	through	Friday.		
We	see	Preschool	as	a	child’s	first	step	out	of	the	home	and	an	opportunity	for	young	children	aged	3	
to	4	to	learn	to	trust	new	adults.		As	children	become	more	at	ease	with	separation,	they	begin	to	form	
peer	relationships	and	increasingly	become	part	of	a	group.		Preschool	provides	children	a	wide	range	
of	experiences	in	a	safe,	nurturing	environment.		We	have	a	special	emphasis	on	social-emotional	
development	based	on	the	values	of	community	and	empathy.		Teachers	support	preschoolers	in	
developing	social	skills,	personal	responsibility,	emotional	awareness,	and	skills	in	peaceful	conflict	
resolution.

EDUCATIONAL	PHILOSOPHY
Our	mission	is	to	encourage	in	young	children	their	joy	of	discovery	and	spirit	of	inquiry	by	offering	
them	experiences	that	make	learning	come	alive.		We	strive	for	collaboration	among	teachers,	staff,	
and families that models the values of cooperation and community.  We seek to foster in our students a 
sense	of	well-being	and	confidence	that	enables	them	to	appreciate	others	and	find	enduring	meaning	in	
their lives.

We support development of the whole child, with curriculum and environment organized to foster the 
growth of each individual in the areas of intellectual, social, emotional, and physical skills.

This	is	a	child-centered	program,	designed	to	offer	a	variety	of	play	experiences.		We	believe	young	
children	learn	best	through	experience	(learning	by	doing).		Important	components	include	singing,	
painting,	crafts,	play-dough,	pretending,	body	movement,	cooking,	building,	care	of	the	environment,	
individual and group experiences, reading and dictating stories, writing, science, gardening, 
manipulatives,	group	discussion,	and	problem-solving.

Learning	is	both	an	intellectual	and	emotional	process	and	involves	personal	impressions	and	feelings.		
We	believe	that	healthy	emotional	growth	requires	expression	of	feelings.		Experiences	are	fostered	
which	promote	positive	self-appraisal,	personal	respect,	and	affirmation	of	individual	differences.		

For	social	growth,	responsibility	to	the	group	is	emphasized	in	a	non-competitive	way.		We	value	and	
support	the	process	of	learning	self-regulation,	independence,	making	friends,	and	nurturing	trusting	
relationships.       
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Many	outside	active	experiences	(running,	jumping,	swinging,	climbing,	balancing,	riding	wheel	toys)	
are	incorporated	into	the	program.		These	activities	are	of	major	importance	in	the	development	of	
eventual academic skills, as well as personal expression and release.

We	observe	that	children	learn	at	their	own	pace	and	have	unique	talents	and	learning	needs.		Attention	
is placed upon the individual learner and personal developmental patterns.

We	value	differences;	children	of	diverse	ethnic,	socio-economic	and	developmental	levels	enrich	our	
group.  We support the mainstreaming of children with special developmental needs, working with 
families to determine whether Oak Grove has the resources needed to support student needs.

Schools	with	parent	involvement	are	potentially	healthy,	strong	schools.		Parents	make	it	so	through	
supporting	each	other,	the	children,	the	teachers,	and	the	Director,	through	contributing	ideas	
and skills, taking an active interest in group activities, and putting to use new learning experiences 
at	home	as	well	as	in	the	community.		When	all	the	adults	--	mothers,	fathers,	grandparents,	step-
parents,	primary	caregivers	--	are	enthusiastic,	supportive,	and	have	a	positive	attitude	about	sharing	in	
responsibilities,	not	only	the	school	as	a	whole	benefits	and	grows,	but	parents,	teachers	and	children	
grow as well.

THE	VALUE	OF	PLAY
Play	is	a	vital	part	of	the	preschooler’s	construction	of	knowledge.		The	time	devoted	solely	to	free	
choice	in	play	allows	children’s	relationships,	curiosity,	independence,	creativity	and	individuality	to	
truly	flourish.		Teachers	at	school	facilitate	children’s	play,	setting	up	a	seed	idea	and	then	stepping	
back	to	allow	them	to	use	their	ideas	and	collaborate	with	each	other.

We	encourage	real-life	activities	such	as	cooking,	dishwashing,	dusting,	sweeping,	washing	windows,	
wood-working,	planting,	weeding,	and	harvesting.		These	activities	are	important	in	developing	muscle	
coordination,	responsibility,	and	self-confidence.		Kids	know	when	they	are	doing	real,	meaningful	
work.  We urge you to include your children in these tasks at home, too.

PARENT	EDUCATION
Once	a	month	all	Preschool	parents	participate	in	an	evening	Parent	Meeting	with	their	child’s	teachers	
and	the	Director.		(These	monthly	parent	meetings	continue	throughout	the	Oak	Grove	school	years.)		
At least one adult from each family is required to attend.  At these meetings, teachers facilitate dialogue 
with	parents	about	classroom	experiences	and	issues	of	early	childhood,	with	the	goal	of	building	our	
knowledge	and	understanding	of	each	other	from	meeting	to	meeting.		All-school	business	is	also	
shared as needed.

If	you	need	childcare	for	a	parent	meeting,	that	must	be	reserved	and	paid	for	at	least	24	hours	in	
advance through Adrienne.

In	addition,	once	a	month	(except	during	parent-teacher	conference	months)	Adrienne	is	available	to	
meet	for	discussion	with	parents	during	their	child’s	school	morning.		We	place	high	value	on
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this	aspect	of	our	program	and	urge	families	to	attend.		Parent	discussion	meetings	are	golden	
opportunities to wonder out loud, deepen understanding of our individual children, their relationships 
and	growth,	and	of	child	development	in	general.		The	goal	is	to	build	community	and	to	increase	self-
understanding,	balance,	and	joy	in	family	life.		

We	encourage	families	to	include	all	adults	in	their	child’s	life	in	our	school	activities.		This	helps	
children	experience	more	consistency	between	school	and	home	in	the	choices	we	make	for	them.	
Observing	and	discussing	children	together	as	a	team	helps	us	all	become	more	conscious	in	our	
parenting and enriches our community.

PARENT-TEACHER	CONFERENCES
Preschool	Parent-Teacher	Conferences	are	scheduled	twice	during	the	school	year,	in	October	and	
again	in	March.		During	these	two	weeks,	school	ends	at	12noon	for	all	ECP	and	elementary	students,	
with	conferences	in	the	afternoons.		Parents	are	encouraged	to	discuss	any	situation	that	is	troublesome	
to	the	child	at	home,	in	the	family,	or	neighborhood.		The	more	the	teachers	and	Director	know	about	
each	child,	the	better	their	understanding	can	be,	and	the	deeper	their	relationship	with	the	child	can	
become.		It	is	our	goal	to	help	each	child	receive	utmost	support	from	his	or	her	school	experience.

If	you	need	to	ask	questions	or	wish	to	discuss	something	in	depth	with	your	child’s	teacher	or	Director,	
please make arrangements to call or talk when children are not present.  

COMMUNICATION	BETWEEN	SCHOOL	AND	HOME
Information	about	school-related	activities	will	reach	you	through:
•	 Weekly	snapshot	letters	from	teachers	sent	by	email
•	 Weekly	school	updates	with	announcement	of	upcoming	events	sent	by	email,	called	“This	
Week at Oak Grove”
•	 Notices	next	to	the	sign-in	and	sign-out	clipboards
•	 Notices	posted	on	the	ECP	kiosk	
•	 The	OGS	website	at	www.oakgroveschool.org.  This includes calendars, photos, videos, 
newsletters,	special	events	at	school	and	at	the	Krishnamurti	Foundation	of	America,	menus,	Parent	
Council announcements, and school forms.  There is also information on the school, its history, and 
philosophy. 
Please	be	sure	to	check	daily	for	communications	so	you	will	be	aware	of	the	“goings-on”	of	school.		In	
addition,	the	required	monthly	Parent	Meeting	informs	parents	in	more	depth,	with	the	opportunity	for	
questions and discussion.

Teachers	use	their	cell	phones	as	clocks,	cameras,	and	emergency	phones	when	on	the	playground.		If	
you	need	to	get	a	message	to	teachers,	please	use	the	classroom	telephone:		805-646-8236	extension	
230.		Teachers	do	not	check	email	during	the	school	day.		If	an	email	is	sent,	we	will	do	our	best	to	reply	
within 24 hours.  On Fridays, our intention is to return emails on Monday.  We are all navigating a new 
era	with	the	expectation	of	instant	communication;	it	is	our	sincere	hope	to	slow	down	and	bring	more	
thoughtful responsiveness to this process.  

http://oakgroveschool.org
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THE	DAILY	SCHEDULE	IN	PRESCHOOL
When	your	children	arrive	at	9:00am	(or	between	8:00	and	9:00am	for	Before	Care),	they	are	greeted	
by	the	teachers.		The	structure	of	each	morning	is	predictable,	yet	flexible	enough	to	address	the	needs	
of the group.  Before Care meets outside on the playground.  At 9:00am, each group has a circle time, 
the	Gecko	Group	outside	and	the	Iguana	Group	inside.		This	“Morning	Meeting”	helps	children	to	
say	hello,	see	who’s	here,	hear	a	story	or	sing	a	song,	and	hear	the	plan	for	the	day.		Children	then	have	
approximately one hour of choice time.  They are given freedom to explore the environment and the 
various	activities	prepared	before	arrival.		Teachers	try	to	provide	something	new	or	some	way	that	is	
new;	however,	enough	remains	the	same	to	provide	the	security	and	comfort	of	familiarity.

Near	the	end	of	this	hour,	teachers	give	a	five-minute	warning	before	“Clean-up	Time.”		The	group	
then	cleans	up	together,	washes	hands,	and	sits	down	to	enjoy	a	snack	brought	from	home.		The	two	
Preschool	groups	then	change	to	the	opposite	environment,	with	Gecko	children	in	the	classroom	and	
Iguana	children	on	the	playground.		There	is	about	an	hour	of	choice	time.		Children	choose	and	create	
their play from prepared or spontaneous curriculum activities, learning centers, and equipment.  

Both	inside	and	outside	times	are	viewed	to	be	of	equal	importance.		Exposure	to	individual,	small	
group,	and	large	group	experiences	is	interwoven	throughout	the	fabric	of	our	time	together.

Before	the	end	of	the	morning,	teachers	again	give	a	five-minute	warning	before	Clean-up	Time.		
Children	are	encouraged	to	help	clean	up.		Together,	we	clean	up	in	preparation	for	a	12:00pm	pick-
up	time	or	the	beginning	of	the	Extended	Day	program.		Noon	pick-up	kids	sit	down	for	“Good-bye	
Circle”	with	teachers,	a	primary	group	experience	of	the	morning,	and	say	good-bye	to	school	by	
12:00noon.  Extended Day kids go with teachers to wash hands and eat lunch.

Regular Day kids
Because	Preschool	children	are	just	learning	to	participate	in	a	group,	there	will	be	some	who	can’t	yet	
do	so.		For	those	who	are	overtired	from	their	morning	at	school	or	who	just	want	to	keep	on	playing,	
there	may	be	a	period	of	time	when	they	need	to	go	home	early.		Teachers	and	parents	will	consult	about	
this.		There’s	no	shame	in	saying	“Early	Good-bye.”		Please	do	not	pressure	or	force	children	to	attend	
“Good-bye	Circle.”		We	want	children	to	end	their	day	on	a	positive	note,	and	there	will	come	a	time	
when	they	will	be	ready	to	participate	in	the	full	Circle	Time	with	ease.

Extended Day kids
Those preschoolers enrolled in the Extended Day will walk with teachers to their lunch gathering place 
and	eat	lunch	brought	from	home.		This	is	followed	by	a	quiet	rest	period,	then	open	play	time	in	a	
relaxed	environment.		This	is	primarily	an	outdoor	program,	except	in	inclement	weather.		Pick-up	time	
is	promptly	at	2:30pm,	and	we	ask	parents	to	plan	to	arrive	five	minutes	early,	waiting	until	Good-bye	
Circle	is	finished.	Because	there	is	no	preschool	aftercare,	parents	who	will	be	late	arrange	with	another	
parent or caregiver to pick up their child promptly at 2:30pm.

In	September,	Extended	Day	parents	sometimes	begin	with	a	12noon	pick-up,	if	they	have	the	
flexibility	to	wait	until	children	are	feeling	safe	in	school.		It	helps	to	consult	with	teachers	about	their	
child’s	stamina	and	readiness	to	stay	later	into	the	afternoon.		
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ARRIVALS	AND	DEPARTURES
Arrival	Time	--	9:00	am	(8:00-9:00am	for	Before	Care):

Children	who	arrive	before	9:00am	join	the	Before	Care	program	with	teachers	on	the	playground.

It	is	important	that	you	be	on	time.		It	can	be	very	difficult	for	a	young	child	to	enter	a	group	already	
deeply	engaged	in	play.		We	begin	“Morning	Meeting”	just	after	9:00am	in	both	Preschool	groups.

Pick-up	Time	--	12:00	noon	or	2:30pm:
It	is	essential	that	you	be	on	time	to	pick	up	your	child.		Children	become	anxious	if	parents	are	delayed,	
and it can undermine their trust in you.  

We	ask	that	parents	set	up	support	systems	(e.g.	grandparents,	friends,	caregivers,	etc.)	to	be	utilized	in	
the	event	of	unexpected	delays.		If	your	pick-up	plan	changes,	please	call	the	classroom	to	let	us	know.		
If	late	pick-up	becomes	frequent,	teachers	will	communicate	with	parents	the	need	to	implement	a	late	
pick-up	fee	of	$5	per	minute.

Authorization	to	Pick	Up:		No	child	will	be	released	to	a	person	who	is	unauthorized	by	a	parent/
caregiver	to	pick	up	the	child.		We	must	have	written	or	verbal	authorization	for	changes	in	this	respect.		
Be	sure	to	remind	your	pick-up	person	to	sign	your	child	out	on	the	attendance	sheet.		Signing	in	and	
out	--	with	your	first	and	last	name,	a	legal	signature	--	are	state	licensing	requirements	every	day.	

“Clean”	Good-byes:
It	is	important	that	you	be	on	time,	or	early,	to	pick	up	your	child.		When	“Good-bye	Circle”	ends,	
either	at	12pm	and	2:30pm,	we	have	said	good-bye	to	each	other	and	to	school.		This	is	the	time	to	
help	your	child	put	on	shoes,	gather	lunch-box	and	belongings,	and	say	a	clear	good-bye	to	the	school	
campus.		It	is	confusing	for	kids	if	play	time	begins	anew.		Teachers	are	busy	with	Extended	Day	
children or cleaning up to prepare the facility for the next day. 

At 2:30pm, playgrounds are not supervised, so we ask all parents to help children safely to their cars 
or	bikes	at	noon	and	to	say	good-bye	to	school.		If	adults	need	to	talk,	please	do	this	outside	of	the	
playgrounds and classroom while supervising children, as they are now in your care.  

Cell-phone	free	zone
We	ask	that	you	do	not	use	cell	phones	at	school,	especially	at	hello	and	good-bye	time.	Your	child	has	
missed	you	and	is	ready	to	re-connect	with	you.

Parking
Please	park	in	the	circular	area	outside	the	Preschool	playground	or	the	spaces	above	it.		Leave	the	
space	free	along	the	road	between	Preschool	and	High	School,	as	this	is	a	fire	zone.		It	is	important	to	
walk your child into and out of school so that they are safely supervised in the parking area.

YOUR	CHILD	AT	SCHOOL
The	First	Days	of	School/Separation
All	parents	of	children	new	to	Preschool	are	expected	to	make	a	plan	with	their	child’s	teachers	to	
support	children’s	comfort	with	separation.		This	is	very	important	for	success	at	school.		If	your
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child needs you to stay, please plan for this and let your child know.  You and the teachers will decide 
together	when	it	is	time	for	you	to	leave.		This	may	be	a	relatively	quick	process	for	some	of	you	and	a	
more	gradual	one	for	others.		If	you	have	any	questions,	ask	the	teachers.	

During	the	first	few	weeks	of	Preschool,	your	children	may	be	shy	and	cling	to	you	or	may	cry	a	lot.		
They	might	hit	other	children	in	play,	refuse	to	take	turns,	or	be	irritable	at	home.		Remember	that	
going	to	Preschool	is	a	very	big,	new	experience	and	that	each	child	has	an	individual	form	of	reaction	
to	new	situations.		Saying	good-bye	to	parents	and	healthy	separation	are	curriculum	for	a	school	
experience	at	this	age.		The	move	from	home	to	school	should	be	a	gradual	one.		If	your	children’s	first	
days	at	school	indicate	the	need	for	your	presence,	you	will	be	asked	to	accompany	them	until	the	need	
diminishes.		If	you	are	wondering	or	worried	about	your	child’s	early	reaction	to	school,	discuss	it	with	
the teachers.  Do not make an issue of it at home, and please refrain from discussing children in the 
third person in their presence.

Attempting	to	attract	your	child	to	this	or	that	toy	in	an	effort	to	amuse	or	distract	just	confuses	the	
child’s	real	task,	which	is	learning	to	say	good-bye	to	you	and	trust	that	you’ll	come	back.		Let	children	
just	stand	and	watch,	if	that	is	what	they	want	to	do.		Watching	is	a	form	of	participation,	too.		To	help	
your	child	through	this	transition,	it	is	important	for	you	to	be	there	at	school,	but	not	to	play	with	your	
child.		Please	stay	in	the	background,	sit	quietly,	bring	a	book	to	read,	and	“be	boring.”		Allow	your	
child to come to you when he or she needs to check in and then leave you to go play, knowing that you 
are	not	going	away.		Do	not	leave	children	at	school	by	sneaking	out	when	they	seem	to	be	engaged	and	
happy.		Do	say	good-bye	before	you	leave	so	that	your	child	may	trust	you.		

It	helps	the	separation	process	if	adults	(parents	and	teachers)	make	a	plan	in	advance,	then	clearly	and	
simply	share	it	with	children	before	the	school	day	begins.		Do	not	change	the	plan	based	on	a	child’s	
visible	distress.		Talk	clearly	and	calmly	about	how	you’ll	say	good-bye	at	school,	allowing	your	child	
to	choose	the	activity	or	place	for	saying	good-bye.		Giving	children	choice	helps	them	feel	a	sense	of	
power.		This	may	be	after	you	read	one	book	together,	kiss	across	the	fence,	or	wave	from	the	window.		
Talk	about	what	you’ll	do	together	after	school,	when	you	come	back	to	pick	them	up.		Bring	a	personal	
transitional	object	or	photo	of	you	if	needed	to	help	your	child	feel	at	home	without	you.		Make	a	book	
together,	with	personal	drawings	or	photos,	about	going	to	Preschool.

Parents	are	always	welcome	to	visit,	observe,	or	participate	with	special	activities	after	their	children	
have happily separated.      

Clothing  
School	is	a	place	to	relax,	enjoy,	and	learn.		Please	send	children	in	old,	washable	play	clothes	to	allow	
them maximum opportunity to participate in a wide variety of creative learning situations, often using 
materials	such	as	paint,	play-dough,	sand,	mud	or	food.		Smocks	are	available,	but	accidents	happen	
(our	paint	is	washable	but	some	colors	may	stain).		Be	sure	that	your	child	wears	clothes	that	are	meant	
to	be	dirty,	because	they	will	be!		

Please	leave	costumes	at	home.		There	are	many	materials	provided	which	children	may	use	to	create	
pretending costumes at school.
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Sturdy	play	shoes	are	a	must.		State	law	requires	shoes	to	be	worn	on	campus	by	all	of	us,	and	children	
need	them	to	walk	and	run	to	and	from	the	parking	lot	or	the	“baby	oak	tree.”		Children	may	go	barefoot	
on	the	Preschool	playground.

One	or	more	full	changes	of	clothes,	brought	in	a	sealed	container	and	marked,	must	be	brought	to	
school,	especially	for	hot	days	or	rainy	days!		These	stay	at	school	in	your	child’s	personal	cubby.		Please	
check daily for wet or soiled clothes, and send another change of clothes to school right away.

Temperatures	can	vary	30	degrees	within	a	single	day	in	Ojai;	it	helps	to	dress	in	layers.

Please	label	sweaters,	jackets,	hats,	lunch	boxes,	everything	(!),	so	lost	items	can	find	their	way	back	to	
you.		This	helps	save	time	and	loss	of	clothes.		Check	the	Lost-and-Found	box	on	the	front	porch	or	the	
fence often.

Children	have	a	cubby	with	their	name	on	it	for	special	belongings,	outerwear,	extra	clothes,	or	
backpack.		Please	check	every	day	before	going	home	to	insure	the	safe	return	of	all	personal	items.		
Artwork	will	be	placed	in	cubbies.

Snacks and Lunch
Since	young	children	sometimes	don’t	eat	breakfast,	have	small	stomachs,	and	need	a	nutritional	boost	
between	regular	mealtimes,	we	plan	for	a	mid-morning	snack	every	day.		It	makes	kids	feel	safe	to	know	
that	they	will	be	able	to	eat	at	school	when	they	get	hungry.	

Lunch	boxes	should	be	made	of	hard	plastic	or	metal	to	prevent	ground	squirrel	problems.		Please	be	
sure	that	snack	is	wholesome,	not	“junk	food.”		Families	have	different	values	around	food,	which	we	
respect,	but	at	Oak	Grove	we	exclude	sugar,	meat,	and	highly	processed	food.	(Read	the	ingredients	on	
the	package	if	you’re	not	sure.)		Nutritious	snacks	improve	health,	dispositions,	learning	ability,	and	
provide	needed	energy.		We	ask	that	lunch	containers	be	free	of	all	media	images.		

The	same	guidelines	apply	to	lunch	foods	sent	for	Extended	Day	children.		Some	families	find	it	helpful	
to	send	two	lunch	boxes,	one	marked	“Snack”	and	the	other	“Lunch.”		Regular	parent	attention	is	
needed in order to ensure that lunches contain neither too little nor too much food.  The school asks 
that	children	not	share	their	food	so	that	parents	may	monitor	their	child’s	diet	more	accurately.		In	an	
effort	to	curb	consumption	of	plastics	and	cut	down	the	amount	of	trash	generated	on	campus,	please	
pack	snack	items	in	re-useable	containers	clearly	marked	with	your	child’s	name.		Cloth	napkins	also	
help	children	begin	to	understand	ecological	concepts	like	“reduce,	reuse,	recycle”	in	a	concrete	way.

Parents	are	welcome	to	volunteer	to	create	a	cooking	project	with	children	during	school,	following	
dietary	restrictions	for	their	child’s	group.		Cooking	and	eating	together	are	great	bonding	and	
learning experiences for children.  With cooking curriculum we create opportunities to try foods from 
other	cultures	and	learn	different	ways	of	eating	foods	(chopsticks,	chapattis),	along	with	practicing	
independence	by	pouring	and	serving	independently.		Washing	up	dishes	and	tools	is	a	natural	and	
enjoyable	part	of	the	process.
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Toilet Learning
Mastery	of	the	toilet	learning	process	often	coincides	with	children’s	entry	into	Preschool.		We	
are	not	licensed	to	change	diapers	at	school,	so	children	need	to	be	independent	in	their	toileting.		
Some	children,	however,	may	naturally	be	working	on	this	or	may	regress	in	this	area	when	they	start	
Preschool.		Replacing	diapers	with	training	pants	upon	entrance	into	school	can	help;	this	lets	children	
know	what	is	expected	without	putting	undue	pressure	on	them.		If	your	child	wets	frequently,	send	
more than one change of clothing.  

We encourage children to undress themselves for toileting.  Children help themselves sooner if they 
have	clothing	that	is	easy	to	take	off	and	put	on	(such	as	pants	with	elastic	waistbands)	and	please:	no	
belts,	overalls,	buttons	up	the	back,	etc.	that	are	frustrating	to	the	child	and	reinforce	dependence	on	an	
adult.

Toilet	accidents	at	school	are	taken	in	a	matter-of-fact	way.		We	don’t	scold	or	punish	children	for	
having	an	accident.		We	simply	help	them	into	dry	clothes	and	encourage	the	habit	of	dryness.		In	case	
of	accidents,	be	sure	your	child	has	changes	of	underpants,	socks,	etc.	available.		Children	become	so	
involved	in	certain	projects	that	it	is	easy	to	forget	to	make	a	dash	for	the	toilet.		Please	understand	and	
try not to express shock or anger if your child should need to use this change of clothes while at school.

Our	facility	is	not	licensed	for	changing	diapers.		If	you	anticipate	that	your	child	will	need	an	adult	to	
clean up after a toileting accident during school hours, we will make a plan together to call you to come 
and	do	this	clean-up.

Children	use	the	bathroom	whenever	needed,	with	an	adult	keeping	an	eye	out	for	them.	We	keep	the	
children safe while encouraging independence in toileting.

Health
For the protection of your child as well as the others, please do not send children to school if there is any 
symptom	of	illness.		Children	play	outside	every	day,	even	in	inclement	weather.		Please	send	children	
to	school	only	when	they	are	able	to	participate	without	being	restricted.		Spare	them	the	unhappy	
experience	of	being	sent	home	when	they	appear	to	have	symptoms	of	illness.		In	such	a	case,	your	child	
will	quickly	be	isolated	from	other	children	and	you	will	be	contacted.

Sometimes	you	may	be	uncertain	as	to	whether	or	not	your	children	may	possibly	endanger	themselves	
or	other	children	by	going	to	school.		If	in	doubt	about	whether	to	send	your	children	to	school,	please	
keep them at home.  A child who seems unusually tired, has a runny nose, coughed in the night, has 
had	a	fever	or	upset	stomach	the	day	before,	will	benefit	from	a	day	of	rest	(or	more	if	necessary).		Other	
parents and teachers will appreciate your thoughtfulness.  

We	all	help	children	learn	to	wash	hands	before	cooking	and	eating	at	school	and	to	sneeze	into	their	
upper arm as needed.

Your children should stay home if they have any of the following symptoms:
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• A cold less than 3 days old
• A sore throat or earache
• Swollen neck glands
• Fever
•	 Nausea	or	vomiting
• Red or discharging eyes
• A rash
•	 Appear	listless,	drowsy,	flushed,	show	loss	of	appetite	or	any	behavior	noticeably	out	of	the		
 ordinary.

Children	may	not	re-enter	school	less	than	24	hours	after	a	fever	has	subsided.		A	pediatric	certificate	
is	required	when	a	child	has	a	frequent	runny	nose	due	to	allergy,	sinus,	etc.		Upon	a	child’s	return	to	
school	following	a	serious	illness,	surgery	or	broken	bone(s),	a	doctor’s	note	is	also	required.

Minor	injuries	sustained	in	school	will	be	handled	by	the	teachers.		Soap,	water	and	band-aids	will	be	
the	extent	of	the	first-aid	rendered.		In	case	of	accidental	injury,	we	will	make	an	immediate	attempt	to	
contact	you.		If	unable	to	reach	you,	we	will	call	your	child’s	physician	listed	on	your	medical	form.		Each	
child	must	have	an	emergency	consent	form	on	file	at	school.

If	necessary,	we	will	also	call	an	ambulance	or	paramedics.		The	Director	will	be	in	charge	of	making	
decisions	regarding	the	care	of	your	child.		The	school	maintains	a	parent’s	signed	consent	form	
agreeing	to	necessary	medical	care.		Please	keep	the	school	up-to-date	on	emergency	phone	numbers	
and other pertinent information.  

The	health	of	your	child	is	a	matter	of	major	importance	to	all	of	us.		All	children	and	parents	
participating	in	the	classroom	must	be	in	sound	emotional	and	physical	health.		Upon	enrollment,	
parents	or	guardians	must	file	with	us	a	health	evaluation	form	for	their	child,	signed	by	a	physician.

The	child’s	standard	immunizations	must	be	up-to-date,	and	the	parent	must	present	the	child’s	
Immunization	Record	prior	to	enrollment.		It	is	the	parents’	responsibility	to	keep	their	child	up-to-date	
on immunizations for the protection of the school community. 
A	child	may	not	attend	school	until	all	health	forms	have	been	completed	and	submitted	to	the	Oak	
Grove	School	office.

Children	with	special	developmental	needs	(these	can	include	physical,	emotional,	social	or	
psychological	needs)	will	be	evaluated	for	acceptance	by	the	teachers	and	Director.		If	an	undue	amount	
of	time	and	consideration	from	the	teachers	would	be	required,	a	parent,	caregiver	or	companion	might	
be	required	to	stay	with	the	child	at	school	or	referral	might	be	made	to	another	program.

If	your	child	has	any	allergies	or	health	problems,	please	let	the	Director	know.		If	a	child	has	been	
exposed	to	a	communicable	disease,	the	Director	must	be	notified	before	bringing	the	child	to	school.		
If	you	learn	that	your	child	has	a	contagious	disease,	please	let	us	know	as	soon	as	possible,	so	that	
we may alert other parents to watch for symptoms.  Children stay home from school until no longer 
contagious	(a	doctor’s	note	is	needed	to	confirm	this).		Please	call	the	classroom	at	extension	230	or	
email	teachers	if	your	child	will	be	absent	from	school.
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Bringing Toys to School  
We	ask	children	to	leave	all	personal	toys	either	at	home	or	in	the	car	or	bike.		Although	we	encourage	
a	close	bond	between	home	and	school	and	recognize	that	the	sharing	of	a	special	toy	may	help	bridge	
that	gap,	we	have	found	that	perhaps	more	conflicts	and	fights	erupt	over	toy	possession	and	breakage	
than	for	any	other	reason.		Furthermore,	some	children	use	material	possessions	to	“bribe”	and/or	
control	others;	we	feel	it	is	far	better	that	they	build	relationships	without	relying	on	props.		Do	not	
bring	“media	toys”	(or	media	lunch	boxes	or	media-inspired	clothing)	to	school	--	anything	that	is	a	
spin-off	of	TV,	video	game,	or	movie	characters	--	which	interfere	with	children’s	imaginative	play	ideas	
and	seem	to	especially	encourage	conflict.		Absolutely	no	toy	guns,	swords	or	weapons	of	any	kind	are	
allowed at school.

That	said,	we	recognize	that	beloved	books	or	nature	“finds”	like	bird’s	nests	do	not	seem	to	trigger	the	
same reaction, so they are welcome sharing items.  These offer your children a chance to communicate 
with others and a chance to share an important part of themselves.  Some of the most important learning 
experiences	arise	from	this	kind	of	peer	group	sharing,	especially	because	we	have	children	from	a	wide	
variety	of	backgrounds.		

Please	be	certain	your	child	leaves	inappropriate	items	at	home,	rather	than	bringing	them	to	school	and	
relying on teachers to navigate this while they are greeting all the children.  Any item that is dangerous 
or	breakable	should	stay	at	home	or	in	the	car.		

Please	talk	to	the	teachers	about	bringing	true	“comfort”	objects	such	as	security	blankets.		

Play-dates
We	ask	that	parents	make	play-date	plans	for	children	in	advance,	away	from	school.		
Our	policy	with	the	children	is	that	“it’s	not	okay	to	talk	about	play-dates	at	school.”		This	encompasses	
planning	them	and	talking	about	the	one	they’re	anticipating	or	remembering	–	because	others	may	
feel	excluded	and	it	hurts	feelings.		When	kids	beg	for	a	play-date	at	pick-up	time,	we	remind	them	and	
parents	that	play-date	planning	happens	at	home.		

Birthdays
Birthdays	are	very	important	to	children	of	this	age,	and	children	like	to	share	birthdays	with	their	
friends at school.  Birthdays are important occasions in growing up, and parents are encouraged to 
spend	some	time	at	school	that	day.		If	you	wish	to	provide	a	special	snack	for	your	child’s	birthday,	
please	contact	the	teachers	in	advance.		Remember	that	any	food	treat	needs	to	be	made	without	sugar,	
meat,	or	refined,	processed	foods.		In	addition,	teachers	will	let	you	know	about	food	allergies	or	dietary	
guidelines for other children in the group. 

Instead	of	food,	you	might	want	to	create	a	special	art	project	for	children	to	make	and	take	home.		If	a	
family	chooses	to,	children	may	donate	a	book	with	their	name	in	it	to	our	school	library.	If	there	will	be	
a	separate,	private	party	to	which	all	the	children	are	not	invited,	please	do	not	distribute	the	invitations	
or discuss it at school.
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Field	Trips	&	Permission	Slips
For	older	preschoolers,	later	in	the	school	year	when	the	children	are	comfortable	at	school,	we	
may	plan	local	field	trips.		One	of	the	most	beloved	trips	is	to	visit	a	child’s	own	home.		If	you	feel	
comfortable	inviting	the	group	to	have	a	simple	picnic	where	you	live,	we	welcome	this.		We	might	
choose	destinations	in	the	Ojai	community	(fire	station,	trolley	ride	to	the	park,	etc.).		Parents	will	be	
notified	before	each	trip	and	asked	to	sign	a	field	trip	release	for	each	trip	from	school.		Parent	cars	may	
be	used	to	help	with	transportation,	providing	that	you	have	an	appropriate	car-seat	for	each	child	and	
adequate	auto	insurance	(proof	of	this	must	be	on	file	at	school).		

We	welcome	extra	parents	to	volunteer	as	field	trip	guides.		The	more	adults	who	travel	with	us,	the	
more	opportunity	for	each	child’s	questions	to	be	heard.		Extra	hands	are	extremely	helpful,	so	please	
feel free to invite yourself.

Rainy Days
On	rainy	days,	the	two	Preschool	groups	engage	in	“rainy	day	hikes”	around	campus,	use	roofed	
outdoor areas for play, share our inside space, and share other spaces, like the Kindergarten classroom 
or	the	High	School	Student	Center.		Our	covered	porch	is	set	up	with	painting	easels	or	sensory	table	
and	activities	for	rain-water	exploration.

Since	Ojai	is	a	temperate	climate,	we	ask	parents	to	bring	children	warmly	dressed	for	outdoor	play	on	
rainy and cold or windy days.  Children	will	definitely	play	outside	and	their	clothing	will	get	wet.  With 
rubber	boots,	raincoat	and	hat,	we	will	go	puddle-hopping	and	explore	the	properties	of	drips	and	
gutters	as	the	rain	pours	down	and	collects	in	deep	spaces.		If	you	are	a	volunteer	that	day,	dress	warmly	
yourself, as adults are outside, too!  

Recycled Materials
There	is	much	learning	and	enjoyment	available	in	the	use	of	recycled	materials	at	school.		They	are	an	
integral	component	of	many	of	our	math,	art	and	science	projects,	and	they	save	our	school	budget	for	
other	supplies.		On	occasion,	please	save	recycled	materials	like	nature	magazines,	discarded	but	safe	
appliances	(to	be	taken	apart),	safe	wood	for	hammering,	lost	bits	such	as	keys,	stamps,	old	jewelry,	
orphan	toys	(no	media	toys),	found	objects	from	nature	like	feathers,	shells,	seed	pods,	or	clippings	and	
pruned	bits	from	your	garden	to	allow	for	sensory	experiences	and	flower	arranging.		Please	bring	us	
cardboard	boxes	of	all	sizes,	especially	refrigerator	and	washer/dryer	boxes!		Be	creative!		We	can	use	
almost anything that is clean and safe.

Art and Messes
Children	will	be	encouraged	to	participate	in	a	variety	of	art	activities,	some	with	lovely	results	and	some	
pretty	quirky.		Whatever	your	tastes,	please	be	appreciative	of	children’s	imagination,	enthusiasm,	
creativity	and	courage	to	use	materials	in	their	own	way.		We	aim	for	uniqueness,	self-expression,	hard	
work, experimentation and involvement.  

Please	do	not	paint	or	draw	for	children.		When	a	child	asks	adults	to	“draw	a	cat”	and	they	do	so,	it	can	
give	kids	a	feeling	of	hopelessness	–-	a	feeling	that	they	will	never	be	able	to	draw	such	a	“good”	(i.e.	
representational)	cat	themselves,	and	they	may	stop	trying.
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We	don’t	tell	children	what	to	paint	or	ask	them	what	they’ve	painted.		Instead	we	acknowledge	the	
effort,	feeling	or	colors	seen	in	the	painting.		Instead	of	asking,	“What	is	it?”	it’s	more	helpful	to	say	
something	like,	“What	a	lot	of	black,”	or	“That	must	have	taken	a	long	time.”		Even	“Hmmmm...”	
diminishes	a	child’s	sense	that	they	are	drawing	or	painting	for	our	external	response,	rather	than	for	
their	own	internal	satisfaction.		If	they	want	to	talk	about	it,	with	their	consent	we	may	write	down	what	
they	say	in	the	corner	of	the	picture	or	on	the	back.	

Remember	that	in	young	children’s	art,	the	finished	product	is	not	nearly	so	important	to	the	child’s	
growth	as	the	process	--	the	experimentation	with	color,	form,	texture,	or	the	feelings	of	frustration,	
fierceness,	fear	or	joy	expressed.		For	the	preschool-age	child,	creating	with	art	materials	is	an	excellent	
opportunity	for	developing	positive	self-appraisal.		We	encourage	you	to	display	your	child’s	work	in	
your	home,	since	this	can	spark	conversation	with	you	about	their	day	at	school.

Borrowing	Classroom	Library	Books
The	lending	policy	for	classroom	books	is	that	one	book	may	be	borrowed	by	a	child	for	one	day,	due	
back	on	the	child’s	next	school	day.		A	parent	signs	the	book	out	on	the	clipboard	that	day	and	signs	
it	back	in	again	the	next	day.		No	new	book	may	be	borrowed	if	the	first	is	not	yet	returned.		Please	do	
not	borrow	obviously	topical	books,	i.e.	books	the	teachers	are	likely	to	be	using	in	current	curriculum	
planning,	like	“Giving	Thanks”	at	Thanksgiving.		Please	replace	missing	or	damaged	books	right	away.		
We	encourage	you	to	use	the	public	library	as	your	primary	source	of	borrowed	books.

GENERAL	ALL-SCHOOL	RULES
At	Oak	Grove,	we	ask	students	not	to	damage	or	abuse	equipment,	buildings,	trees,	plants	or	animals	
that	live	at	school.		All	insects,	lizards,	snakes	on	campus	are	protected	from	being	collected	and/or	
caged.		Students	do	not	play	with	sticks	anytime	or	anywhere	on	campus.		Shoes	are	to	be	worn	at	all	
times	outdoors	on	campus,	with	the	exception	of	the	Preschool	playground.		

We	ask	students	not	to	bring	or	use	electronics	at	school.		WE	ALSO	ASK	ADULTS	NOT	TO	USE	
CELL-PHONES	WHILE	AT	SCHOOL,	as	it	interferes	with	attunement	to	children’s	needs.		

Family Environment
Parents	who	enroll	a	child	at	Oak	Grove	are	asked	to	support	and	encourage	a	family	environment	that	
reflects	the	intention	of	the	school.		Some	examples	of	practices	in	the	home	that	are	consistent	with	
those	employed	at	school	are	listed	here.		These	suggestions	may	be	discussed	in	Parent	Meetings:

“Wondering	out	loud”	with	children,	rather	than	jumping	to	judgment
Setting	clear,	consistent,	firm	boundaries	and	limits	and	following	through	with	logical	consequences	
rather than using rewards and punishments
Respecting	children’s	individuality,	learning	style	and	pace
Establishing	family	time	and	family	meetings
Establishing	quiet	times	or	times	of	solitude
Giving	age-appropriate	responsibilities	to	develop	life	skills	and	mutual	responsibility
Relating to nature and caring for the environment
Attending to choice of healthful food and exercise
Addressing	media	issues	thoughtfully	(see	below).
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Television and Media Exposure
Among	the	issues	with	which	the	school	staff	is	centrally	concerned	is	popular	culture’s	influence	
on	children.		Through	music,	film,	video	games,	cyberspace,	and	print,	children	are	subjected	to	
highly	potent	messages	about	life.		The	impact	of	such	messages	is	revealed	regularly	in	children’s	
conversations,	artwork,	dress,	and	play.		The	21st	century	media	boom	threatens	to	supplant	both	
family and school as primary sources of information and values.

Parents	and	teachers	are	not	powerless	in	the	face	of	this.		Clearly	it	is	the	task	of	both	parents	
and	teachers	to	cultivate	critical	judgment	so	that	children	can	become	discriminating	adults.		It	
is	not	possible	to	shield	students	entirely	from	the	media	even	while	still	young,	but	it	is	a	parental	
responsibility	to	regulate	and	monitor	their	access	to	it.		Every	person	has	daily	opportunities	to	choose	
how	to	act,	what	to	eat,	wear,	or	acquire,	and	to	focus	on	the	level	of	attention	given	to	moment-to-
moment experiences.

“TV	programming	and	advertising	selectively	portray	and	powerfully	reinforce	a	materialistic	
orientation	toward	life.		Advertising	exhorts	us	to	consume	more	while	our	instincts	for	human	survival	
tell	us	we	need	to	learn	how	to	live	with	less.”		(from	Voluntary	Simplicity	by	Duane	Elgin).

PARENTS	ASKING	QUESTIONS	–	WHO	TO	ASK:
Teachers:
Questions	about	your	child’s	academic,	personal,	or	social	progress.		Please	inform	teachers	if	
your	child	is	experiencing	any	unusual	stress	at	home,	i.e.	family	sickness,	death,	parental	absence,	
separation, divorce, so that teachers can take the situation into account in their daily work with your 
child.

Director	of	Early	Childhood	Programs: 
Questions	about	child	development,	limit	setting	and	consequences,	general	ECP	curriculum,	state	
licensing	issues,	school	safety,	ECP	student	admission	and	placement.

Head of School:
Questions	regarding	general	school	philosophy,	policies	and	procedures,	financial	aid	concerns,	
problem-solving	and/or	mediation	when	all	other	avenues	have	been	exhausted	(see	Conflict	
Resolution	policy).

Business	Office:
Questions	regarding	tuition	payments	or	billing	concerns.

Director of Admissions:
Questions	regarding	enrollment	or	re-enrollment.

Director of Development:
Questions	regarding	fund-raising.
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Communications Associate:
Questions	regarding	school	news,	calendar,	upcoming	events.

Oak Grove School Board Chair:
Questions	regarding	school	governance.

Executive Director and Trustees of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America:
Questions	regarding	KFA	activities	–	publishing,	archives,	library	and	study	center,	workshops,	
gatherings	and	dialogues,	information	about	international	trustees	meetings	and	other	projects.

OAK	GROVE	SCHOOL	CONFLICT	RESOLUTION	POLICY	AND	PROTOCOL
In	line	with	the	school’s	intent,	a	mindful	approach	to	conflict	is	extremely	important.		Small	school	
communities	such	as	ours	depend	on	honest,	reflective,	sensitive	and	caring	forms	of	communication	
that	above	all	consider	what	we	are	modeling	for	growing	children.		We	ask	all	members	of	our	
community to consider the following:

Step	One	–	Asking	Questions,	Fact-finding,	and	Clarifying	Situations	before	Taking	Action: 
In	the	world	of	mediation	and	conflict	resolution,	it	is	often	the	case	that	a	conflict	could	have	been	
avoided	had	the	parties	involved	gathered	more	information.		Sometimes	a	concern	is	based	on	limited	
information,	a	misunderstanding,	or	a	rumor,	followed	by	misinformed	reaction	that	then	escalates	into	
conflict.	

If	a	student	or	parent	has	a	concern,	we	ask	that	the	first	step	taken	be	to	SPEAK	WITH	THE	PARTIES	
INVOLVED	WITH	AN	OPEN	MIND;	ASK	QUESTIONS	and	CLARIFY	before	passing	judgment	
or	passing	information	on	to	others.		This	approach	can	often	resolve	concerns	before	they	become	
conflicts.

Step	Two	–	Direct	Communication	with	Other	Party:  
When	a	genuine	concern	or	conflict	is	evident,	THE	FIRST	ATTEMPT	AT	RESOLUTION	MUST	BE	
DIRECTLY	WITH	THE	OTHER	PARTY.		We	ask	that	parents	do	this	before	speaking	to	uninvolved	
parties,	which	frequently	complicates	the	original	problem.		We	also	ask	that	communication	be	
made	by	setting	up	a	face-to-face	meeting	with	the	other	party.		PLEASE	DO	NOT	USE	EMAIL	TO	
COMMUNICATE	SENSITIVE	ISSUES.

Parents	&	Faculty/Staff:		Parents	are	asked	to	contact	the	faculty	or	staff	member	directly	and	set	up	a	
meeting to discuss the issue.
Students	&	Faculty/Staff:		Students	in	early	childhood	are	represented	by	their	parents.		If	a	faculty	
or	staff	member	is	the	other	party,	then	a	meeting	should	be	arranged	directly	with	the	faculty/staff	
member.

Step Three – Mediation:
If	Step	One	and	Two	do	not	result	in	satisfactory	resolution,	parents	should	seek	help	with	mediation	in	
the following order:
When	the	concern	involves	a	teacher	or	faculty/staff	member	who	is	not	the	child’s	homeroom
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teacher:		First,	seek	the	assistance	of	the	child’s	homeroom	teacher	and	ask	him	or	her	to	meet	together	
with	you	and	the	other	party.		Second,	seek	the	assistance	of	the	Director	of	Early	Childhood	Programs.	

When	the	concern	involves	your	child’s	teacher(s),	seek	the	assistance	of	the	Director	of	ECP.		

Final Step:
When	all	possible	attempts	at	resolution	have	been	exhausted,	the	Head	of	School	should	be	contacted.		
If	this	final	mediation	does	not	result	in	resolution,	the	Head	of	School	will	consider	the	various	points	
of view and decide what action to take.

WELCOME!
We	teachers	are	excited	by	the	chance	to	work	together	with	you	to	enhance	growth	for	all	of	us.		
Children	live	in	the	here-and-now.		Their	questions,	current	ideas	and	passions	really	matter.		Meeting	
children where they are, encouraging them to ask questions, make meaningful decisions and share their 
thinking,	is	what	powerful	learning	and	teaching	are	all	about.

We are creating a unique community together here at Oak Grove, a place where children and adults 
are	free	to	explore,	to	express	themselves,	to	make	friends,	to	solve	problems	creatively,	and	to	be	
themselves.		Other	parents	will	tell	you:		the	more	you	put	into	the	experience,	the	more	you’ll	get	out	of	
it!  

Again,	welcome…	Enjoy	your	time	here.

— § — 



Page 52
2017-2018 Edition

KI
ND

ER
GA

RT
EN

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

“The	years	which	a	student	spends	in	a	school	must	leave	behind	in	him	a	fragrance	and	delight.”

J. Krishnamurti, On Education

Revised July 2017
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WELCOME
The staff of Oak Grove School extends a warm welcome to all returning and new Kindergarten children 
and	their	families.		When	your	child	enrolls	in	our	Early	Childhood	Programs,	you	become	a	member	of	
this community of teachers, parents and caregivers working as partners to support young children.  You 
help create its atmosphere and our collective spirit makes the school what it is!  

ABOUT	THE	EARLY	CHILDHOOD	PROGRAMS	AT	OAK	GROVE	SCHOOL
Adrienne	Hoskins	serves	as	Director	of	the	Early	Childhood	Programs,	with	support	from	the	Oak	
Grove Head of School, Jodi Grass.  Our staff includes professional Kindergarten teachers with a 
dedicated interest in the healthy growth and development of young children and their families.  Laila 
Muller is Lead Kindergarten Teacher, with Bettina Hohner serving as Associate Kindergarten 
Teacher.		Adrienne,	a	child	development	specialist,	consults	with	ECP	teachers	and	provides	our	Parent	
Education program.  Ron Schindel supervises the Kindergarten program.

We	believe	in	the	value	of	parent	participation	in	a	child’s	first	school	experiences.		We	invite	all	parents	
to	volunteer	their	time,	talents	or	resources	to	enrich	our	programs.		Please	let	the	Kindergarten	
teachers know how you would like to volunteer!

THE	BASICS
School Hours:
Kindergarten	–	8:30am-1:30pm	MTuThF,	8:30am-12:00noon	on	Wednesdays.

Before	Care	for	Kindergarten	–	8:00-8:30am,	Monday	through	Friday,	in	the	Kindergarten	classroom.

Extended	Care	for	Kindergarten	–	1:30-2:30pm	with	Laila	on	the	Kindergarten	playground.

Aftercare	on	the	elementary	playground	with	Jeanette	Stampfli	and	Marga	Kaspar	–	2:30-5:00pm.

THE	PROGRAMS
KINDERGARTEN	is	designed	for	5-	to	6-year-olds	and	meets	from	8:30am	to	1:30pm,	Monday,	
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  On Wednesdays, all Oak Grove students are dismissed at 12noon.  
Kindergarten	is	a	step	from	Preschool	into	the	wider	school	community.		It	builds	the	foundation	for	
social	maturity	and	academic	learning	while	remaining	responsive	to	the	here-and-now	of	the	young	
child’s	experience.		

Before	Care	is	available	without	charge	from	8:00-8:30am	in	the	Kindergarten	classroom.		Aftercare	
is	available	from	1:30-5:00pm,	the	first	hour	on	the	Kindergarten	playground,	after	which	a	Teacher	
walks	children	across	campus	to	join	the	elementary	program.
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EDUCATIONAL	PHILOSOPHY
Our	mission	is	to	encourage	in	young	children	their	joy	of	discovery	and	spirit	of	inquiry	by	offering	
them	experiences	that	make	learning	come	alive.		We	strive	for	collaboration	among	teachers,	staff	
and families that models the values of cooperation and community.  We seek to foster in our students a 
sense	of	well-being	and	confidence	that	enables	them	to	appreciate	others	and	find	enduring	meaning	in	
their lives.

We support development of the whole child, with curriculum and environment organized to foster 
growth of each individual in the areas of intellectual, social, emotional and physical skills.

This	is	a	child-centered	program,	and	we	believe	that	young	children	learn	best	through	experience	
(learning	by	doing).		Our	program	is	designed	to	offer	a	variety	of	play	experiences.		Important	
components	are	singing,	painting,	crafts,	play-dough,	pretending,	body	movement,	cooking,	care	of	
the environment, individual and group experiences, reading and dictating stories, science, gardening, 
manipulatives,	group	discussion	and	problem-solving.

Learning	is	both	an	intellectual	and	emotional	process	and	involves	personal	impressions	and	feelings.		
We	believe	that	healthy	emotional	growth	requires	expression	of	feelings.		Experiences	are	fostered	
which	promote	positive	self-appraisal,	personal	respect	and	affirmation	of	individual	differences.		

For	social	growth,	responsibility	to	the	group	is	emphasized	in	a	non-competitive	way.		We	value	and	
support	the	process	of	learning	self-regulation,	making	friends	and	nurturing	trusting	relationships.										

Many	outside	active	experiences	(running,	jumping,	swinging,	climbing,	balancing,	wheel	toys,	etc.)	are	
incorporated	into	the	program.		These	activities	are	of	major	importance	in	the	development	of	strong,	
healthy	bodies	and	eventual	academic	skills,	as	well	as	personal	expression	and	release.

We	observe	that	children	learn	at	their	own	pace	and	have	unique	talents	and	learning	needs.		Attention	
is placed upon the individual learner and personal developmental patterns.

We	value	differences;	children	of	diverse	ethnic,	socio-economic	and	developmental	levels	enrich	our	
group.   We support the mainstreaming of children with special developmental needs, working with 
families to determine whether Oak Grove has the resources needed to support student needs.

Schools	with	parent	involvement	are	potentially	healthy,	strong	schools.		Parents	make	it	so	through	
supporting	each	other,	the	children,	the	teachers	and	Director,	through	contributing	ideas	and	skills,	
taking an active interest in group activities and putting to use new learning experiences at home as 
well	as	in	the	community.		When	all	the	adults	--	mothers,	fathers,	grandparents,	step-parents,	primary	
caregivers	--	are	enthusiastic,	supportive	and	have	a	positive	attitude	about	sharing	in	responsibilities,	
not	only	the	school	as	a	whole	benefits	and	grows,	but	parents,	teachers	and	children	grow	as	well.
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ARRIVALS	AND	DEPARTURES
Arrival Time:  8:30am
In	order	to	set	up	the	day’s	activities,	the	Kindergarten	Teachers	are	involved	in	preparation	before	
8:30am.		Children	who	arrive	between	8:00-8:30am	may	join	Before	Care	in	the	Kindergarten	
classroom.

It	is	important	that	you	be	on	time	in	the	morning!		It	can	be	very	difficult	for	a	young	child	to	enter	a	
group	already	deeply	engaged	in	“Morning	Meeting.”	We	will	allow	a	few	minutes	as	a	gentle,	settling-
in	time	at	8:30am	before	we	begin.

Pick-up	Time:		1:30	p.m.
It	is	essential	that	you	be	on	time	to	pick	up	your	child	and	then	say	good-bye	to	school	promptly	at	
1:30pm.		Children	become	anxious	if	parents	are	delayed	and	it	may	undermine	their	trust	in	you.		
Should	you	be	unavoidably	detained,	please	call	and	let	us	know.		Your	child	will	then	join	the	Aftercare	
group	and	you	will	be	charged	for	that	program.		Late	pick-up	charge	is	$5.00	for	each	15-minute	
increment,	with	a	minimum	of	$5.00.	

“Clean”	Good-byes:		When	you	pick	up	your	child	at	1:30pm,	please	say	good-bye	to	the	school	
campus	without	lingering.		We	find	this	transition	time	to	be	prone	to	accidents,	as	there	can	be	
confusion	about	who	is	supervising	children.		Teachers	are	engaged	with	clean-up	and	Aftercare	
responsibilities,	so	we	ask	that	parents	be	vigilant	about	leaving	school	directly.		Children	have	just	had	
closure	at	“Good-bye	Circle”	and	are	tired	–	they	have	worked	hard	and	are	ready	to	re-connect	with	
you.		It’s	also	important	to	be	on	time	for	Extended	Care	pick-up	time	at	2:30pm.

Aftercare:		1:30-5:00	p.m.	(Wednesdays,	12:00noon-5:00pm)
Kindergarten	kids	needing	afternoon	childcare	stay	and	play	on	the	playground	with	Laila	for	the	first	
hour	after	school.		At	2:30pm,	they	are	walked	over	to	the	elementary	school	playground	to	join	the	
older	students	in	the	After-school	Program	there,	and	children	are	supervised	until	5:00pm.	There	kids	
relax,	choose	among	enriching	and	fun	activities,	stretch	their	imaginations,	exercise	their	bodies	and	
minds, and make new friends in a safe, caring elementary school environment.  

Authorization	to	Pick	Up
No	child	will	be	released	to	a	person	who	is	unauthorized	by	a	parent	or	caregiver	to	pick	up	the	child.		
We	must	have	written	or	verbal	authorization	for	changes	in	this	respect.			
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SNACKS	AND	LUNCH
Since	young	children	sometimes	don’t	eat	breakfast,	have	small	stomachs	and	need	a	nutritional	boost	
between	regular	mealtimes,	we	plan	for	a	mid-morning	snack.		Kids	feel	safe	knowing	that	they	will	be	
able	to	eat	at	school	when	they	get	hungry.		

Please	send	snack	in	a	reusable,	squirrel-proof	lunch-box	every	day	(please	choose	lunchboxes	without	
media	images)	and	be	sure	that	snack	is	wholesome,	not	junk	food.		Families	have	different	values	
around	food	which	we	wish	to	respect,	but	at	Oak	Grove	the	rule	is	no	sugar,	no	meat	and	no	highly	
processed	food	(please	read	the	ingredients	on	the	package).		Nutritious	snacks	improve	health,	
dispositions,	learning	ability	and	provide	needed	energy.		

The	same	guidelines	apply	to	lunch	if	children	are	bringing	their	own	lunch	(not	electing	to	join	the	Hot	
Lunch	program).		Some	families	find	it	helpful	to	send	two	lunch	boxes,	one	marked	“Snack”	and	the	
other “Lunch.”  Regular parent attention is needed in order to ensure that lunches contain neither too 
little nor too much food.  The school asks that children not share their food so that parents may monitor 
their	child’s	diet	more	accurately.		In	an	effort	to	curb	consumption	of	plastics	and	cut	down	the	amount	
of	trash	generated	on	campus,	please	pack	snack	items	in	re-useable	containers	clearly	marked	with	
your	child’s	name.		Cloth	napkins	also	help	children	begin	to	understand	ecological	concepts	like	
“reduce, reuse, recycle” in a concrete way.

Eating	together	is	a	great	learning	experience	for	children.		Kindergarten	kids	will	cook	together	and	be	
exposed	to	foods	from	other	cultures	and	different	ways	of	eating	foods	(chopsticks,	chapattis).		They	
will	practice	independence	by	opening,	pouring,	serving	themselves	and	cleaning	up.		We	urge	you	to	
do this with children at home, too.

At 11:30am every day except Wednesday, Kindergarten kids walk with their teachers over to the lunch 
tables	behind	Main	House.		You	may	send	a	lunch	from	home	for	them	or	sign	up	in	advance	for	the	
school	Hot	Lunch	Program.	After	lunch,	teachers	help	children	return	to	the	playground	where	they	
have	an	opportunity	for	play,	a	time	in	which	they	can	freely	pursue	their	own	interests	before	returning	
to the classroom for the afternoon.  
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THE	ROLE	OF	OAK	GROVE	PARENTS
Parents	are,	first	of	all,	parents	of	their	own	child.		Second,	parents	become	a	member	of	a	learning	
community	themselves.		All	parents	attend	a	monthly	evening	Parent	Meeting	with	their	child’s	teachers	
to	engage	in	discussion	about	classroom	and	child	development	issues	and	stay	informed	about	all-
school	business.		Parents	may	also	attend	at	least	one	monthly	morning	Parent	Education	discussion	
time with Adrienne during the school morning.  These sessions are an opportunity for parents to 
discuss	the	joys	and	challenges	of	parenting	young	children.

Third,	all	parents	are	asked	how	they	would	like	to	volunteer	their	abilities	and	talents	at	school,	
including	in	the	classroom.		Our	program	is	much	richer	when	we	share	what	we	know	and	love	the	best.		
Valuable	contributions	have	been	made	by	parents	in	sharing	other	languages	or	cultural	traditions	
(songs,	recipes,	customs),	interests	in	science,	music,	photography,	dance,	books	or	art.		Your	passion	
will	be	contagious!		The	shared	talents	of	all	parents	ensure	the	richness	of	the	curriculum,	and	your	
children will know that their school is important to you.  

At	our	first	evening	Parent	Meeting,	parents	will	have	the	opportunity	to	sign	up	to	volunteer	in	support	
of	the	program	and	teachers	in	important	ways.		Needs	include	a	Representative	and	an	Alternate	to	the	
all-school	Parent	Council,	help	in	planning	field	trips	or	bringing	skills	such	as	wood-working	to	the	
group.

PARENT	EDUCATION
Once	a	month	all	Oak	Grove	parents	participate	in	an	evening	Parent	Meeting	with	their	child’s	
teachers.  At least one adult from each family is required to attend.  At these meetings, the teachers 
facilitate	discussion	with	parents	about	classroom	life	and	early	childhood	issues,	building	our	
knowledge	and	understanding	from	meeting	to	meeting.		All-school	business	is	also	shared.

In	addition,	twice	each	month	Adrienne	is	available	to	meet	for	discussion	with	parents	during	their	
child’s	school	morning.		We	urge	each	family	to	attend,	if	possible.		They	are	golden	opportunities	
to deepen understanding of our individual children, their relationships and growth, and of child 
development	in	general.		The	goal	is	to	increase	self-understanding,	balance	and	joy	in	family	life.

We	encourage	families	to	include	all	adults	in	their	child’s	life	in	our	school	activities.		This	helps	
children	experience	more	consistency	between	school	and	home	in	the	choices	we	make	for	them.		
Observing	and	discussing	children	together	as	a	team	helps	us	all	become	more	conscious	in	our	
parenting and enriches our community.
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PARENT-TEACHER	CONFERENCES
Kindergarten	Parent-Teacher	Conferences	are	scheduled	twice	during	the	school	year,	once	in	
October	and	once	in	March,	for	one	week	during	the	afternoons.		(School	ends	at	12:00noon	that	
week,	with	After-school	care	available	from	12noon	until	5:00pm.)		Parents	are	encouraged	to	discuss	
any	situation	that	is	troublesome	to	the	child	at	home,	in	the	family	or	neighborhood.		The	more	the	
teachers	and	Director	know	about	each	child,	the	better	their	understanding	can	be	and	the	deeper	their	
relationship	with	the	child	can	become.	It	is	our	goal	to	help	each	child	receive	utmost	support	from	the	
school experience.

If	you	need	to	ask	questions	or	wish	to	discuss	something	in	depth	with	the	teachers	or	Director,	please	
make arrangements to call or talk when children are not present. 

COMMUNICATION	BETWEEN	SCHOOL	AND	HOME
Information	about	school-related	activities	will	reach	you	through:
• Regular teacher emails.
•	 Weekly	school	updates	sent	by	email,	called	“This	Week	at	Oak	Grove.”
• A monthly calendar of upcoming events, sent electronically.
•	 Notices	posted	on	the	ECP	kiosk	or	Kindergarten	doorway.
•	 The	OGS	website	is	www.oakgroveschool.org.  This includes calendars, photos, videos,  
	 newsletters,	special	events,	menus,	Parent	Council,	announcements	and	school	forms.		There	 
	 is	also	information	on	the	school,	its	history	and	philosophy.		The	website	is	updated	weekly.

Please	be	sure	to	check	daily	for	communications	so	you	will	be	aware	of	the	“goings-on”	of	school.		In	
addition,	the	required	monthly	Parent	Meeting	informs	parents	in	more	depth,	with	the	opportunity	for	
questions and discussion.

Teachers	use	their	cell	phones	as	clocks,	cameras	and	emergency	phones	when	on	the	playground.		If	
you	need	to	get	a	message	to	teachers,	please	use	the	classroom	telephone:		805-646-8236	extension	
228.		Teachers	do	not	check	email	during	the	school	day.		If	an	email	is	sent,	we	will	do	our	best	to	reply	
within	24	hours,	but	please	know	that	life	with	our	own	families	sometimes	interferes.		On	Fridays,	our	
intention	is	to	return	emails	on	Monday.		We’re	all	navigating	a	new	era	with	the	expectation	of	instant	
communication;	it	is	our	sincere	hope	to	slow	down	and	bring	more	thoughtful	responsiveness	to	this	
process.  

http://www.oakgroveschool.org
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GENERAL	ALL-SCHOOL	RULES
At	Oak	Grove,	we	ask	students	not	to	damage	or	abuse	equipment,	buildings,	trees,	plants	or	animals	
that	live	at	school.		All	insects,	lizards,	snakes	on	campus	are	protected	from	being	collected	and/or	
caged.		No	students	may	play	with	sticks	anytime	or	anywhere	on	campus.		Shoes	are	to	be	worn	at	all	
times	outdoors	(with	occasional	exceptions	for	water	play).		

We	ask	students	not	to	bring	or	use	electronics	at	school.		WE	ALSO	ASK	ADULTS	NOT	TO	USE	
CELL-PHONES	WHILE	AT	SCHOOL,	as	this	interferes	with	attunement	to	children’s	needs.		

Family Environment
Parents	who	enroll	a	child	at	Oak	Grove	are	asked	to	support	and	encourage	a	family	environment	that	
reflects	the	intention	of	the	school.		Some	examples	of	practices	in	the	home	that	are	consistent	with	
those	employed	by	Oak	Grove	Teachers	are	listed	here.		These	suggestions	may	be	discussed	in	Parent	
Meetings:

“Wondering	out	loud”	with	children,	rather	than	jumping	to	judgment
Setting	boundaries	and	limits	and	following	through	with	logical	consequences	rather	than	using	
rewards and punishments
Respecting	children’s	individuality,	learning	style	and	pace
Establishing	family	time	and	family	meetings
Establishing	quiet	times	or	times	of	solitude
Giving	age-appropriate	responsibilities	to	develop	life	skills	and	mutual	responsibility
Relating to nature and caring for the environment
Attending to choice of healthful food and exercise
Addressing	media	issues	thoughtfully	(see	below).

Television and Media Exposure
Among	the	issues	with	which	the	school	staff	is	centrally	concerned	is	popular	culture’s	influence	on	
children.		Through	music,	film,	video	games,	cyberspace	and	print,	children	are	subjected	to	highly	
potent	messages	about	life.		The	impact	of	such	messages	is	revealed	regularly	in	the	children’s	
conversations,	artwork,	dress	and	play.		The	21st	century	media	boom	threatens	to	supplant	both	family	
and school as primary sources of information and values.

Parents	and	teachers	are	not	powerless	in	the	face	of	this.		Clearly	it	is	the	task	of	both	parents	
and	teachers	to	cultivate	critical	judgment	so	that	children	can	become	discriminating	adults.		It	
is	not	possible	to	shield	students	entirely	from	the	media	even	while	still	young,	but	it	is	a	parental	
responsibility	to	regulate	and	monitor	their	access	to	it.		Every	person	has	daily	opportunities	to	choose	
how	to	act,	what	to	eat,	wear	or	acquire,	and	to	focus	on	the	level	of	attention	given	to	moment-to-
moment experiences.

“TV	programming	and	advertising	selectively	portray	and	powerfully	reinforce	a	materialistic	
orientation toward life.  Advertising exhorts us to consume more while our instincts for human survival 
tell	us	we	need	to	learn	how	to	live	with	less.”		(from	“Voluntary	Simplicity”	by	Duane	Elgin).
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ASKING	QUESTIONS	–	WHO	TO	ASK:
Teachers:
Questions	about	your	child’s	academic,	personal	or	social	progress.		Please	inform	teachers	if	your	child	
is	experiencing	any	unusual	stress	at	home,	i.e.	family	sickness,	death,	parental	absence,	separation,	
divorce, so that teachers can take the situation into account in their daily work with your child.

Dean of Elementary School:
Questions	about	Kindergarten	regarding	school-wide	issues.	

Director	of	Early	Childhood	Programs: 
Questions	about	child	development,	limit	setting	and	consequences,	general	ECP	curriculum,	school	
safety,	ECP	student	admission	and	placement.

Head of School:
Questions	regarding	general	school	philosophy,	policies	and	procedures,	financial	aid	concerns,	
problem-solving	and/or	mediation	when	all	other	avenues	have	been	exhausted	(see	Conflict	
Resolution	policy).

Business	Office:
Questions	regarding	tuition	payments	or	billing	concerns.

Director of Admissions:
Questions	regarding	enrollment	or	re-enrollment.

Director of Development:
Questions	regarding	fund-raising.

Communications Associate:
Questions	regarding	school	news,	calendar,	upcoming	events.

Oak Grove School Board Chair:
Questions	regarding	school	governance.

Executive Director and Trustees of the Krishnamurti Foundation of America:
Questions	regarding	KFA	activities	–	publishing,	archives,	library	and	study	center,	workshops,	
gatherings	and	dialogues,	information	about	international	trustees	meetings	and	other	projects.
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OAK	GROVE	SCHOOL	CONFLICT	RESOLUTION	POLICY	AND	PROTOCOL
In	line	with	the	school’s	intent,	a	mindful	approach	to	conflict	is	extremely	important.		Small	school	
communities	such	as	ours	depend	on	honest,	reflective,	sensitive	and	caring	forms	of	communication	
that	above	all	consider	what	we	are	modeling	for	growing	children.		We	ask	all	members	of	our	
community to consider the following:

Step	One	–	Asking	Questions,	Fact-finding,	and	Clarifying	Situations	before	Taking	Action: 
In	the	world	of	mediation	and	conflict	resolution,	it	is	often	the	case	that	a	conflict	could	have	been	
avoided	had	the	parties	involved	gathered	more	information.		Sometimes	a	concern	is	based	on	limited	
information,	a	misunderstanding,	or	a	rumor	followed	by	misinformed	reaction	that	then	escalates	into	
conflict.		

If	a	student	or	parent	has	a	concern,	we	ask	that	the	first	step	taken	be	to	SPEAK	WITH	THE	PARTIES	
INVOLVED	WITH	AN	OPEN	MIND;	ASK	QUESTIONS	and	CLARIFY	before	passing	judgment	
or	passing	information	on	to	others.		This	approach	can	often	resolve	concerns	before	they	become	
conflicts.

Step	Two	–	Direct	Communication	with	Other	Party:  
When	a	genuine	concern	or	conflict	is	evident,	THE	FIRST	ATTEMPT	AT	RESOLUTION	MUST	BE	
DIRECTLY	WITH	THE	OTHER	PARTY.		We	ask	that	parents	do	this	before	speaking	to	uninvolved	
parties,	which	frequently	complicates	the	original	problem.		We	also	ask	that	communication	be	
made	by	setting	up	a	face-to-face	meeting	with	the	other	party.		PLEASE	DO	NOT	USE	EMAIL	TO	
COMMUNICATE	SENSITIVE	ISSUES.

Parents	&	Faculty/Staff:		Parents	are	asked	to	contact	the	faculty	or	staff	member	directly	and	set	up	a	
meeting to discuss the issue.
Students	&	Faculty/Staff:		Students	in	early	childhood	are	represented	by	their	parents.		If	a	faculty	
or	staff	member	is	the	other	party,	then	a	meeting	should	be	arranged	directly	with	the	faculty/staff	
member.

Step Three – Mediation:
If	Step	One	and	Two	do	not	result	in	satisfactory	resolution,	parents	should	seek	help	with	mediation	in	
the following order:

When	the	concern	involves	a	teacher	or	faculty/staff	member	who	is	not	the	child’s	homeroom	teacher:		
First,	seek	the	assistance	of	the	child’s	homeroom	teacher	and	ask	them	to	meet	together	with	you	and	
the	other	party.		Second,	seek	the	assistance	of	the	Director	of	Early	Childhood	Programs.	

When	the	concern	involves	your	child’s	teacher(s),	seek	the	assistance	of	the	Dean	of	Elementary	
School.  

Final Step:
When	all	possible	attempts	at	resolution	have	been	exhausted,	the	Head	of	School	should	be	contacted.		
If	this	final	mediation	does	not	result	in	resolution,	the	Head	of	School	will	consider	the	various	points	
of view and decide what action to take.
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HEALTH  
For the protection of your child as well as the others, please do not send children to school if there is 
any	symptom	of	illness.		Children	play	outside	every	day,	even	in	inclement	weather.		Please	send	your	
children	to	school	only	when	they	are	able	to	participate	without	being	restricted.		Spare	them	the	
unhappy	experience	of	being	sent	home	when	they	appear	to	have	symptoms	of	illness.		In	such	a	case,	
they	will	quickly	be	isolated	from	other	children	and	you	will	be	contacted.

Sometimes	you	may	be	uncertain	as	to	whether	or	not	your	children	may	possibly	endanger	themselves	
or	other	children	by	going	to	school.		If	in	doubt	about	whether	to	send	children	to	school,	please	keep	
them at home.  A child who seems unusually tired, has a runny nose, has had a fever or upset stomach 
the	day	before,	will	benefit	from	a	day	of	rest	(or	more	if	necessary).		Other	parents	and	teachers	will	
appreciate your thoughtfulness.  

We	all	help	children	learn	to	wash	hands	before	cooking	and	eating	at	school	and	to	sneeze	into	their	
upper arm as needed.

Your children should stay home if they have any of the following symptoms:
• A cold less than 3 days old
• A sore throat or earache
• Swollen neck glands
• Fever
•	 Nausea	or	vomiting
• Red or discharging eyes
• A rash
•	 Appear	listless,	drowsy,	flushed,	show	loss	of	appetite	or	any	behavior	noticeably	out	of	the		
 ordinary.

Children	may	not	re-enter	school	less	than	24	hours	after	a	fever	has	subsided.		A	pediatric	certificate	
is	required	when	a	child	has	a	frequent	runny	nose	due	to	allergy,	sinus,	etc.		Upon	a	child’s	return	to	
school	following	a	serious	illness,	surgery	or	broken	bone(s),	a	doctor’s	note	is	also	required.

Minor	injuries	sustained	in	school	will	be	handled	by	the	teachers	or	qualified	parent	volunteer.		Soap,	
water	and	band-aids	will	be	the	extent	of	the	first-aid	rendered.		In	case	of	accidental	injury,	we	will	
make	an	immediate	attempt	to	contact	you.		If	unable	to	reach	you,	we	will	call	your	child’s	physician	
listed	on	your	medical	form.		Each	child	must	have	an	emergency	consent	form	on	file	at	school.

If	necessary,	we	will	also	call	an	ambulance	or	paramedics.		The	teachers	or	Director	will	be	in	charge	of	
making	decisions	regarding	the	care	of	your	child.		The	school	maintains	a	parent’s	signed	consent	form	
agreeing	to	necessary	medical	care.		Please	keep	the	school	up-to-date	on	emergency	phone	numbers	
and other pertinent information.  
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The	health	of	your	child	is	a	matter	of	major	importance	to	all	of	us.		All	children	and	parents	
participating	in	the	classroom	must	be	in	sound	emotional	and	physical	health.	Upon	enrollment,	
parents	or	guardians	must	file	with	us	a	health	evaluation	form	signed	by	a	physician.

The	child’s	standard	immunizations	must	be	up-to-date	and	the	parent	must	present	the	child’s	
Immunization	Record	prior	to	enrollment.		It	is	the	parent’s	responsibility	to	keep	their	child	up-to-date	
on	immunizations	for	the	protection	of	the	school	community.		If	this	is	a	problem	for	you,	please	let	us	
know right away.

Children	with	special	developmental	needs	(these	can	include	physical,	emotional,	social	or	
psychological	needs)	will	be	evaluated	for	acceptance	by	the	teachers	and	Director.		If	an	undue	amount	
of	time	and	consideration	from	the	teacher	would	be	required,	a	parent,	caregiver	or	companion	might	
be	required	to	stay	with	the	child	at	school	or	referral	might	be	made	to	another	program.

Please	let	teachers	know	about	any	allergies	or	health	problems	your	child	may	have.		If	a	child	has	
been	exposed	to	a	communicable	disease	or	if	your	child	has	a	contagious	disease,	please	notify	us	
immediately.		We	will	alert	other	parents	to	watch	for	symptoms.		Please	email	or	call	the	classroom	at	
extension	228	to	advise	the	teachers	if	your	child	will	be	absent.

YOUR	CHILD	AT	SCHOOL
Clothing  
School	is	a	place	to	relax,	enjoy	and	learn.		Please	send	children	in	old,	washable	play	clothes	to	allow	
them maximum opportunity to participate in a wide variety of creative learning situations, often using 
materials	such	as	paint,	play-dough,	food	coloring	or	mud.		Smocks	are	available,	but	accidents	happen	
(our	paint	is	washable	but	some	colors	may	stain).		Be	sure	that	your	child	wears	clothes	that	are	meant	
to	be	dirty,	because	they	will	be!		Sturdy	play	shoes	are	a	must.

A	full	change	of	clothes,	brought	in	a	sealed	container	and	marked,	must	be	brought	to	school	for	hot	
days	or	rainy	days!		This	stays	at	school	in	your	child’s	cubby.		When	clothes	are	wet,	please	send	back	
another change of clothes right away.

Temperatures	can	vary	30	degrees	within	a	single	day	in	Ojai;	it	helps	to	dress	in	layers.		Please	label	
sweaters,	jackets	and	hats	so	lost	ones	can	find	their	way	back	to	you.		This	helps	save	time	and	loss	of	
clothes.		Our	Lost-and-Found	box	on	the	front	porch	should	be	checked	often.

Kindergarten	children	have	a	“cubby”	with	their	name	on	it	on	for	outerwear,	extra	clothes,	a	backpack	
or	special	belongings.		Please	check	every	day	before	going	home	to	insure	the	safe	return	of	all	
personal	items.		Art	work	will	be	placed	in	cubbies	for	you	to	take	home.
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Bringing Toys to School  
We	ask	children	to	leave	all	personal	toys	either	at	home	or	in	the	car	or	bike.	Although	we	encourage	
a	close	bond	between	home	and	school	and	recognize	that	the	sharing	of	a	special	toy	may	help	bridge	
that	gap,	we	have	found	that	perhaps	more	conflicts	and	fights	erupt	over	toy	possession	and	breakage	
than	for	any	other	reason.		Furthermore,	some	children	use	material	possessions	to	“bribe”	and/or	
control	others;	we	feel	it	is	far	better	that	they	learn	not	to	rely	on	props.		“Media	toys,”	anything	that	
is	a	spin-off	of	TV	or	movie	characters,	seem	to	especially	encourage	conflict.		Absolutely	no	toy	guns,	
swords or weapons of any kind are allowed at school.

That	said,	we	recognize	that	beloved	books	or	nature	finds	like	bird’s	nests	do	not	seem	to	trigger	the	
same reactions and are welcome sharing items. 

These often offer your children a chance to communicate with others and a chance to share an important 
part of themselves.  Some of the most important learning experiences arise from this kind of peer group 
sharing,	especially	because	we	have	children	from	a	wide	variety	of	backgrounds.		

Please	be	certain	your	child	leaves	inappropriate	items	at	home.		Any	item	that	is	dangerous	or	
breakable,	such	as	sharply	pointed	objects,	needs	to	stay	at	home.

Play-dates
We	ask	that	parents	make	play-date	plans	for	children	in	advance,	away	from	school.		Our	policy	with	
the	children	is	that	“it’s	not	okay	to	talk	about	play-dates	at	school.”		This	encompasses	planning	them	
and	talking	about	the	one	they’re	anticipating	–	because	others	may	feel	excluded	and	hurt.		When	kids	
beg	for	a	play-date	at	pick-up	time,	we	remind	them	and	parents	that	play-date	planning	happens	at	
home.  

Birthdays
Birthdays	are	very	important	to	children	of	this	age,	and	children	like	to	share	birthdays	with	their	
friends at school.  Birthdays are important occasions in growing up and parents are encouraged to 
spend	some	time	at	school	that	day.		If	you	wish	to	provide	a	special	snack	for	a	child’s	birthday,	please	
contact	the	teachers	in	advance.		If	a	food	treat	is	brought	to	school	that	day,	it	needs	to	be	made	without	
sugar,	meat	or	refined,	processed	foods.		Ask	the	teacher	about	children’s	allergies	or	strict	dietary	
guidelines within the group. 

Instead	of	food,	you	might	want	to	create	a	special	art	project	for	the	children	to	make	and	take	home.		If	
a	family	chooses	to,	children	may	donate	a	book	with	their	name	in	it	to	our	classroom	library.

If	there	will	be	a	separate,	private	party	to	which	all	the	children	are	not	invited,	please	do	not	distribute	
the invitations or discuss it at school.
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Field Trips
When	the	children	are	comfortable	at	school,	we	plan	field	trips.		One	of	the	most	beloved	trips	is	to	
visit	a	child’s	own	home;	if	you	feel	comfortable	inviting	the	group	to	have	a	simple	picnic	where	you	
live,	we	welcome	this.		We	choose	destinations	in	the	Ojai	community	(library,	post	office,	trolley	
ride	to	the	park,	pumpkin	patch,	etc.)	and	occasionally	drive	to	Ventura	(beach,	children’s	concerts).		
Parents	will	be	notified	before	each	trip.		

We	welcome	extra	parents	to	volunteer	as	field	trip	guides.		The	more	adults	who	travel	with	us,	the	
more	opportunity	for	each	child’s	questions	to	be	heard.		Extra	hands	are	extremely	helpful,	so	please	
feel free to invite yourself.

Recycled Materials
There	is	much	learning	and	enjoyment	available	in	the	use	of	recycled	materials	at	school.		They	are	
an	integral	component	of	many	of	our	math,	art	and	science	projects,	and	they	save	our	school	budget	
for other supplies.  Our school “Junk Trunk” provides a wonderful place to sort and house them.  On 
occasion,	please	save	recycled	materials	like	nature	magazines,	discarded	appliances	(to	be	taken	apart),	
“lost	bits”	such	as	keys,	stamps,	old	jewelry,	orphan	toys	(no	media	toys,	please),	found	objects	from	
nature	like	feathers,	shells,	seed	pods,	or	clippings	and	pruned	bits	from	your	garden.		Please	bring	us	
cardboard	boxes	of	all	sizes,	especially	refrigerator	or	washer/dryer	boxes!		Be	creative!		We	can	use	
almost anything that is clean and safe.

WELCOME!
Again,	welcome!		We	teachers	are	excited	by	the	chance	to	work	together	with	you	to	enhance	growth	
for	all	of	us.		Children	live	in	the	here-and-now.		Their	questions,	current	ideas	and	passions	really	
matter.  Meeting children where they are, encouraging them to ask questions, make meaningful 
decisions	and	share	their	thinking,	is	what	powerful	learning	and	teaching	are	all	about.

We are creating a unique community together here at Oak Grove, a place where children and adults 
are	free	to	explore,	to	express	themselves,	to	make	friends,	to	solve	problems	creatively	and	to	be	
themselves.  Other parents will tell you:  the more they put into the experience, the more they grew 
along with their children!  

Enjoy	your	time	here.

— § — 
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Oak Grove School
Secondary School Handbook Agreement

While the school is committed to creating forums for ongoing discussion of these and other issues in 
order	to	reach	clarity	and	understanding,	the	following	policies	have	been	developed	in	order	to	ensure	
the	smooth	functioning	of	the	school	from	EVERYONE’S	perspective	(students,	teachers,	parents,	
administration,	the	law,	etc.).	Agreement	to	comply	is	an	act	of	consideration	and	respect	for	an	
environment conducive to learning. A student who demonstrates a continued disregard for the policies 
outlined	in	either	this	Handbook	Agreement	and/or	the	Parent/Student	Handbook	may	be	asked	to	
leave the school in order to maintain the integrity of the learning environment for all. Both parent and 
student must sign this Agreement.

Behavior: Fundamental	to	Oak	Grove’s	philosophy	is	the	provision	of	a	safe	environment	for	learning,	
both	physically	and	psychologically.	Everyone	either	contributes	to	or	detracts	from	the	creation	of	
such	an	environment.	Violation	of	the	code	of	behavior	as	explained	in	The	Parent/Student	Handbook,	
including	but	not	limited	to	use	of	vulgar/offensive	language,	language	that	glorifies	or	promotes	
substance	abuse	or	other	illegal	activity,	disruption	of	school	activities	or	others’	learning,	not	following	
teachers’	instructions,	intentional	hurting	(physical	or	psychological),	or	intentional	damaging	of	
property	may	result	in	removal	from	the	class	or	the	school.	Such	action	will	be	taken	on	behalf	of	all	
students in order to maintain conditions conducive to learning and an atmosphere of mutual respect. 
Disciplinary	issues	will	be	dealt	with	first	by	the	classroom	teacher,	then	if	not	resolved,	by	the	
Homeroom	Teacher	(7th	-	8th	grade)	or	Class	Advisor	(9th	-	12th	grade)	and	Director	of	Secondary	
Program,	and	finally	by	the	Head	of	School.

Care of Space:	Maintaining	our	beautiful	campus	is	everyone’s	responsibility.	We	ask	junior	high	
students	to	be	particularly	attentive	to	keeping	the	junior	high	deck,	hallways,	classrooms	and	
surrounding	grounds	orderly	and	clean.	We	ask	high	school	students	to	be	particularly	attentive	to	
keeping the atrium, hallways, stone circle, student center and surrounding high school grounds orderly 
and	clean.	Please	do	not	affix	anything	to	the	outside	of	lockers.

Campus Cleanliness:	Maintaining	the	attractive	appearance	of	the	campus	is	the	joint	responsibility	of	
all	members	of	the	community.
•	Everyone	is	responsible	for	disposing	of	litter	properly,	whether	one’s	own	or
someone	else’s.
• To minimize the litter on campus, at the end of each day students should keep all
personal	property	in	their	locked	lockers	(high	school)	or	cubbies.
•	All	students	have	a	responsibility	to	respect	each	other’s	and	the	school’s	property	and,
therefore,	must	refrain	from	writing	on,	marking,	decorating,	borrowing	without	permission,	or	
otherwise defacing school property or the property of others.

Diet: The school adopts a vegetarian diet out of a general respect for living things and in keeping with 
the	wishes	of	its	founder,	J.	Krishnamurti.	A	vegetarian	diet	must	be	maintained	while	on	the	Oak	Grove	
campus	and	on	all	official	school	trips.	We	also	ask	that
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students	refrain	from	bringing	overly-processed,	high	sugar,	junk	food	and	drinks	for	snack	or	lunch.	In	
an	effort	to	curb	consumption	of	plastics	and	cut	down	the	amount	of	trash	generated	on	campus,	please	
pack	snack	and	lunch	items	in	re-useable	containers	clearly	marked	with	student’s	name.	Any	trash	
generated	by	snacks	and	lunch	brought	from	home,	should	be	taken	home.

Expectations for Dress:	Students	are	asked	to	dress	in	a	manner	that	reflects	consideration	of	what	is	
appropriate	to	a	community	and	place	of	learning	that	includes	a	broad	spectrum	of	constituents	(the	
very	young,	parents,	faculty,	guests,	etc.).	Consensus	over	time	has	established	that	the	community	
as	a	whole	feels	most	comfortable	in	an	environment	where	focus	is	placed	on	inner	worth	rather	than	
outer	appearance;	where	students	wear	modest,	comfortable,	functional	and	practical	attire	rather	than	
extremes in fashion. Consider the following guidelines:

• Shoes:	State	law	requires	shoes	to	be	worn	at	all	times	on	school	campuses.	(This	includes	staff,	
parents,	children,	and	all	guests.)	Students	are	required	to	wear	closed-toe	athletic	or	tennis	shoes	for	
physical	education	classes	and	sports	activities;	light	cotton	shoes,	plastic	shoes,	sandals,	high-heeled	or	
platform shoes are not appropriate.
• Variety of activities:	Students	engage	in	a	wide	variety	of	both	indoor	and	outdoor	activities,	
including ceramics, art, and physical education. Choice of clothing should not interfere with full 
participation.	Junior	high	and	high	school	students	need	to	wear	appropriate	PE	attire	(shorts,	sweats,	
&	tees).
• Weather:	Temperature	can	vary	30	degrees	within	a	single	day;	therefore,	students	should	consider	
dressing in layers.

Appropriateness:	Clothing	should	not	be	distracting	or	offensive	in	the	learning	environment	
(provocative	or	drawing	inordinate	attention	to	the	wearer).	Students	are	asked	to	cover	belly	buttons,	
cleavage,	and	underwear.	Boys’	pants	should	cover	boxers;	girls’	skirts	and	shorts	should	be	of	a	
reasonable	length	(i.e.	provide	complete	coverage	of	the	buttocks	and	underwear	when	standing,	
sitting,	kneeling,	or	bending	over).	Students	must	not	wear	clothing	with	logos	depicting	drug	use,	
profanity, violence or other images that could cause offense or discomfort to a viewer. A good rule of 
thumb	is	to	ask:	would	this	be	acceptable	amongst	3	or	4	year	olds	or	visiting	grandparents?	It	is	left	to	
the	discretion	of	staff	members	to	address	this	with	students	individually	if	dress	appears	inappropriate;	
a	student	may	be	given	alternative	clothing	to	wear,	parents	may	be	contacted	to	bring	alternative	
clothing,	or	the	student	may	be	sent	home	to	change	clothes.

Expectations for Intimate Behavior: Students in the older grades sometimes form romantic 
relationships with classmates – this is normal. However, the school asks that students in this situation 
refrain	from	public	displays	of	affection	(such	as	kissing,	romantic	embracing/cuddling)	while	at	school	
in respect for the unique environment of the school setting.

Drugs & Alcohol: In	addition	to	being	illegal,	the	possession,	use,	sale,	and/or	distribution	of	illegal	
drugs,	alcohol,	controlled	substances	or	intoxicants	of	any	kind	is	unacceptable	and	contrary	to	the	most	
basic	intention	of	the	school	–	to	explore	the	possibility	of	increased	attention	and	mindfulness.	Violation	
of	this	policy	is	grounds	for	expulsion.	In	certain	cases,	students	may	be	allowed	to	remain	if	they	agree	
to	seek	professional	assessment	and	possible	counseling	as	well	as	satisfying	other



Page 72
Secondary School Handbook Agreement - 2017-2018

SE
CO

ND
AR

Y  
SC

HO
OL

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

requirements of the school. Students who voluntarily indicate that they are struggling with a drug 
or	alcohol	problem	prior	to	being	caught	violating	this	policy	will	have	their	problem	dealt	with	as	a	
medical	concern.	Such	information	will	be	treated	privately	and	discreetly;	it	will	not	be	considered	a	
disciplinary	matter.	The	school	feels	that	this	policy	represents	responsible	and	constructive	support	
of	any	student	struggling	with	the	issues	of	drugs	and	alcohol.	We	trust	that	parents	will	join	in	this	
endeavor.

Creating	a	safe	and	substance	abuse	free	environment	is	important	to	us.	We	ask	that	parents	help	
create	such	an	environment	by	agreeing	to:

 ² Welcome communication among parents regarding upcoming parties or gatherings
 ² Provide	a	safe	environment	where	alcohol	and	drugs	will	not	be	made	available	to	youth	during	

parties or gatherings in our homes
 ² Being present to supervise parties in our homes
 ² Communicating	with	the	appropriate	parent	if	we	observe	a	minor	under	the	influence
 ² Communicate	with	any	parent	who	observes	our	child	using	drugs	and/or	alcohol
 ² Take	precautions	to	prevent	parties	being	held	at	our	home	in	our	absence

Tobacco use is prohibited. Nicotine	is	considered	an	addictive	drug	and	its	use	is	contrary	to	the	
development	of	a	healthy	mind	and	body.	Students	who	use	tobacco	will	be	referred	for	counseling	
(first	offense)	and	then	be	subject	to	mandatory	enrollment	in	a	smoking	cessation	program	(second	
offense).

Homework (Junior High): Homework is an opportunity for practicing skills outside of the classroom 
environment and reinforcing the transfer of knowledge and skills. Homework is also an opportunity 
for students to share what they are learning in school with families at home. Homework is assigned on a 
regular	basis	and	is	important	to	the	educational	program	at	Oak	Grove.	Homework	is	tailored	to	serve	
different purposes at different levels, taking developmental appropriateness into account.

For	Junior	High	students,	homework	also	builds	autonomy,	independent	thinking	and	specific	skills.	
Homework	is	the	responsibility	of	the	student,	not	the	parents,	and	is	an	indicator	for	teachers	of	what	
students can complete independently. However, parents are asked to support students in managing 
time, completing assignments, and organizing homework materials.

Junior High Students are expected to independently complete homework assignments that are high 
quality,	reflect	learning	and	insight,	and	are	turned	in	by	the	due	date.	Junior	High	students	can	expect	
to spend on average 60 – 120 minutes a night on homework. Although general guidelines exist for the 
amount	of	homework	for	each	group,	there	will	be	times	when	extra	time	and	effort	will	be	necessary	
such	as	when	completing	a	research	paper;	at	other	times,	less	homework	will	be	required	such	as	
before	camping	trips	or	theater	performances.

Standards	for	acceptable	homework	reflect	the	level	of	the	student	and	the	nature	of	the	assignment.	
Unacceptable	or	incomplete	homework	should	be	made	up,	with	arrangements	made	individually	
between	student	and	teacher.
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Homework (High School): At the high school level, homework is considered an extension of learning. 
Teachers depend on students to complete assigned work in order to cover the curriculum. When 
students	are	neglectful	of	homework	responsibilities,	it	can	also	impede	the	continued	progress	of	the	
whole class. Students may need help or support at home in managing their time.

Homework	is	assigned	for	all	academic	classes.	Students	are	responsible	for	the	completion	of	all	
assigned	homework.	It	is	understood	that	the	length	of	time	for	preparing	assignments	may	vary	from	
student	to	student.	As	a	general	rule,	students	should	expect	to	spend	an	average	of	90-120	minutes	
per night for their core classes. Students in honors classes should expect to spend more time on their 
homework.

We recommend that each student have a work station at home with a working computer, printer and a 
supply	of	paper	and	printer	cartridges.	Homework	should	be	printed	at	home	so	when	students	come	to	
school, they are prepared for class.

Continued neglect of homework will result in lowered grades and may lead to removal from class.

Honor Code: Trust and integrity are essential ingredients in any community of people learning and 
working together, and this is especially so in our relatively small Oak Grove community. We expect our 
students	to	be	honest	with	others	and	themselves,	to	be	courteous	in	their	relationships,	to	keep	their	
word, support the school in a positive manner, and to work hard. We highly value trust and integrity and 
expect	all	students	to	abide	by	the	following	honor	code.

As	a	member	of	the	Oak	Grove	School	community:

I	will	let	my	intelligence	and	conscience	be	my	guide	in	my	everyday	actions	and	endeavors	at	Oak	
Grove	School.

I	will	neither	give	nor	receive	unauthorized	aid,	as	defined	by	my	teacher	both	explicitly	and	implicitly,	
from	any	source	on	exams,	homework,	quizzes,	papers,	or	any	other	academic	endeavor.	On	all	my	
work,	my	name	affirms	my	honor.

I	will	not	steal	or	violate	others’	property,	either	academic	or	material.

I	will	not	do	harm	to	others	or	to	our	school.

I	pledge	to	act	with	honesty	and	kindness,	and	I	expect	others	to	be	responsible	and	to	do	the	same.

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity, in and out of the classroom, is essential. Cases of academic 
dishonesty	will	be	considered	major	infractions	and	will	be	handled	through	the	Disciplinary	Protocol.	
Plagiarism,	the	use	of	another	person’s	material	in	a	paper	or	presentation	without	giving	proper	
credit	to	the	author,	is	an	example	of	academic	dishonesty.	Cheating	can	be	copying	someone	else’s	
homework,	copying	information	from	the	Internet	or	other	published	material,	or	dishonestly	acquiring	
information	about	a	test.	Cheating	also	includes	assisting	another	student	in	either	of	these	activities.	
The copying of
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another’s	work,	including	the	work	of	an	outside	tutor,	inside	or	outside	the	classroom	and	presenting	
it	as	one’s	own	is	contrary	to	the	school’s	goal	of	developing	academic	integrity.	Expectations	differ	
somewhat	from	class	to	class	and	subject	to	subject,	so	students	must	be	sure	they	understand	what	each	
teacher expects.

Students	will	affirm	their	support	of	the	school’s	honor	code	by	writing	on	major	assignments,	if	and	as	
required	by	teachers,	“I	have	neither	given	nor	received	unauthorized	aid	on	this	assignment.”

Parents	will	be	contacted	in	cases	of	cheating,	plagiarism	and	other	instances	where	academic	integrity	
has	not	been	displayed.

Good Academic Standing and Academic Probation (High School only): Oak Grove high school 
students	are	considered	to	be	in	good	academic	standing	when	they	have	at	least	a	2.0GPA,	or	a	C	
average,	and	are	not	failing	any	of	their	classes.	Students	who	fall	below	this	standard	at	the	time	of	mid-
semester	conferences	and/or	end	of	semester	grades	may	be	put	on	academic	probation.	Not	making	
progress	while	on	academic	probation	may	result	in	not	being	able	to	return	to	Oak	Grove	School	the	
following	year.	Students	who	are	not	in	good	academic	standing	may	also	be	denied	certain	privileges	
and/or	be	required	to	attend	study	halls	if	it	is	deemed	to	be	in	the	best	interest	of	the	student.

Honors Courses (High School only): Many of our courses have honors options. Honors options 
represent	a	significant	increase	in	workload	and	homework,	and	the	decision	to	do	honors	should	not	
be	taken	lightly.	We	discourage	students	from	taking	on	too	many	honors	courses	and	encourage	them	
to	pursue	honors	only	in	courses	and	in	subjects	they	feel	passionate	about.	Honors	courses	are	open	to	
students	who	had	at	least	a	3.0	GPA	or	a	B	average	in	all	their	courses	the	year	preceding	the	year	they	
start	their	honors	course.	In	addition	they	need	to	have	received	at	least	an	A	grade	(93%	and	above)	in	
the	same	subject	they	want	to	do	honors	in	and/or	teacher	approval.	Students	with	lower	than	an	A	may	
petition	the	teacher	for	approval	to	take	honors.	In	order	to	remain	in	the	honors	section,	students	must	
maintain at least a C grade in the course.

At	Oak	Grove	School	we	prefer	to	offer	honors	options	rather	than	Advanced	Placement	courses.	Our	
honors	options	generally	qualify	for	the	same	GPA	“bump”	as	AP	courses.	However,	in	some	rare	cases,	
students	who	are	highly	motivated,	might,	at	the	recommendation	of	the	teacher,	be	eligible	to	take	an	
AP	class.	Interested	students	should	talk	to	their	teachers.

Attendance Policy (Junior High):	The	school	day	begins	promptly	at	8:00	a.m.	If	your	child	will	be	
absent	or	tardy	please	call	their	homeroom	teacher	before	8:00	a.m.	and	leave	a	message.	Attendance	
is taken in the classroom promptly at 8:00 a.m. and picked up from the classroom and delivered to the 
Main House at 8:10 a.m.

If your JH child arrives on campus arrives on campus after 8:10 a.m. you must sign them in at 
Main House.

Absences	and	tardiness	jeopardize	a	student’s	academic,	social	and	emotional	progress	and	negatively	
impact	the	whole	class	environment.	We	ask	both	parents	and	students	to	be
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considerate	about	getting	to	school	or	classes	on	time	and	to	plan	family	holidays	and	appointments	to	
minimize	absences.

Excessive Absences: Learning is dependent upon class participation. Therefore, it is important that 
students	attend	their	classes	regularly.	More	than	ten	absences	a	semester	can	seriously	jeopardize	
re-enrollment.	In	special	cases,	a	petition	can	be	submitted	to	the	Director	and	JH	teachers	in	advance	
for	a	leave	of	absence	and	study	plan	if	a	student	is	going	to	miss	a	week	or	more	of	school.	Excessive	
absences	are	considered	serious	neglect	of	these	guidelines	and	may	be	grounds	for	expulsion.

Attendance Policy (High School): Oak Grove School is a rigorous college preparatory school with 
a	University	of	California	approved	curriculum.	We	have	155-160	days	of	instruction	in	an	academic	
year,	including	camping,	in	line	with	other	independent	schools.	California	public	and	charter	schools	
have	170-180	days	of	instruction.	Our	pace	is	thus	higher	and	the	amount	of	material	covered	in	our	
classes	substantial.	In	order	to	be	successful,	it	is	essential	that	our	students	minimize	absences	and	
arrive on time for class. For this reason, through the daily routine at the high school, we encourage 
students	to	make	responsible	decisions	about	their	use	of	time.	Students	are	expected	to	be	present	at	
and	arrive	on	time	for	all	scheduled	classes,	assemblies,	advisory	meetings,	appointments,	and	school	or	
class trips.

Arriving at School
Classes	begin	at	8:00	a.m.	Students	are	expected	to:

• Be	on	campus	in	time	for	their	first	scheduled	school	obligation.
• Follow their daily schedules and attend all assigned classes, activities, and other school 

obligations.
• Stay on campus during school hours, with the exception of those Juniors and Seniors who 

have	received	parental	permission	for	off-campus	lunch	privileges	on	Mondays	and	Fridays.
• If	a	student	misses	a	class	because	of	a	doctor’s	appointment,	or	if	a	student	for	any	avoidable	

or	unavoidable	reason	attends	school	for	only	part	of	a	day,	the	student	is	responsible	on	that	
day	for	turning	in	any	work	due	to	the	teacher(s)	of	the	class(es)	the	student	missed.

Daily Attendance Procedures:	All	teachers	will	take	attendance	each	period	of	the	day.	If	a	student	
will	be	absent	from	or	late	to	school	for	any	reason,	a	parent	should	inform	the	high	school	registrar	
at	805-646-8236	ext.	111	or	hsoffice@oakgroveschool.org	by	8:00	a.m.	of	the	day	of	the	absence	
or	tardiness.	In	some	cases	the	registrar	may	call	to	verify	that	an	email	or	phone	message	did	indeed	
come	from	parents.	Parents	can	also	write	a	note,	as	long	as	it	includes	contact	information.	We	ask	that	
parents	explain	the	reason	for	the	absence	to	the	registrar,	to	help	us	determine	whether	the	absence	
can	be	excused.	According	to	the	California	Education	Code,	the	school	must	know	the	nature	of	the	
absence	to	excuse	it.

Signing Out/In
• A	student	will	only	be	released	to	parents	or	other	authorized	persons	as	specified	on	

the	enrollment	contract.	Students	must	sign	out	in	the	high	school	registrar	office	upon	
departure;	otherwise,	the	absence	will	not	be	excused.

• Upon	returning	to	school,	a	student	must	sign	in	at	the	high	school	registrar	office.

mailto:hsoffice%40oakgroveschool.org?subject=
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Tardiness:	Students	who	are	late	to	school	for	any	reason	must	first	report	to	the	high	school	registrar	
and	sign	in	to	be	officially	checked	in.	This	applies	even	though	time	spent	checking	in	at	the	attendance	
office	will	further	delay	the	student’s	arrival	to	class.

Frequent	tardiness	to	class	disrupts	the	learning	environment	and	slows	a	student’s	academic	progress.	
Advisors	or	teachers	will	contact	the	parents	(and	dorm	parents	as	applicable)	of	any	student	who	has	
been	tardy	to	a	class	3	times	(first	semester)	or	5	times	(second	semester).	Any	student	who	has	been	
tardy	to	a	class	more	than	6	times	(first	semester)	or	10	times	(second	semester)	will	be	referred	to	the	
Disciplinary	Protocol.

Absences:	At	Oak	Grove	School,	an	absence	is	defined	as	being	absent	or	tardy	to	any	class	or	school	
activity	by	more	than	20	minutes.	In	California,	chronic	absence	is	typically	defined	as	being	absent	for	
any	reason	for	at	least	10%	of	the	school	year.	In	line	with	the	California	Education	Code,	our	absence	
policy	is	that	students	can	be	absent	without	consequences	in	any	class	for	up	to	6	times	in	the	fall	
semester	and	up	to	10	times	in	the	spring	semester	(16	times	in	the	year,	or	10%	of	our	total	number	of	
instructional	days),	as	long	as	the	absences	are	excused.

Excused Absences:	Excused	absences	are	those	resulting	from	illness,	injury,	family	emergency,	
team	sport	competition,	a	music,	dance	or	theater	performance,	field	trip,	court	appearance,	or	
religious	observance.	“Personal	business”	or	“family	trips”	are	generally	not	acceptable	reasons	for	
absence.	However,	we	recognize	that	sometimes,	extraordinary	opportunities	arise	for	extracurricular	
enrichment,	which	may	require	a	student	to	be	off	campus.	In	such	cases,	students	are	required	to	
submit	a	request	for	special	attendance	consideration	with	the	secondary	school	director	well	in	
advance.	Criteria	for	approving	or	denying	a	request	for	special	attendance	consideration	include	but	
are	not	limited	to:	academic	standing,	record	of	behavior,	and	accumulated	tardies	and	absences.

Students	who	miss	school	due	to	excused	absences	are	entitled	to	make	up	exams	in	the	case	they	have	
missed	any.	Homework	is	due	on	the	day	of	return	to	school	after	the	excused	absence,	unless	the	
student has reached an agreement with the teacher for a later due date.

Doctor’s Notes:	The	school	requires	a	doctor’s	note	after	an	absence	due	to	illness	of	five	consecutive	
days	or	longer.	A	doctor’s	note	may	also	be	required	for	classes	missed	due	to	medical	appointments.

Unexcused Absences:	Unexcused	absences	result	from	official	school	suspensions	or	breaches	in	
attendance	policy	such	as	cutting	class,	parent	failure	to	communicate	the	reason	for	an	absence,	
student	failure	to	sign	in/out	upon	early	school	departure	or	late	arrival,	and	departing	early	for	or	
returning	late	from	a	vacation	without	obtaining	prior	permission	from	the	secondary	school	director.	
Unless	approved	by	the	secondary	school	director	in	advance,	whenever	a	parent	gives	a	student	
permission	to	be	absent	for	reasons	other	than	those	stated	under	Excused	Absences	above,	the	
absence	is	deemed	unexcused	and	the	student	may	receive	a	zero	or	failing	grade	for	homework	or	tests	
missed	during	that	period.	Such	absences	are	serious	offenses	against	school	policy.	A	student	with	an	
unexcused	absence	can	expect	Disciplinary	Protocol	action.
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Family Trips: As the school calendar provides a generous vacation schedule, we strongly discourage 
family	trips	that	result	in	students	missing	school.	Such	absences	hurt	the	student	whose	work	is	
interrupted.	The	Oak	Grove	curriculum	is	demanding;	class	attendance	is	crucial.	If	absence	due	to	a	
family	trip	is	unavoidable,	the	student	should	submit	a	request	for	special	attendance	consideration	with	
the secondary school director well in advance. Criteria for approving or denying a request for special 
attendance	consideration	include	but	are	not	limited	to:	academic	standing,	record	of	behavior,	and	
accumulated	tardies	and	absences.

Cutting class:	Cutting	class	is	defined	as	being	absent	from	one	or	more	classes	without	parental	or	
school	permission.	It	is	a	serious	violation	of	policy	and	will	be	dealt	with	through	the	Disciplinary	
Protocol.	This	includes	Advisory,	electives	and	Fit	for	Life.

Homework Assignments and Makeups:	When	students	miss	school,	they	are	responsible	for	getting	
assignments	from	other	class	members	or	their	teachers.	Students	must	be	prepared	to	make	up	tests	
and/or	quizzes	within	two	days	of	their	return	to	school	unless	arrangements	for	an	extension	have	
been	made	with	the	teacher.	The	maximum	extension	is	one	week.	Students	who	must	be	absent	for	
scheduled medical procedures or for religious reasons are asked to turn in work due in advance or make 
arrangements with their teachers.

Parent Absence:	If	parents	are	away	from	home,	they	should	notify	the	high	school	registrar	of	the	
name	of	the	guardian	left	in	charge	and	leave	phone	numbers	where	the	guardian	can	be	reached.

Appointments During the School Day:	Elective	medical	and	dental	appointments	should	be	
scheduled	outside	the	school	day.	If,	however,	such	appointments	are	unavoidable,	students	must	sign	
out	and	parents	need	to	contact	the	high	school	registrar	by	note,	phone	or	email	stating	the	reason,	
time of departure, and estimated time of return.

Illness:	Any	student	who	becomes	ill	during	the	day	must	go	to	the	high	school	registrar.	Before	the	
student	is	released	from	school,	a	parent	must	be	contacted	and	the	student	must	sign	out.	If	a	student	
is	ill	for	more	than	five	days,	not	necessarily	consecutive,	in	any	two-	week	period,	a	doctor’s	note	may	
be	required	to	verify	the	illness.	A	note	from	a	doctor	may	also	be	required	if	a	student	accumulates	
excessive	absences	due	to	a	recurring	illness.	Excessive	illness	may	result	in	assigning	a	grade	of	
incomplete	in	some	or	all	of	the	student’s	classes.

Examination Days:	Students	and	their	families	must	make	every	effort	to	avoid	absences	on	
examination	days.	Unexcused	absences	on	these	days	may	result	in	a	“zero”	on	the	missed	examination.

College Visits:	Students	are	encouraged	to	visit	prospective	colleges	during	the	spring	break	of	their	
junior	year	and	the	summer	before	their	senior	year.	However,	we	recognize	that	sometimes	seniors	
may want to visit colleges during the fall or spring semester of their senior year. For this reason, senior 
students	have	the	option	of	taking	up	to	three	excused	absence	days	to	visit	the	colleges	they	are	
considering if the secondary school director approves the visits. When a senior will miss classes for any 
other	business	relating	to	the	college	application	process,	he/she	must	also	clear	it	with	the	secondary	
school director. 



Page 78
Secondary School Handbook Agreement - 2017-2018

SE
CO

ND
AR

Y  
SC

HO
OL

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

Criteria	for	approving	or	denying	such	requests	include	but	are	not	limited	to:	academic	standing,	
record	of	behavior,	and	accumulated	tardies	and	absences.	The	student	must	assume	the	responsibility	
for	making	up	daily	assignments	and	class	notes,	but	missed	quizzes	and	labs	usually	will	not	be	re-
administered.	Therefore,	the	days	for	college	visits	must	be	chosen	carefully.	If	a	student	does	not	
follow this procedure,	the	absence	is	deemed	“unexcused.”

It	is	our	experience	that	some	students	who	take	their	three	excused	days	in	the	fall	desire	to	see	more	
colleges	in	the	spring	after	acceptance	letters	have	been	sent	out.	A	senior	student	may	apply	to	the	
secondary	school	director	for	permission	to	take	one	to	three	extra	days.	In	this	case,	the	student	
must	present	a	letter	explaining	his/her	reasons	for	requiring	extra	time	out	of	school.	The	secondary	
school	director	will	grant	permission	based	on	the	student’s	academic	standing,	record	of	behavior,	
and	accumulated	tardies	and	absences.	Students	must	understand	that	quizzes	and	labs	usually	will	not	
be	re-administered.	The	day	of	return	to	school,	the	student	should	be	ready	to	assume	all	curricular	
responsibilities.	If	a	student	does	not	receive	prior	permission	to	take	extra	visiting	days,	the	absence	is	
deemed “unexcused.”

Jupiter record of absences and tardiness:	Parents	and	students	have	access	to	student	tardiness	
and	absence	information	via	Jupiter.	Students	are	expected	to	check	this	site	on	a	regular	basis	and	to	
correct	any	discrepancies	noted	with	their	teachers,	advisor	and/or	secondary	school	director,	within	
no	more	than	two	weeks	of	the	date	of	the	absence	or	tardy.

School Trips: School trips are a regular part of the curriculum, and, as such, trip participation is 
mandatory.	Missing	a	trip	will	require	make-up	time	and/or	assignments	for	school	missed	during	
these	weeks.	Please	see	the	section	on	High	School	trips	under	graduation	requirements	for	more	
information.

Visitors: Students may not invite other students to campus without permission of the Director. All 
visitors	must	register	at	Main	House	and	obtain	a	visitor’s	tag.

Leaving campus:	In	order	to	maintain	a	safe	environment	for	all,	Oak	Grove	is	a	closed campus. 
Students may not leave the campus during school hours without documented permission from parents. 
The	lunch	period	is	part	of	the	school	day	–	students	must	bring	lunch	to	school	or	participate	in	the	
school’s	lunch	program.	A	student	discovered	off	campus	without	permission	will	be	referred	to	the	
Director.	Violations	will	be	dealt	with	through	the	Disciplinary	Protocol.

Off Campus Lunch: This applies on Mondays and Fridays and to 11th & 12th grade only. 11th & 12th 
grade	students	may	apply	for	off	campus	lunch	privileges	and	must	agree	to	abide	by	the	guidelines.	
Parental permission in writing must be provided for students leaving campus for lunch – see Off 
Campus Lunch Permission Form.

Driving Policies for Day Students
1.	During	the	first	12	months	after	you,	as	a	minor,	are	licensed,	you	cannot	drive	between	11	p.m.	and	
5 a.m. and	you	cannot	transport	passengers	under	20	years	of	age,	unless	you	are	accompanied	by	a	
licensed	parent	or	guardian,	a	licensed	driver	25	years	of	age	or	older,	or	a	licensed	or	certified	driving	
instructor.
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2.	Therefore,	students	may	not	transport	other	students	in	their	vehicles	UNLESS	they	are	
accompanied	by	an	adult	or	they	are	at	least	18	years	of	age	or	they	have	had	their	license	for	at	least	12	
months.

3. Once you have had your license for twelve months please give a copy of your license to the high 
school	office	so	that	we	know	you	are	legally	permitted	to	drive	others	in	your	car.

4.	All	drivers	on	campus	must	drive	with	care	at	a	slow	and	safe	speed	(<15	MPH).

5.	Any	student	who	does	not	comply	with	the	campus	driving	policies	will	lose	on-campus	driving	
privileges.

6.	Students	are	expected	to	walk	from	one	part	of	campus	to	another;	students	may	not	drive	from	the	
high	school	to	the	Art	building,	for	example.

Failure to Sign-Out for Lunch (High School only)
1st time: warning and email or phone call home
2nd	time:	loss	of	off-campus	privileges	for	a	week	(one	Monday	and	one	Friday)	and	email	or	phone	call	
home
3rd	time:	loss	of	off-campus	privileges	for	remainder	of	semester	and	email	or	phone	call	home

Returning Late to Advisory after Off-Campus Lunch (High School only)
1st time: warning and email or phone call home
2nd	time:	loss	of	off-campus	privileges	for	a	week	(one	Monday	and	one	Friday)	and	email	or	phone	call	
home
3rd	time:	loss	of	off-campus	privileges	for	remainder	of	semester	and	email	or	phone	call	home

Electronics (including cell phones, laptops, tablets, iPads, smart watches and iPods)
Increased	use	of	electronics	has	become	a	notable	distraction	in	the	learning	environment,	and	we	ask	
students to view their time at school as time to “unplug” from the steady stream of electronic input 
while they are at school. Therefore	we	ask	both	students	and	parents	to	be	mindful	of	the	following:

Cell	Phone	Policy: 
Students	in	4th	–	8th	may	bring	a	cell	phone	to	school	but	it	must	be	“off”	and	stored	in	a	backpack/
locker/cubby	between	the	hours	of	8:00am	and
3:15pm.	Students	in	9th	–	12th	may	bring	a	cell	phone	to	school	but	it	must	be	“off”	and	kept	in	
a	purse,	backpack	or	locker	between	the	hours	of	8:00am	and	3:15pm,	unless	a	teacher	has	given	
permission for its use. We ask that parents refrain from calling or texting students during the day. 
Urgent	messages	can	be	processed	through	the	Front	Office	(ECP/Elementary/JH)	or	the	HS	Office.

Laptops/computers/tablets: 
Increased	accessibility	to	the	Internet	requires	sensitivity	on	the	part	of	the	user.	We	ask	that	computers	
be	used	ONLY	for	educational	purposes	while	on	campus.	Absolutely	no	inappropriate	material	
(sexually	explicit	material,	etc.)	may	be	viewed	and/or	listened	to.	Students	should	not	be	gaming,	
watching videos, etc. while at school.
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Students in the preschool through the 8th grade may not use electronic devices such as cell phones at 
school. Therefore, we ask that high school students refrain from carrying or using electronic devices 
outside the high school area unless under the supervision of a teacher and for academic purposes, such 
as taking photos or video for an elective class.

If	a	teacher	or	staff	member	observes	an	electronic	device	of	any	sort	being	used	in	ways	that	go	against	
the expectations of the school in a classroom, outside of the high school grounds, or at times that are 
not	permitted,	the	device	will	be	held	until	the	end	of	the	day.

 ² 1st time:	phone/device	will	be	taken	by	the	teacher	and	held	until	the	end	of	the	day.	Parents	
(including	dorm	parents	and	guardians	as	applicable)	and	advisor	will	be	contacted.

 ² 2nd time:	phone/device	will	be	taken	by	the	teacher	and	held	until	the	end	of	the	day	by	the	
teacher.	Student	will	give	their	phone	to	the	teacher	daily	at	the	start	of	the	school	day	for	five	
days	and	pick	it	up	at	the	end	of	each	day.	Parents	(including	dorm	parents	and	guardians	as	
applicable)	and	advisor	will	be	contacted.

 ² 3rd time:	phone/device	will	be	taken	by	the	teacher	and	held	until	the	end	of	the	day	by	the	
teacher. Student will give their phone to the teacher daily at the start of the school day for ten 
days	and	pick	it	up	at	the	end	of	each	day.	Parents	(including	dorm	parents	and	guardians	as	
applicable),	advisor	and	Director	will	be	contacted.

 ² 4th time:	same	as	third	time,	but	in	addition	student	moves	to	Step	1	of	the	Disciplinary	
Protocol.	(See	section	on	Disciplinary	Protocol	in	this	handbook	for	more	information.)

School Property: Included	in	the	supplementary	fees	is	a	“rental	charge”	that	covers	the	cost	of	
textbooks,	uniforms,	etc.	that	are	issued	to	students.	Students	do	NOT	own	these	books/uniforms	and	
are	required	to	turn	them	back	in	to	their	subject	area	teachers	and/or	coaches	at	the	end	of	the	year	
in	reasonable	condition.	Families	will	be	billed	for	items	that	are	not	returned,	or	are	returned	but	not	
in	a	useable	condition	(books	with	damaged	spines	or	water	damage,	books	that	have	been	written	in	
excessively,	etc.).

Harassment:	All	students	must	be	allowed	to	work	and	study	in	an	environment	free	from	harassment	
and unsolicited and unwelcome sexual overtures. Sexual harassment does not refer to occasional 
compliments	or	other	generally	acceptable	social	behavior.	Sexual	harassment	refers	to	behavior	that	
is not welcome, personally offensive, or undermines or weakens morale. Any form of harassment, 
including	sexual	harassment,	whether	verbal,	physical,	visual,	or	electronic,	is	strictly	prohibited.	This	
includes:

• harassing	messages	communicated	by	email,	the	Internet,	or	telephone;
• cyberbullying	of	any	kind;
• sending	sexually	explicit	or	nude	photos	over	the	Internet;
• demanding	sexual	favors	accompanied	by	implied	or	overt	promises	or	preferential	treatment	or	

threats	concerning	student	status;
• pressure	for	sexual	activity;
• offensive,	unwanted	physical	contact	such	as	hugging,	patting,	pinching,	or	constant	brushing	

against	another’s	body;
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• offensive	unwanted	sex-oriented	verbal	“kidding,”	jokes,	or	abuse;
• any	other	form	of	intimidation	or	unsolicited	objectionable	comments.

If	a	student	becomes	aware	of	harassment	of	any	kind,	whether	it	be	personal	or	not,	or	feels	that	he/
she	is	a	victim	of	harassment,	this	information	should	be	communicated	immediately	to	the	secondary	
school	director,	or	to	an	advisor.	Any	such	complaint	must	be	specific	and	should	include	all	relevant	
information so that the school may conduct a thorough investigation. The secondary school director 
is required to report such complaints to the head of school. The school will investigate the complaint. 
Upon conclusion of the investigation, the school will take action to remedy the situation. The school 
will	not	tolerate	any	retaliation	against	a	student	who	files	a	complaint	or	participates	in	an	investigation	
regarding	a	complaint	of	harassment.	However,	anyone	who	makes	a	false	claim	of	harassment	will	be	
subject	to	disciplinary	protocol	action,	up	to	and	including	expulsion.

Secondary School Disciplinary Protocol:	At	Oak	Grove	School	we	seek	to	resolve	behavioral	
difficulties	without	the	use	of	punishment	and	rewards.	At	all	times	we	strive	to	create	a	climate	that	is	
safe	and	conducive	to	learning	for	both	staff	and	students.	To	the	best	of	our	ability	we	avoid	the	use	
of	fear-based,	coercive,	manipulative	strategies	and	seek	to	understand,	together	with	the	students,	
the	causes	for	behavior.	When	behavioral	difficulties	arise	our	intention	is	to	resolve	them	by	speaking	
directly	to	the	person/student	involved	and	working	things	out.	In	most	cases	issues	will	be	resolved	
this way. Sometimes they will not, and for those cases we have a disciplinary protocol.

A	major	offense	is	defined	as	an	event	or	a	series	of	events	that	violate	the	rules	of	Oak	Grove	School	
as	described	in	the	Parent/Student	or	the	Secondary	School	Handbooks	and	is	sufficiently	serious	for	
staff	to	feel	that	the	Director	and	parents	need	to	be	involved.	Some	examples:	repeated	instances	of	
disruptive	behavior	that	have	been	addressed	by	several	teachers;	disrespecting	teachers	and/or	peers;	
non-compliance	with	teacher	requests;	refusal	to	do	homework;	cheating;	cutting	class	(including	
Advisory,	electives	and	Fit	for	Life).

STEP 1: FIRST MAJOR OFFENSE

 ² The	matter	is	referred	to	the	Director	of	the	Secondary	School	by	staff.
 ² The	student	will	receive	a	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.			 
There	will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.

 ² The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
 ² The	student	may	be	asked	to	go	home	for	the	remainder	of	the	day.

STEP 2: SECOND MAJOR OFFENSE

 ² The	student	will	receive	a	second	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.			There	 
will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.

 ² The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
 ² There	will	be	a	meeting	with	parents,	Director,	Homeroom	Teacher	(7th	–	8th)	or	Advisor	 
(9th	–	12th),	and	any	other	relevant	parties.

 ² An	agreement	will	be	created.
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STEP 3: THIRD MAJOR OFFENSE

 ² If	the	student	violates	the	agreement	drafted	in	step	2	or	there	are	other	issues,	there	will	be	a	
disciplinary panel hearing.

 ² The	parents	will	be	contacted.
 ² The student will write an account of what happened.
 ² The	Head	of	School	and	Director	will	appoint	the	members	of	the	disciplinary	panel.
 ² The	student	will	appear	before	the	panel	and	has	the	right	to	bring	someone	with	them	who	can	
be	their	advocate.	Usually	this	will	be	a	parent.

 ² The disciplinary panel will decide on the appropriate consequence for the offense.  
Loss	of	privileges,	lowering	of	grade,	probation,	suspension	and	expulsion	are	some	possible	
rulings.*

 ² The	panel	will	document	its	decision	and	a	copy	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.
 ² The Head of School needs to approve the ruling.

STEP 4: FURTHER OFFENSES

 ² In	the	case	that	the	disciplinary	panel’s	ruling	in	step	3	was	not	expulsion,	any	further	offenses	
are	brought	before	the	panel.

 ² The	procedure	will	be	identical	to	step	3.

The	following	offenses	will	be	directly	brought	before	the	disciplinary	panel:	drug	and	alcohol	use;	
instances	of	verbal	or	physical	violence;	possession	of	weapons.	On	occasions	when	the	offense	is	severe	
enough	to	give	cause	for	safety	concerns,	at	the	discretion	of	the	Head	of	School,	a	student	may	be	
asked to leave the school without convening a disciplinary panel.

Again,	at	Oak	Grove	we	strive	to	create	a	climate	that	is	safe	and	conducive	to	learning	for	both	staff	and	
students.	To	the	best	of	our	ability	we	avoid	the	use	of	fear-based,	coercive,	manipulative	strategies	and	
seek	to	understand,	together	with	the	students,	the	causes	for	behavior.	When	behavioral	difficulties	
arise	our	intention	is	to	resolve	them	by	speaking	directly	to	the	person/student	involved	and	working	
things	out.	In	most	cases	issues	will	be	resolved	this	way.	Sometimes	they	will	not,	and	for	those	cases	
we have a disciplinary protocol.

*In	the	high	school,	possible	consequences	that	may	be	considered	in	the	Disciplinary	Protocol	process	(starting	at	Step	3),	
at	the	discretion	of	the	secondary	school	director	and	head	of	school,	include	but	are	not	limited	to:

Loss	of	Privilege
Students who demonstrate a lack of concern for the expectations of the school may have any or all of their privileges 
restricted or removed.

Lowering	of	a	grade,	withdrawal	from	class	or	assigning	a	grade	of	incomplete
The secondary school director and the disciplinary panel may recommend these consequences to the head of school for 
repeated	and	serious	offenses	including	but	not	limited	to	cheating	or	plagiarism.
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Suspension
Students	who	are	suspended	may	not	attend	class	or	school	events.	Work	missed	during	suspension	must	be	made	up	
without	outside	assistance	from	the	teacher.	Any	class	material	that	is	discussed	during	the	suspension	needs	to	be	obtained	
from	classmates.	However,	any	homework	assignments	or	exams	missed	while	suspended	cannot	be	completed	and	will	
result	in	a	failing	grade.	This	consequence	may	be	recommended	to	the	head	of	school	by	the	secondary	school	director	and	
the	disciplinary	protocol	panel.	Suspension	for	behavioral	infractions	will	be	reported	to	the	colleges	to	which	the	student	is	
seeking acceptance.

Probation
Students	whose	behavior	demonstrates	serious	or	recurring	disregard	for	the	spirit	or	the	expectations	of	the	Oak	Grove	
School	community	will	be	placed	on	probation.	Students	who	commit	a	subsequent	major	disciplinary	protocol	violation	
while	on	probation	are	likely	to	be	suspended	or	expelled	from	school.

Expulsion
The secondary school director and the disciplinary protocol panel may recommend expulsion for a serious violation, even on 
the	first	offense	or	if,	in	their	opinion,	a	student’s	continued	presence	is	detrimental	to	Oak	Grove	School	or	to	the	student	
involved.	When	expulsion	is	recommended,	a	student	is	automatically	suspended	in	the	case	that	the	situation	needs	to	be	
reviewed.	During	the	suspension	period,	the	head	of	school	will	review	the	matter	with	those	involved	before	reaching	a	final	
decision.	The	final	decision	regarding	the	status	of	a	student	asked	to	leave	the	school	will	be	at	the	sole	discretion	of	the	
head of school, who will meet with the family in the presence of a witness.

Disciplinary	Reporting	Policy
Oak	Grove	School	reports	major	disciplinary	protocol	measures	taken	to	any	college,	university,	scholarship	program,	
or	educational	program	that	requests	such	information.	The	information	is	reported	at	the	time	of	application.	Major	
disciplinary	measures	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	suspensions	and	expulsions	occurring	while	the	student	is	enrolled	in	
grades	nine	through	twelve.	When	such	measures	are	taken	after	the	initial	college	application	has	been	sent,	Oak	Grove	
School	provides	updated	information	reflecting	the	change	in	the	student’s	status.

Camping/Trips: We require all secondary students to fully participate in our fall and spring trips, and 
our	trip	to	India	senior	year.	These	trips	provide	opportunities	for	students	to	get	to	know	themselves,	
their	peers	and	their	teachers	better,	and	they	provide	chances	to	overcome	challenges	of	all	sorts.	
Students	learn	practical	skills	related	to	traveling,	camping	and	backpacking.	Occasionally,	there	are	
medical or other reasons that prevent a student from fully participating in a trip. When this happens, 
the	family	must	contact	the	Secondary	Program	Director	no	later	than	two weeks prior to the fall trip 
and four weeks	prior	to	the	spring	trip	(the	India	trip	will	be	handled	on	a	case	by	case	basis)	to	discuss	
the	situation.	Stringent	criteria	are	in	place	for	these	situations;	please	contact	the	Director	for	more	
information.

Study Hall Expectations: When high school students at Oak Grove have a study hall in their schedule, 
they are expected to make good academic use of that time, treating it as any other academic period. 
Oak	Grove	does	not	prescribe	a	course	of	study	for	the	time	period	but	rather	expects	that	students	will	
choose	how	best	to	use	that	time	for	academic	purposes.	Examples	of	appropriate	uses	of	time	include	
working on homework, doing class readings, or in the case of students enrolled in an independent 
study	course,	working	on	that	course.	Students	with	study	hall	first	through	fifth	period	will	work	in	a	
designated classroom with a designated teacher, unless other arrangements are made with the Director. 
Every	other	Friday,	students	in	7th	and	8th	period	study	halls	will	have	an	extended	study	hall	(2:00-
3:15pm).	They	need	to	make	use	of	that	time	well	and	will	be	expected	to	plan	ahead	to	ensure	that	
they	are	productive	during	that	study	hall.	Supervising	teachers	will	be	available	for	help	but	cannot	do	
extended	one-on-one	tutorials	during	study	hall.
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Independent Study Courses and Expectations: High school students enrolled in online courses or 
other	such	courses	should	create	a	schedule	for	themselves	to	ensure	that	they	finish	all	requirements	
of	the	course	in	a	timely	manner.	Oak	Grove	will	not	check	up	on	students’	progress	on	a	daily	basis,	
however	conferences	provide	a	natural	checkpoint	for	the	school	and	families	to	touch	base	on	progress.	
It	will	be	up	to	the	student	and	his/her	family	to	monitor	progress	on	a	daily	and	weekly	basis.	Oak	
Grove	will	ensure	that	a	quiet	place	is	provided	for	study	hall	work	to	be	done,	along	with	supervision	
during	the	afternoon	study	halls	(seventh	and	eighth	period).

Protocol for Taking Non-OGS Classes for Credit: As a small school, Oak Grove strives to 
accommodate	students’	schedules	to	the	best	of	its	ability.	When	high	school	students	are	out	of	
sequence	it	is	difficult	to	schedule	required	classes.	When	credit	is	given	on	the	Oak	Grove	transcript	
for courses taken outside of Oak Grove, Oak Grove must verify the coursework is equivalent to an Oak 
Grove	School	course.	It	is	imperative	that	Oak	Grove	stands	behind	the	credit	of	the	coursework	that	is	
given on the transcript.

For that reason, all students considering taking classes outside of Oak Grove School for which they wish 
to	get	official	credit,	whether	during	the	year	or	during	the	summer,	must	consult	with	the	Secondary	
School Director and get prior approval. Oak Grove may not give credit for coursework taken without 
prior approval. Oak Grove cannot guarantee that students who are out of sequence will get their 
required classes the following year.

Students wishing to take extra courses are encouraged to look for courses that supplement what they 
will	take	at	Oak	Grove,	rather	than	replace	the	prescribed	sequence	of	courses	offered	at	Oak	Grove.

Protocol for Requesting Early Dismissal: All high school students are expected to remain at school 
until the end of the school day, including electives, study hall, and Fit for Life. Students must have 
four years of elective credit and Fit for Life credit as part of the Oak Grove graduation requirements. 
Attendance at electives carries the same weight as academic classes for Oak Grove and college 
admissions	credit.	All	junior	high	students	are	expected	to	remain	at	school	through	the	end	of	each	
day,	including	specialist	classes.	If	a	student	has	a	special	situation	and	needs	to	leave	school	earlier	than	
the	end	of	the	normal	school	day	on	a	regular	basis,	we	ask	that	the	families	submit	the	following	to	the	
Secondary	Program	Director	so	that	we	may	consider	the	request:

1.	The	nature	of	the	request	(i.e.	being	excused	from	school	every	day	after	7th	period;	being	excused	
from	8th	period	15	minutes	early	every	Tuesday)
2.	The	reasoning	behind	the	request	(why	the	request	is	being	made,	how	it	will	benefit	the	student,	and	
why	it	requires	missing	school)
3.	Verification	from	a	coach	or	other	mentor	regarding	schedules,	hours	of	training,	etc.

Oak	Grove	does	not	typically	allow	early	dismissals,	but	in	some	cases	we	make	accommodations,	such	
as when we have student athletes competing at a high level with aspirations to continue competing 
post-high	school.	Requests	should	be	submitted	in	writing	to	the	Secondary	Program	Director	for	
consideration.	(If	a	student	is	requesting	Independent	Study	for	Fit	for	Life,	please	refer	to	that	
protocol.)
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Protocol for Requesting Transcripts and Letters of Recommendation (High School):
Official	and	unofficial	copies	of	transcripts	are	issued	through	the	High	School	Registrar’s	office.	
Students	should	fill	out	a	transcript	request	form	and	allow	at	least	24	hours	for	the	request	to	be	
processed. When students need letters of recommendation or evaluations from teachers or the Head 
of School, they should request those at least one week in advance of the deadline, to allow staff time to 
write a thoughtful letter or evaluation.

Fit for Life, Sports Requirements & Outdoor Education (High School):	High	school	students	fulfill	
their	physical	education	requirement	through	participation	in	our	Fit	for	Life	Program	and	our	camping	
program.	Each	season	students	are	offered	the	choice	of	an	inter-	scholastic	sport	(Condor	League	
Girls’	&	Boys’	Volleyball	&	Soccer,	for	example),	or	another	fitness	activity	(triathlon	training,	for	
example).	In	all	cases,	this	requires	practice	or	training	after	school	from	3:25	to	4:30	pm	on	Mondays,	
Tuesdays,	and	Thursdays	and	games	(during	sports	seasons)	on	Wednesdays	and/or	Saturdays.	High	
school	students	will	also	have	two	trips	each	year	(seniors	travel	to	India	in	the	winter	and	will	have	
apprenticeships	in	the	spring	rather	than	a	trip).

• All students	must	participate	in	the	Fit	for	Life	Program	as	described	above.	Please	see	the	Fit	
for	Life	syllabus	for	more	details.

• All students	must	participate	in	fall	and	spring	trips	(and	also	apprenticeships	for	seniors).
• 8th	grade	students	may	be	invited	to	participate	in	team	sports.

Independent	Study	for	Fit	for	Life: We encourage all students to participate on our athletic teams. 
However, if there are activities that a student is involved in preventing them from doing so, that student 
can	apply	for	an	independent	study	program.	The	program	must	reflect	a	comparable	commitment	to	
Oak	Grove’s	Fit	for	Life	class	as	well	as	presenting	a	direct	time	conflict.	The	student	must	submit	a	
written proposal	to	the	Athletic	Director	no	later	than	the	Friday	prior	to	the	beginning	of	each	new	
season	(Fall,	Winter	and	Spring)	outlining	their	program,	including	times,	dates,	locations	and	the	
name	of	their	coach/trainer.	If	approved,	the	student	must	then	keep	a	weekly	journal	documenting	
each	sessions’s	activities	and	have	their	coach/trainer	or	parent	sign	each	entry.	Every	other	week	the	
journal	will	be	submitted	to,	and	checked	by	the	Athletic	Director.	Missing	or	incomplete	assignments	
will	be	considered	equivalent	to	missing	a	class	session.

The	Independent	Study	option	is	not	available	as	a	tool	for	students	to	“opt	out”	of	Fit	for	Life	by	
designing	their	own	P.E	program.	It	has	been	put	in	place	to	acknowledge	that	some	students	come	to	
Oak Grove already involved in other athletic endeavors that take up a good deal of their time and do not 
allow them to also participate in Fit for Life. Examples of this are as follows:

• Medical	Exemption:	Students	who	can	produce	a	doctor’s	note	indicating	limitations	on	
physical	activity	may	qualify.	In	these	cases	an	“alternative	physical	activity”	can	meet	the	
requirements of Fit for Life.

• Existing	Sport	Commitment	Conflicts	with	Fit	for	Life	Times:	Students	who	can	verify	
that	their	existing	outside	sport	conflicts	directly	with	the	Fit	for	Life	schedule	may	qualify.	
Examples: Equestrian, Rowing Crew, Swim Team
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• Existing Sport Commitment Requires More than 6 hours a Week: Students who can verify that 
their existing outside sport requires more than 6 hours a week of practice and game play may 
qualify.	Examples:	International	Sailing,	Club	Sports,	Competitive	Golf.

We	are	committed	to	working	together,	and	any	other	special	circumstances	that	arise	will	be	handled	
on	a	case-by-case	basis.	This	will	involve	a	discussion	between	the	student,	their	parents	and	school	
staff	about	the	student’s	needs	and/or	the	family’s	needs	and	the	best	way	to	support	them	within	the	
framework of Fit for Life.

— § — 
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“The	purpose,	the	aim	and	drive	of	these	schools	is	to	equip	the	
child	with	the	most	excellent	technological	proficiency	so	that	he	
may	function	with	clarity	and	efficiency	in	the	modern	world,	
and,	far	more	important,	to	create	the	right	climate	so	that	the	
child	may	develop	fully	as	a	complete	human	being.	This	means	
giving	him	the	opportunity	to	flower	in	goodness	so	that	he	is	
rightly	related	to	people,	things	and	ideas,	to	the	whole	of	life.	
To	live	is	to	be	related.	There	is	no	right	relationship	to	anything	
if	there	is	not	the	right	feeling	for	beauty,	a	response	to	nature,	
to	music	and	art,	a	highly	developed	aesthetic	sense.	I	think	it	is	
fairly	clear	that	competitive	education	and	the	development	of	
the	student	in	that	process—the	pattern	which	we	now	cultivate	
and	call	education—is	very,	very	destructive.	You	teach	him	to	
read	and	write	within	the	present	system	of	frustration	then	the	
flowering	of	the	mind	is	impeded.	The	question	then	is:	if	one	
drops	this	competitive	education,	can	the	mind	be	educated	at	
all	in	the	accepted	sense	of	the	word	?	Or,	does	education	consist	
really	in	taking	ourselves	and	the	student	away	from	the	social	
structure	of	frustration	and	desire	and,	at	the	same	time,	giving	
him	information	about	mathematics,	physics,	and	so	on?	We	must	
be	very	clear	in	ourselves	what	we	want,	clear	what	a	human	
being	must	be	—	the	total	human	being	not	just	the	technological	
human	being.	If	we	concentrate	very	much	on	examinations,	on	
technological	information,	on	making	the	child	clever,	proficient	
in	acquiring	knowledge	while	we	neglect	the	other	side,	then	the	
child	will	grow	up	into	a	one-sided	human	being.	So	we	must	find	
a	way,	we	must	bring	about	a	movement	which	will	cover	both.	
So	far	we	have	separated	the	two	and,	having	separated	them,	we	
have	emphasized	the	one	and	neglected	the	other.	What	we	are	
now	trying	to	do	is	to	join	both	of	them	together.	If	there	is	proper	
education,	the	student	will	not	treat	them	as	two	separate	fields.	He	
will	be	able	to	move	in	both	as	one	movement;	in	making	himself	
technologically	perfect,	he	will	also	make	himself	a	worthwhile	
human	being.”

—		J.Krishnamurti
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“The function of education
is to help you – from childhood –

not	to	imitate	anybody,
but	to	be	yourself	all	the	time.”

J. Krishnamurti, On Education

Revised July 2017

Besant House
BOARDING GUIDELINES 
2017 - 2018
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WHAT TO BRING
A.  NEED		TO	BRING
Bed	Linens:	pillows,	blankets,	bedspread,	sheets,	pillow	cases
Towels
Clothing,	including	bathrobe
Clothes hangers
Alarm	clock	(not	a	cell	phone)	Toiletries:	bath	soap,	etc.	Laundry	bag/basket
Backpack
Hiking	boots	&	socks	Sleeping	bag	&	stuff	sack	Umbrella	and/or	rain	gear	Laptop	Computer	Flashlight
School	Supplies:	binders,	etc.	(see	materials	list)	English	language	dictionary
Clothing	and	Equipment	for	Camping	Trips*
*Besant	House	staff	can	help	students	purchase	these	items	if	necessary

B.  PERMITTED	TO	BRING
Portable	stereo	equipment
Radio
Blow dryer
Reading lamp
Personal	computer/laptop
Bicycle	&	helmet	(Helmet	California	State	Law)	Talking	Dictionary
Handheld	musical	instruments	(anything	bigger	by	permission)

C.  NOT	PERMITTED	TO	BRING
Personal	Desk	Top
Television	set,	Drone	(remote	aircraft),	VCR	or	DVD	Player,	Large	Monitor/Computer	Screen
Motorcycles, Mopeds
Window air conditioners
Home	stereos	–	any	stereo	larger	than	a	tabletop
Hot pot, hot plate, or any other cooking equipment, refrigerator
No	Game	Consoles	(i.e.	Xbox,	Play	Station,	Nintendo)	–	The	school	provides	a	wii.	No	Mature	or	R	or	
X	rated	video/computer	games
Foreign	medicine,	unless	accompanied	with	an	English	translation	by	the	physician
Tobacco,	tobacco	products,	lighters,	matches,	incense	and	candles	Weapons	of	any	kind	(knives,	air	
soft	guns,	toy	guns)	Meat/fish/fowl	and	meat/fish/fowl	based	snacks
No	furniture	(organizational	units	by	house	parent	permission	only)

NOTE
1.	Please	remember	that	you	may	have	a	roommate,	so	limit	the	amount	of	clothing	and	personal	items	
you	bring.
2.	Please	understand	that	all	personal	items,	including	cash,	are	brought	to	the	school	at	your	own	
risk,	and	the	school	is	in	no	way	responsible	for	the	upkeep	of	personal	property,	nor	is	the	school	
responsible	in	the	event	of	loss	or	damage.
3.	Any	item	that	is	designated	on	the	NOT	PERMITTED	list,	or	anywhere	throughout	Oak	Grove	
School	literature,	as	being	inappropriate	or	not	allowed,	will	be	confiscated	and	will	not	be	returned.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
A. Communications Between Parents & Houseparents

Communication	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	good	working	relationship	between	parents	and	
Houseparents.		Houseparents	are	responsible	for	all	major	issues	concerning	this	resident,	including	
emotional, social, academic, and physical issues. We use This Week, Besant House newsletter, group 
and	individual	emails,	texts,	and	other	communication	vehicles	to	stay	in	touch.	Parents	are	encouraged	
to	express	their	concerns	directly	to	their	child’s	Houseparent	as	they	arise.		Parents	can	reach	
Houseparents	by	phone	between	4:00	p.m.	and	9:00	p.m.	on	school	days.	On	Saturdays	and	Sundays	
house parents will respond to phone, voicemail messages and email at their earliest convenience.

Important	Numbers:
• House	Phone	 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	805-646-9384
• House	Cell	Phone	 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	805-798-7255
• Houseparent email .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   besanthouse@oakgroveschool.org
• Director of Residential Life .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  	951-468-4091
• Oak Grove School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	805-646-8236

• Director of Secondary School  . . . . . .  ext. 225
• High	School	Office	 . . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 111

B. Cellular Phones

Students may not have more than one phone. Cellular phones are allowed under the following 
conditions:

1. The	phone	must	be	registered	with	the	Besant	House	Staff.
2. Cell	phones	are	collected	every	weekday	evening	for	students	in	grades	9-10.
3. Per	the	High	School	Handbook	Agreement	and	Besant	House	Guidelines,	any	resident	who	

does	not	follow	the	guidelines	may	have	his	or	her	cell	phone	taken	away	for	a	specific	amount	of	
time, or for the remainder of the school year.

C. Mail

Mail	is	appreciated	by	the	residents	and	should	be	addressed	as	follows:	
Oak Grove School – Besant House
[Resident’s	Name]
220	W.	Lomita	Ave.	Ojai,	CA	93023

mailto:besanthouse%40oakgroveschool.org?subject=
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D. Besant House Hours

Besant House is closed during school hours:
• 7:50 – 4:30 pm. Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
• 7:50 – 3:20 pm. Friday
• 7:50 – 12 noon Wednesdays

Residents	must	obtain	written	permission	from	a	teacher	and	one	of	the	Houseparents	or	be	
accompanied	by	an	adult	administrator	to	return	to	Besant	House	during	school	hours.

Phones	are	off	limits	during	the	following	times:
• All	days	before	7:00	a.m.	and	after	10:00	p.m.
• Sunday	–	Thursday	evenings	from	7	–	9pm.	(study	hours)

Parents	are	asked	not	to	call	students	during	the	above	hours	except	for	emergencies.

E. Academic Calendar, Holidays & Besant Closures

Students are expected to attend Besant House Orientation and all School Calendared
Events.

Besant House is closed during the following times:
• HS Fall Camping Trip Week
• Thanksgiving Break
• Winter Break – three weeks
• HS Spring Camping Trip
• Spring Break – two weeks
• Memorial weekend

Please	consult	the	School	calendar	for	specific	dates.
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DORMITORY LIFE

A. Introduction

Our goal is for each person at Besant House to feel safe and secure in the dorm. Communication 
between	residents	and	Houseparents	is	a	key	element	in	working	together.	The	purpose	of	these	
guidelines is to assure proper communication and that each resident and Houseparent feels safe and 
comfortable	living	at	Besant	House.	Houseparents	have	a	deep	respect	for	the	resident’s	needs	as	
teenagers	and	will	attempt	to	remain	as	flexible	as	possible.		However,	it	is	our	legal	obligation	and	
foremost	concern	that	resident	safety	be	paramount.

Living	in	a	dormitory	requires	courteous	consideration	for	the	safety,	health	and	well	being	of	everyone	
and	everything	in	the	dormitory.		Mutual	compromise	and	the	ability	to	respect	the	rights	of	others	
are	essential	and	important	aspects	of	any	community.	A	major	goal	of	our	residential	program	is	for	
residents	to	learn	to	live	with	others	in	the	dormitory	and	to	appreciate	others’	needs	and	differences.

It	is	extremely	important	to	be	sensitive,	cooperative	and,	when	there	are	strong	feelings,	flexible	
in	resolving	differences	of	opinion.		The	School	realizes	that	living	away	from	home	may	be	a	first	
experience for some residents, so we want to do whatever we can to help make relationships work. 
In	general,	we	have	found	that	residents	who	are	patient	and	understanding	normally	work	out	their	
differences and come to value the special relationships that develop amongst their fellow residents.

B. Parent and/or Guardian Expectations

In	order	to	serve	the	residents	entrusted	to	our	care,	it	is	crucial	that	we	be	able	to	count	on	parental	
support	of	the	school’s	rules	and	regulations.		It	would	be	a	disservice	to	give	the	residents	“mixed”	or	
conflicting	messages	on	matters	of	principle,	conduct,	responsibility,	or	fundamental	values.

It	is	also	important	that	parents	be	conscientious	in	supporting	the	school’s	standards	and	expectations	
whenever	their	children	have	other	residents	to	their	home	as	guests.	As	a	specific	example,	it	would	
be	inappropriate	for	parents	to	serve	or	make	available	alcoholic	beverages	to	resident	guests	who	are	
under age.

It	is	equally	important	that	parents	respect	the	school	calendar	and	their	children’s	school	obligations.	
For example, parents are expected to cooperate to insure that their children leave and return from 
weekends	and	vacations	on	time	and	on	the	day(s)	published	on	the	school	calendar.	We	at	the	School	
strive	to	be	conscientious	and	professional	in	providing	a	sound	educational	experience	for	all	our	
students,	but	we	cannot	be	successful	or	serve	our	residents	to	the	best	of	our	abilities	without	full	
parental support.
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C. General Conduct

1.	Appropriate	language,	dress,	and	behavior	are	required	at	all	times.

2.	Residents	are	expected	to	respect	school	property	because,	in	fact,	school	property	exists	for	the	
collective	benefit	of	the	entire	school	community.	Consequently,	it	is	incumbent	upon	everyone	to	
report	vandalism,	damages,	etc.,	so	that	necessary	repairs	can	be	made.

3.	In	an	effort	to	assist	our	international	residents	in	the	acquisition	of	the	English	language,	and	to	
create a truly supportive community, only English will be spoken in common areas, on outings, and 
during	group	activities	(unless	translation	is	necessary).

4. Residents are expected to interact in positive ways with each other and with Houseparents. Besant 
is	a	community	of	students	and	staff	from	a	diverse	range	of	countries,	cultures	and	beliefs,	sexual	
orientation, and family compositions.

A.	Racism,	sexism,	and	religious	intolerance	are	not	acceptable.

B.	Expressing	judgments	of	others,	which	can	take	the	form	of	making	fun	of	(even	in	a	joking	manner),	
gossiping,	overt	exclusion,	insults	or	speaking	behind	others’	backs	and	hurtful	physical	contact	
(hitting,	pushing,	pulling	hair,	throwing	objects,	slapping,	and	wrestling)	are	not	acceptable.

5.	Smoking	of	any	substance,	the	use	of	alcohol	or	any	illegal	drugs,	abuses	of	prescription	pills,	
or	physical	or	emotional	violence	are	not	permitted	and	will	be	considered	grounds	for	expulsion.		
Residents	who	are	at	the	site	of	these	activities	(but	are	not	participating)	should	leave	immediately	or	
they	will	also	be	considered	in	violation.	Please	see	the	Consequences section for more information.

D.  Appearance

Clothing	impacts	how	we	feel	about	ourselves	and	how	others	see	us.	Within	the	context	of	the	school,	
fashions and appearance that are intended to shock and to draw undue attention are questioned.  
Oak Grove asks for a certain standard of dress and personal appearance in order to emphasize order, 
cleanliness,	and	respect,	thereby	contributing	to	a	sense	of	well-being	at	the	school.

The	dress	code	at	Oak	Grove	is	“tidy	casual.”		We	ask	that	the	following	guidelines	for	appearance	be	
respected:

1.	No	torn	or	dirty	clothing.

2.	No	symbols	or	items	that	are	disrespectful	regarding	sex,	race,	ethnic	or	national	origin	may	
be	worn	on	campus	or	at	any	school-sponsored	event.
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3.	No	symbols	or	items	that	may	be	viewed	as	either	promoting	the	use	of	alcohol,	drugs,	or	
tobacco,	or	related	to	gang	activity	may	be	worn	on	campus	or	at	any	school	sponsored	event.

4.	Piercing,	tattooing,	and	permanent	hair	coloring	may	not	be	performed.	Temporary	hair	
coloring requires permission from a Houseparent.

5.	Sexually	provocative	clothing	is	inappropriate.	Students	must	cover	belly	buttons,	cleavage,	
and	underwear.		Boys’	pants	must	cover	boxers;	girls’	skirts	and	shorts	should	be	of	reasonable	
length	(i.e.	provide	complete	coverage	of	the	buttocks	and	underwear	when	standing,	sitting,	
kneeling,	or	bending	over).

E. Intimacy

Learning	about	sexuality	is	an	important	part	of	education,	but	today’s	culture	seems	to	give	undue	
emphasis to sex and sexuality.  We ask Oak Grove students to meet this pressure intelligently, 
questioning	and	considering	issues	carefully.	We	believe	that	full	sexual	intimacy	at	too	early	an	age	is	
not	conducive	to	the	well-being	of	a	young	person	and	that	--	in	the	context	of	a	boarding	program	--it	
has	a	detrimental	impact	on	one’s	studies	and	one’s	relationship	with	fellow	students	and	staff.

Because	Besant	House	is	a	co-ed	facility,	the	following	guidelines	will	be	enforced	to	ensure	that	
residents	feel	safe	and	comfortable	at	all	times.		These	guidelines	are	intentionally	non-gender	specific.

1. Residents	in	other	student’s	rooms	with	the	door	closed	is	allowed	with	dormparent	permission.
2. Only	one	resident	may	be	on	a	bed	at	any	time.
3. Excessive hugging or sensual touching is inappropriate.
4. Nudity	in	the	presence	of	other	residents	is	not	permitted.
5. Appropriate	attire	must	be	worn	in	all	common	areas	(bathrobes,	shirts,	etc.)
6. Students must not engage in sexual intercourse or inappropriate sexual activity while at Besant 

House.
7. We	discourage	exclusive	relationships	that	cause	students	to	be	unavailable	socially	to	the	rest	

of the community.

F. Alcohol, Illegal Drugs and Prescription Drug Abuse

At	Oak	Grove	we	wish	to	encourage	good	health	and	clear	thinking,	and	the	use	of	these	substances	
does not support such intentions.  The school offers a lifestyle that is, in many ways, more free and open 
than	that	of	many	other	schools,	but	substance	abuse	is	not	part	of	that	freedom.

The	use	of	alcohol	and	illegal	drugs	is	incompatible	with	the	school’s	lifestyle	and	is	considered	a	
serious	offense.	In	addition	to	being	illegal,	the	possession,	use,	sale	and/or	distribution	of	illegal	
drugs,	alcohol,	controlled	substances	or	intoxicants	of	any	kind	is	unacceptable	and	contrary	to	the	
most	basic	intention	of	the	school	–	to	explore	the	possibility	of	increased	attention	and	mindfulness.	
Violation	is	grounds	for	expulsion.
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G. Smoking

Tobacco	use	is	prohibited.	Nicotine	is	considered	an	addictive	drug	and	its	use	is	contrary	to	the	
development	of	a	healthy	mind	and	body.

H. Chores & Laundry

Each resident participates in the upkeep of Besant House and the surrounding grounds. Residents 
are assigned household chores including cleaning the laundry, supply, and living rooms, as well as the 
kitchen,	bathrooms	and	school	vans.		Chores	rotate	on	a	regular	basis.	Laundry	facilities	are	provided	
with	free	access	to	a	washing	machine	and	dryer.	See	“Dormitory	Schedule”	for	specifics.

I. Living Room

The	Living	Room	is	equipped	with	couches,	a	TV	and	board	games.		The	Living	Room	is	available	
for	use	except	after	bedtime.	The	Living	Room	is	a	common	space	and	may	not	be	used	for	overnight	
sleeping	unless	permission	is	granted	by	a	house	parent.

J. T.V., Movies and Video Games

In	our	culture,	passive	entertainment	has	become	one	of	the	greatest	obstacles	to	students	developing	
mindfulness, meaningful relationships and community.  For this reason excessive use of video games, 
DVD’s,	etc.	is	discouraged.		Besant	House	has	computers	linked	to	the	Internet	for	student	use,	with	
movies	available	for	viewing	on	weekends.	No	violent	or	sexually	provocative	video	games	may	be	
viewed or played.

We	provide	an	Xbox	for	community	attended	games.	Any	games	not	provided	by	the	dorm	must	be	
approved	by	the	house	parent.

Videos/movies	are	often	watched	on	Friday	and	Saturday	evenings	as	well	as	Sunday	and	Wednesday	
afternoons	before	dinner.	Some	R-rated	movies	may	be	viewed	by	students	at	the	discretion	of	the	house	
parents.

OGS’s	stand	on	Video	Games	with	Mature	or	R-rated	content	is	similar	to	our	stand	on	being	a	
vegetarian	campus;	i.e.	While	we	might	discuss,	explore,	investigate	together	how	we	feel	about	
vegetarian/not	vegetarian,	we	are	not	going	to	dictate	or	prescribe	“vegetarianism”	per	se.	However,	
in	consideration	of	the	school’s	founder	and	the	teachings	on	which	this	school	was	built,	we	maintain	
a	vegetarian	campus.	In	a	similar	way,	we	can	discuss,	explore,	investigate,	agree,	or	disagree	together	
about	the	effects	of	violent	video	games,	and	we	are	not	going	to	dictate	that	you	can’t	play	them	in	your	
own	home,	but	once	again,	given	the	philosophical	mission	of	the	school,	we	will	not	support	violent	
video	games	by	allowing	them	to	be	played	on	our	campus.

K.  Fire, Earthquake and House Alarm

Besant House is equipped with the latest Fire Alarm Safety System that is directly connected to the 
Fire Station located 2 minutes away. The house is also electronically armed with an Entry Alarm that is 
activated	at	night.		Each	semester,	residents	receive	instruction	on	fire	and	earthquake	preparation.
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L. Resident Banking

To	cover	a	resident’s	personal	needs	and	incidentals	(including	money	for	purchasing	meals	off	campus	
–	see	X.	DINING	&	FOOD),	parents	are	required	to	make	funds	available	to	their	students.	To	open	
a	United	States	bank	account,	some	banks	require	a	minimum	of	$25.00	and	a	Social	Security	card.	
International	residents	without	a	Social	Security	card	may	use	their	passport	and	complete	a	W-8	form.	
Once	the	account	is	open,	residents	will	supply	their	parents	with	the	account	number	and	bank	routing	
number	for	wiring	deposits.	Houseparents	typically	will	not	hold	resident’s	funds	and	cannot	be	held	
responsible	if	lost.	Residents	are	discouraged	to	have	more	than	$100.00	in	cash	in	their	possession	at	
any given time.

M.  Academic Reports & Residential Life

Resident’s	school	reports	are	sent	to	each	parent.	They	are	also	reviewed	by	the	Houseparents.	The	
Academic	Coordinator/Houseparent	of	the	particular	student	meets	with	teachers	to	discuss	their	
resident(s)	on	an	ongoing	basis.	If	a	resident	is	having	difficulties,	the	academic	coordinator	of	the	
specific	student	communicates	with	parents	and	teachers	to	determine	measures	that	can	be	initiated	
including Group Study, tutoring, or after school help sessions with a teacher.

N. Houseparent Requests

When	a	resident	is	asked	to	do	something	by	a	houseparent,	the	resident	is	expected	to	comply.	If	a	
resident	feels	that	they	are	being	treated	unfairly,	they	may	voice	their	concerns	by:

• Speaking to a Houseparent
• Speaking to the Director of Secondary School
• Speaking to the Director of Residential Life

See	the	Communication	and	Conflict	Resolution	Protocols	Section

O. Student Leadership

This	is	an	opportunity	to	develop	leadership	skills	and	experience	additional	responsibility	in	the	dorm,	
to	support	staff,	and	to	treat	all	residents	fairly	and	equally.	It	is	anticipated	that	leadership	roles	will	
enhance	leadership	abilities.

P. Weekly Dorm Meeting

All residents are required to attend every week.

The purpose of this weekly meeting is to discuss issues of concern to the resident community, deepen 
the	bonds	between	community	members	and	to	plan	activities,	trips	and	projects,	in	order	to	have	a	
positive	influence	on	the	resident	community	They	provide	a	forum	to	discuss	issues	that	arise	from	
living	together	and	reflect	on	the	learning	that	is	occurring	throughout	the	week.	They	are	an	essential	
part of communicating  and  cooperating  with  each  other.  The  meetings  will  also  include sharing 
experiences,	playing	games	and	just	enjoying	time	together.	Occasionally	guests	will	be	invited	to	
participate.

12:15	-	1:15	pm		 Wednesdays	Staff	Meeting
5:00	-	6:00	pm			 Dorm	Meeting
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SCHOOL/DORMITORY SCHEDULE
 
A. Weekdays 

Since most school days are consumed with many social interactions, it is important for students to have 
some	quiet	time	at	the	end	of	the	day,	to	get	adequate	sleep,	and	to	establish	a	rhythm	for	the	working	
week.	The	school	also	has	the	responsibility	of	knowing	that	Besant	House	boarders	are	safe	and	secure	
after nightfall.

The school day starts promptly at 8:00 a.m.

After	school,	all	Besant	House	residents	must	report	to	the	Houseparent	on	duty	--	by	phone	or	in	
person	--	no	later	than	30	minutes	after	being	dismissed	from	school.	Residents	may	not	leave	the	
dormitory after Lights-Out, or prior to 7:30 a.m., unless they are attending a school sanctioned event.  
No	one	should	be	up	prior	to	5:30	a.m.

By	9:30	p.m.,	students	are	to	leave	each	other’s	rooms,	and	the	dormitory	should	be	quiet	enough	for	
sleeping.	Students	should	be	in	rooms	by	10:00	p.m.

Besant House Schedule (2017-2018)

Weekdays Sunday	6:00	PM	–	Friday	3:30P	M
7:00 AM Wake up call
7:00 – 7:20 Prepare	for	school
7:30 – 7:50 Breakfast/pack	snack	for	Fit	for	Life	(M,T,TH)
7:50 Leave for school, dorm closed
8:00	am	–	3:15	PM SCHOOL SCHEDULE
3:20PM	–	4:30	PM Fit for Life
4:30-5:30 Teacher Study Hall After School Hours
4:30PM	(Mon.	Tues.	Thurs),	12	
NOON	(Wed.),	3:20PM	(Friday)

Dorm open for all students

4:30 – 6:00 Free time, study time, room cleaning, socialize, exercise, 
hobbies,	community	service,	etc.	Kitchen Closed

6:00 – 6:30 Dinner
6:30-7:00 Study	Hall	Prep,	chores.
7:00 – 9:00 Supervised studying in rooms for all students. Kitchen Closed
9:00	-	9:30 Snacks	available	and	chores
9:30 – 9:50 Quiet		time,		prepare		for		bed,		electronics	turned	in.	Kitchen 

Closed
10:00 Residents  in  their  own  room,  quiet  time

(showering	only	allowed	until	10:30)

 



Page 99
Besant House Boarding Guidelines - 2017-2018

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ALL-SCHOOL SECONDARY BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

B. Special Weeknight Activities

Weeknights are typically reserved for communal dinners and Study Hours. However, residents may 
go	to	dinner	at	a	friend’s	house,	baby-sit,	join	a	school	trip,	etc.	In	such	cases,	advance	notice	is	needed	
(follow	the	Going-Out Guidelines)	and	chores	and	homework	must	be	completed	and	checked	prior	to	
the	resident’s	departure.	Dinner	is	prepared	every	evening	for	residents.	Substituting	this	meal	prior	or	
after	dinner	by	eating	or	ordering	food	from	off	campus	is	not	allowed.

Weekends	(Friday	3:30PM	–	Sunday	6:00PM) Program/Schedule	Subject	to	change	and	
dependent on weekend activities.

11:00PM	(Friday	and	Saturday) Residents in their own room, quiet time.
  
This	is	the	basic	schedule	for	Besant	House.	The	weekly	program	also	includes	the	activities	discussed	
in	the	letter	of	introduction.	Dorm	meetings	will	be	held	once	a	week.

C. Weekends

Weekends at Besant House are casual.  During the weekend, residents may participate in a wide 
range of planned activities including shopping, movies, visits to areas in Los Angeles, cultural events, 
museums,	or	going	to	the	beach.		The	school	provides	transportation.	Residents	may	request	field	trips	
in	advance	for	consideration	by	the	group.	Some	Besant	House	activities	will	be	mandatory	and	other	
optional.

A Besant House representative sits on Student Council and many high school weekend activities are 
planned	for	both	day	and	residential	students.	Friendships	between	day	and	residential	students	are	
encouraged.  Often day students visit friends at Besant or Besant students visit friends at their homes.

D. Laundry

1.	 Laundry	facilities	may	not	be	used	after	lights	out	and	during	study	hall.
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STUDY HOURS
Study	Hours	are	scheduled	Sunday	–	Thursday	7:00	p.m.	to	9:00	p.m.	It	is	important	to	note	that	
since there is a designated Study Hall period, this does not stop a resident from studying prior to the 
allotted	time.		As	a	matter	of	fact,	there	will	be	occasions	throughout	the	course	of	the	school	year,	when	
additional	study	will	be	needed.

A. Study Hours Schedule

6:30-7:00	Study	Hours	Prep	(complete	showers,	outside	activities,	etc.)

7:00  Supervised Study Hours

7:00  Residents not required to attend Group Study Hall are welcome to study in their rooms with the 
door wide open.

9:00	 Official	Study period	ends	(residents	are	encouraged	to	–	and	will	often	need	to	–	study	more	
than	official	Study times).

Note:
The following activities are not permitted during Study Hall:

• Visiting	Other	Residents
• Use of cell phones
• Showering
• Recreational	use	of	the	Internet	and	gaming
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GOING-OUT PRIVILEGE
A. General Guidelines

These	guidelines	have	been	created	in	order	to	provide	a	protocol	for	communication	that	helps	all	
parties	(parents,	students,	dorm	parents)	understand	their	responsibilities,	to	honor	the	need	for	off-
campus excursions and visits, and to maintain a safe environment for all.

Permission	to	leave	Besant	House	for	any	reason	is	a	privilege	subject	to	the	approval	of	the	resident	
staff.	The	resident	student’s	conduct,	academic	performance,	and	fulfillment	of	school	obligations	will	
be	considered	before	permission	is	granted.
Failure to comply with these guidelines may result in the forfeiture of future permissions.

SHORT EXCURSIONS TO TOWN – Wednesday & Weekends

Excursions	are	off-campus	trips,	of	short	duration	(less	than	2	hours)	made	without	the	supervision	of	
OGS	staff	and	therefore	requiring	permission.		It	may	involve	a	trip	to	purchase	supplies	or	get	a	snack	
off-campus.		As	an	“unsupervised	activity”,	an	excursion	is	considered	an	exceptional	privilege.		It	is	
expected	that	students	will	be	responsible,	use	common	sense,	and	honor	the	general	guidelines	of	the	
school	with	regard	to	behavior	while	off-campus.	It	is	also	expected	that	students	will	carry	their	cell	
phones	and	be	available	if	called	by	a	dorm	parent.

It	is	always	preferable	to	undertake	excursions	into	town	with	a	fellow	student.

Short	excursions	by	bus,	bike,	or	walking	to	the	above	locations	require	the	following:

1.  Ask permission from the house parent on duty.
2.		If	permission	is	granted,	sign-out	on	the	Sign-Out	Board,	indicating	destination.
3.		Take	your	cell	phone	with	you	and	answer	it	if	called	by	a	dorm	parent.
4.		Return	by	the	time	indicated,	sign-in,	and	let	the	house	parent	on	duty	know	you	are	back.

B. Going-out by Signing-Out and Using Activity Form

EXCURSIONS TO THE RESIDENCE OF ANOTHER STUDENT
Excursions	to	the	homes	of	other	students	need	advance	planning	as	permission	can	only	be	granted	
if	the	dorm	parent	can	confirm	that	there	will	be	adult	supervision;	therefore,	all	requests	to	visit	the	
residence	of	another	student	must	be	confirmed	by	the	parents	of	the	student	being	visited. This 
requires the following:

1.	 Resident	students	should	give	enough	advance	notification	with	the	name,	phone,	and	any	
other	contact	information	needed	of	the	host	parent	to	ensure	that	it	can	be	confirmed	by	the	
parents	of	the	student	being	visited	that	they	will	be	supervising.	This	can	be	done	by	telephone.
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2.	 If	permission	is	granted,	sign-out	on	the	Sign-Out	Board,	indicating	destination.
3.	 Return	by	the	time	indicated,	sign-in,	and	let	the	house	parent	on	duty	know	you	are	back.

Excursions	involving	transportation	by	anyone	other	than	an	Oak	Grove	staff	member	require	that	
parents	have	given	permission	via	the	Parent	Permission	and	Release	for	Riding	in	Vehicles	or	
Excursion	Specific	Permission	to	Ride.

OVERNIGHT STAYS

Overnight	stays,	when	not	supervised	by	an	OGS	staff	member,	require	that	another	adult	assume	
supervisory	responsibility	for	the	resident	student	under	their	care.		For	this	reason,	it	is	imperative	that	
residents	PLAN	AHEAD	so	that	all	necessary	permissions	can	be	completed	in	a	timely	manner.

1. At	least	two	days	IN	ADVANCE,	ask	permission	of	the	house	parent	on	duty	or	the	Director	of	
Residential Life.

2. The	house	parent	will	follow	up	to	get	a)	permission	from	the	parent/guardian	IN	WRITING*	
and	b)	confirmation	IN	WRITING*	from	the	“host”	family	that	they	will	assume	responsibility	
for the resident student under their care and provide adult supervision. The house parent will 
then give permission if it is appropriate.

3. If	permission	is	granted,	sign-out	on	the	Sign-Out	Board,	indicating	destination.
4. Return	by	the	time	indicated,	sign-in,	and	let	the	house	parent	on	duty	know	you	are	back.

*	In	writing	may	be	in	person	or	via	email	at	the	discretion	of	the	dorm	parents	but	must	include	the	
basic	information/consent	language	contained	in	all	necessary	permission	forms.	These	include:	
“Permission	for	an	Overnight	Stay”	(completed	by	the	parent/guardian	of	the	resident	student),	
“Temporary	Host	Responsibility	Form”	(completed	by	the	parent	of	the	student	being	visited)	and,	if	
the	overnight	stay	involves	transportation	by	anyone	other	than	an	Oak	Grove	staff	member,	the	“Parent
Permission	and	Release	for	Riding	in	Vehicles	Form”.
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TRANSPORTATION
A. Bicycles

A	bicycle	is	highly	recommended	for	personal	transportation	and	exercise.	A	bike	helmet	must	be	
worn	at	all	times	and	a	lock	is	recommended.	Bikes	are	stored	in	the	bike	storage	shed.	Riding	at	night	
requires	the	use	of	a	white	front	light	and	a	red	flashing	rear	light.

B. Skateboards

A	helmet	must	be	worn	when	skateboarding.		Students	may	not	skateboard	in	the	hallways	of	the	school	
campus.

C. Vehicle Policy

Residential students may not drive, keep, or store a car on or off campus while under school 
jurisdiction.	Students	may	not	store	cars	in	the	local	community	or	with	families	of	local	students.	No	
student	may	drive	a	car	on	to	or	off	campus	unless	he	or	she	is	accompanied	by	a	parent.

Families	are	encouraged	to	provide	Drivers’	Education	and	driving	practice	during	the	summer	months.	
In	certain	circumstances,	and	with	permission	of	the	school,	students	wishing	to	obtain	a	permit	and	
undertake	Drivers’	Education	while	a	residential	student	may	do	so	but	may	ONLY	drive	within	the	
limits	of	that	instruction,	with	the	instructor,	and	using	the	instructor’s	vehicle.

Residential	students	are	not	permitted	to	be	passengers	in	vehicles	other	than	school	staff	without	all	
required	documentation.		Please	make	sure	a	Parent	Permission	and	Driver	Responsibility	Form	is	
completed	by	the	parent/guardian	to	allow	the	boarding	resident	to	be	driven	by	particular	drivers.

D. Community Access

The	Village	of	Meiners	Oaks	and	a	small	shopping	center	are	within	walking	distance	of	Besant	House.	
Downtown	Ojai	is	a	short	bicycle	or	local	trolley	ride	away.	The	Ojai	Trolley	(small	bus)	service	picks	
up	passengers	near	Oak	Grove	School.		A	public	bus	service	runs	from	Ojai	to	Ventura	where	there	are	
large	shopping	centers	and	beaches.	In	order	to	take	advantage	of	the	easy	community	access	and	foster	
independence	in	our	students,	taxis	will	not	be	allowed	on	Wednesdays.
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E. Airport

Besant House provides complimentary transportation for students to and from LAX only on designated 
arrival	and	departure	dates.	The	2017-2018	arrival	and	departure	dates	and	times	are	as	follows:

Arrange	flights	home	in	the	evening,	departing	LAX	around	9:00	p.m.	or	after.	
Incoming	flights	to	LAX	should	arrive	between	9:00	a.m.	and	5:00	p.m.

THANKSGIVING BREAK	(November	23	–	November	26)
Boarders	leave	Wednesday,	November	25,	between	12:30	p.m.	and	6	p.m.	
Return	Sunday,	November	26,	after	1:00	p.m.
School	Resumes	Monday,	November	27

WINTER BREAK	(December	16	–	January	7)
Boarders	leave	Friday,	December	15,	after	1:00	p.m.	
Return Sunday, January 7, 2018 after 1:00 p.m. 
School Resumes Monday, January 8

SPRING BREAK	(March	24	–	April	8)
Boarders	leave	Friday,	March	25,	2018	between	4	and	6	p.m.	
Return Sunday, April 8, 2017 after 1:00 p.m.
School Resumes Monday, April 9

F. International Residents & I-20’s

Please	note	that	when	leaving	the	United	States,	residents	must	have	their	I-20	immigration	forms	
signed	annually	by	a	specified	staff	member	at	school	before	leaving.	All	such	documentation	(including	
passport)	should	be	kept	in	a	safe	place	in	the	student’s	room.	Houseparents	cannot	hold	such	items	
and	will	not	be	held	responsible	in	the	event	of	their	loss.	Exceptions	to	this	rule	can	be	considered	by	
request.

G. Hitchhiking

Hitchhiking is not allowed.

H. Transportation

One	of	the	benefits	Oak	Grove	School	has	to	offer	is	its	proximity	to	downtown	amenities	and	the	safety	
of	the	community	and	public	transportations.	We	would	like	to	encourage	students	to	take	advantage	
of the easy community access and foster independence and for these reasons, taxi use is not allowed on 
Wednesdays.	These	shortened	days	provide	an	opportunity	to	explore	Ojai	on	foot.	A	Besant	House	van	
shuttle	will	also	be	provided		on	Wednesdays	at	prearranged	times.

On	occasion		and	by	permission	a	taxi	may	be	used	to	travel	short	distances.	This	is	to	insure	that	a	
houseparent can reach a student in case of an emergency. 
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ROOMS

A. Besant	House	is	considered	to	be	the	private	home	for	residents	living	there. 
Privacy	is	to	be	respected	and	no	resident	should	enter	another	room	without	permission,	nor	
should	a	resident	enter	another	resident’s	room	unless	that	person	is	present.	Besant	House	is	off	
limits to all residents during the school day. 

B. Residents	should	bring	their	own:	pillow,	sheets,	mattress	pad,	towels,	and	a	bedspread. 

C. Each	room	is	furnished	with	a	bed,	mattress,	desk,	chair,	wardrobe	or	closet,	lamp,	and	window	
covering.	Most	dorm	rooms	are	fully	carpeted.	A	vacuum	cleaner	is	available	for	regular	cleaning	of	
floors. 

D. Residents	are	welcome	to	and	encouraged	to	bring	personal	articles	to	decorate	their	rooms	in	an	
appropriate	fashion.		However,	decorations	must	reflect	good	taste,	and	the	values	of	the	school.		
Alcoholic	beverage	and	tobacco	containers	and	drug	paraphernalia	are	not	considered	to	be	
appropriate	room	decorations	and	are	prohibited.	In	addition,	posters	that	depict	nudity	or	suggest	
acceptance	of	the	use	of	alcohol,	tobacco,	drugs	or	anti-social	behavior	are	not	permitted.	Candles,	
incense	or	other	combustibles	are	not	allowed	in	the	rooms	at	any	time.		Christmas	mini	lights	are	
not	allowed	as	decoration	inside	the	rooms,	per	the	fire	department	regulations.	Ask	Houseparents	
about	acceptable	methods	for	attaching	decorations	to	the	walls. 

E. All	personal	items	should	be	stored	in	your	own	room.	Common	areas	must	be	kept	clean	for	the	
use	and	enjoyment	of	all	residents. 

F. Tobacco,	tobacco	products,	matches,	and	lighters	are	not	allowed	on	or	in	the	Besant	House	
property, and the presence of these items will lead to disciplinary action. 

G. Each	resident	is	responsible	for	keeping	his/her	room	neat	and	clean.		This	means	that	clothes	must	
not	be	left	on	the	floor	and	should	be	kept	in	closets	and	dressers;	there	shall	be	a	general	neat	and	
tidy	appearance	to	the	room.	Music,	computers	and	lights	need	to	be	turned	off	when	residents	
are	not	in	their	room	(except	temporary	absences).	Bedroom	lights	must	be	turned	off	every	time	
students leave their room. Students are required to do a thorough room cleaning once per week 
that	includes	dusting,	emptying	trash	cans,		and	vacuuming.	On	Wednesdays,	room	checks	will	be	
performed. 

H. Resident-inflicted	damage	will	be	charged	to	the	resident.		The	resident	may	have	to	bear	the	cost	of	
repairs. 

I. In	the	event	that	a	suspicion	exists	that	a	school	rule	has	been	violated	or	a	resident	may	be	in	
possession	of	prohibited	or	stolen	goods,	that	resident’s	room	may	be	searched.	Similarly,	rooms	
may	be	checked	for	cleanliness,	neatness,	and	potential	safety	hazards.	The	resident,	by	accepting	
the room, acknowledges and allows this access. This includes the right to inspect the contents of 
locked	containers.	Inappropriate	materials	will	be	confiscated	and	not	returned. 
 



Page 106
Besant House Boarding Guidelines - 2017-2018

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

J. Residents	are	allowed	to	bring	small	sound	systems	to	Besant	House.		It	is	understood	that	this	
equipment	is	to	be	used	in	a	fashion	that	is	considerate	of	others.	Televisions,	desktops	and	large	
monitors	are	not	allowed.		Sound	equipment	will	not	be	used	before	7:30	a.m.,	during	study	
periods,	or	after	10:00	p.m.	(school	days).	The	use	of	personal	music	systems	throughout	the	day	
is	another	form	of	passive	entertainment	that	may	cause	one	to	withdraw.	One	person’s	“music”	is	
another	person’s	“noise,”	so	music	must	always	be	played	so	as	not	to	disturb	others.	If	music	can	
be	heard	by	others,	resident	may	be	asked	to	use	headphones. 

K. Cooking	in	your	room,	in	any	form	is	NOT	allowed.		All	types	of	cooking	appliances	and	
refrigerators are not allowed. 

L. Baskets	and	a	student	fridge	are	available	for	storing	non-meat	based	snacks.	Having	a	snack	in	
one’s	room	is	allowed	if	students	maintain	a	healthy,	clean	environment. 

M. It	is	understood	that	computers	are	allowed	primarily	as	educational	aides.	The	privilege	of	having	a	
computer	may	be	lost	if	it	is	abused	in	any	way.	For	computer	guideline	specifics	refer	to	Computer 
Use/Internet Access	below. 

N. While	we	recognize	the	emotional	and	therapeutic	advantages	of	a	pet,	it	is	in	the	best	interest	of	
the entire community, as well as for the cleanliness of the dorm, that we not allow residents to have 
any	type	of	pet,	including	fish,	in	their	rooms,	or	elsewhere	on	campus. 

O. Year-end	room	charges.	Charges	will	be	submitted	for	the	following:		furniture	damage/defacing,	
wall	damage/defacing,	missing/damaged	window	screens,	and	carpet	damage.	Charges	range	
from	$100	to	the	actual	replacement	cost	of	items	damaged.	All	charges	must	be	paid	prior	to	re-
enrollment at Oak Grove. 

P. Furniture	and	related	items	may	not	be	moved	from	room	to	room	without	the	approval	of	a	
Houseparent.

COMPUTER USE / INTERNET ACCESS
Passive	entertainment	has	become	one	of	the	biggest	obstacles	to	students	developing	good	study	
habits.	In	order	to	support	a	studious	atmosphere	in	the	dorm	and	to	encourage	students	to	make	good	
use	of	time	and	energy,	the	following	guidelines	for	computer	use	have	been	adopted:

A. The	use	of	the	Besant	House	Computer	Room	and	its	Internet	access	is	a	privilege. 
All	access	to	the	Internet	via	the	school	server	is	controlled	and	monitored	by	the	school.	Hours	
of	operation	are	at	the	sole	discretion	of	the	Houseparents	and	are	primarily	based	on	school	
performance.		No	food	or	drinks	are	permitted	in	the	computer	room.	All	equipment	(including	
ethernet	cables	and	printer)	settings,	connections	and	configurations	can	not	be	changed.

B. Any	abuse	of	the	computer	equipment	or	misuse	of	the	Internet	may	result	in	the	Internet	
connection	being	shut	down	and	the	closure	of	the	Computer	Room.

C. Computer	gaming	will	not	be	permitted	if	seen	to	conflict	with	the	planned	activities.
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D. No	computer	may	be	used	to	display	content	that	is	contrary	to	the	values	of	the	school	community.	
This includes material that is considered illegal, sexually explicit, graphically and exceptionally 
violent,	or	in	any	way	offensive	to	other	members	of	the	school	community.

E. Given	poor	academic	performance	or	continued	abuse	of	computer	privileges,	students	risk	the	loss	
of	their	personal	computers	for	a	specified	amount	of	time	or	for	the	duration	of	the	academic	year.

F. Oak	Grove	School	and	Besant	House	assume	no	liability	or	responsibility	for	residents’	audio	
equipment,	laptops,	software,	or	confiscated	games.

G. Personal	laptops	–	all	of	the	above	guidelines	apply.

DINING AND FOOD POLICIES

A. Vegetarian Diet

Oak Grove School adopts a vegetarian diet out of a general respect for living things and in keeping with 
the	wishes	of	the	school’s	founder,	J.	Krishnamurti.		Oak	Grove	students	are	not	required	to	become	
vegetarian;	however,	meat	is	not	allowed	to	be	consumed	on	campus,	during	school	events	or	at	Besant	
House.

The	school	has	an	awarding-winning	vegetarian	hot	lunch	program	that	is	enjoyed	by	both	day	and	
boarding	students	during	the	day	at	school.		Besant	House	also	maintains	a	vegetarian	diet.	This	
includes	a	balanced	diet	of	whole	grains,	fruits	and	vegetables,	and	a	wide	variety	of	full	protein	options	
including:	legume/grain	combos,	soy	(tofu,	etc.),	seitan,	dairy,	eggs,	and	more.

B. Food Choice

Residents’	food	preferences	are	taken	into	consideration	and	everyone	is	invited	to	participate	in	meal	
planning and preparation.  Care is taken to provide healthful and delicious meals, using organic foods 
whenever	possible.

C. Meal Attendance

Sitting	down	together	for	a	meal	is	a	valuable	opportunity	for	the	dorm	to	build	a	sense	of	community	
and	shared	experiences.	Breakfasts	are	served	buffet	style	or	are	self-service.	Weekday	lunches	are	
provided	on	the	school	grounds.		All	dinners	(except	Saturday	or	Friday)	are	sit	down	meals	served	
family	style	where	an	emphasis	is	based	on	community	building.		Dinner attendance is mandatory 
unless	a	resident	has	a	pre-arranged	activity	that	has	been	approved	by	a	Houseparent.		Residents	are	
responsible	for	washing	their	own	dishes.		Students	may	help	with	cooking	or	baking	treats,	etc.
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D. Kitchen

The kitchen at Besant House is typically reserved for meal preparation for the entire house. At certain 
times,	residents	may	have	access	to	the	kitchen.		The	following	guidelines	are	to	be	observed	at	all	
times:

• Food,	cutlery,	utensils,	bowls,	plates,	or	cups	should	not	be	removed	from	the	kitchen	at	any	
time. 

• The	kitchen	is	closed	between	4:30	–	6:00	pm	and	7:00	–	9:00	pm	every	evening	(except	
Friday	&	Saturday)	after	dinner,	and	is	open	again	open	for	30	minutes	following	Study	Hall	to	
enjoy	beverages	and	an	evening	snack.	Residents	are	expected	to	clean	up	after	themselves. 

• Food	may	not	be	taken	out	of	the	Dining	Room	into	the	dormitory.		However,	it	may	be	taken	
outside. 

• In	respect	to	our	school	mission	and	commitment	to	the	environment	and	sustainability,	
students are expected to separate trash, recycling, and compost into their proper receptacles.

E.  Resident Food Storage (Laundry Room)

A	separate	room	is	available	with	a	refrigerator	and	individual	closed	plastic	containers	for	residents	
to	store	any	vegetarian	items	they	choose	to	purchase	on	their	own.	This	room	can	be	used	at	all	times	
except during Study Hours and after 10:00 p.m. on Study nights. These snacks are to be eaten in the 
Dining Room or on the patio, or in one’s room if proper hygiene is followed.

VISITORS and DINNER GUESTS
A. Visitors and Dinner Guests

Visitors	and	dinner	guests	are	welcome	at	Besant	House	with	permission.	Visitors	must	sign	in	and	out	
upon arrival and departure.

B. Sleepovers

On weekend evenings, with permission from house parents, residents may have friends sleepover.

C. Day Students

Day students are welcome to visit their friends at Besant House after school and on the weekend. When 
visiting, day students are expected to follow all Besant House guidelines.
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Communication and Conflict Resolution Protocols

“Communication	is	not	only	the	exchange	of	words,	however	articulate	and	clear	those	words	may	be;	it	
is	much	deeper	than	that.	Communication	is	learning	from	each	other,	understanding	each	other;	and	
this	comes	to	an	end	when	you	have	taken	a	definite	stand	about	some	trivial	or	not	fully	thought-out	
act.” Krishnamurti, Letters to the Schools

In	line	with	the	school’s	intent,	a	mindful	approach	to	communication	and	conflict	resolution	is	
extremely important. For that reason, we have developed the following protocols.

Nurturing	students’	social	and	emotional	growth	by	actively	assisting	them	in	resolving	interpersonal	
conflicts	is	at	the	core	of	our	mission.	We	encourage	students	(and	parents)	to	see	conflict	not	as	
a	“problem”	but	as	an	“opportunity”	for	students	to	learn	about	themselves	and	others	and	their	
relationship	to	the	world.	It	is	an	opportunity	to	develop	communication	and	conflict	resolution	skills	
that will last them a lifetime.

WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY –
GENERAL	CONCERNS	AND	STUDENT	OR	PARENT	TO	TEACHER	CONFLICTS

Small	school	communities	such	as	ours	depend	on	honest,	reflective,	sensitive	and	caring	forms	of	
communication	between	students,	parents,	and	teachers	that	above	all	consider	what	we	are	modeling	
for	growing	children.	We	ask	all	members	of	our	community	to	consider	the	following	when	met	with	a	
concern	or	conflict.

Step One –	Asking	questions,	fact-finding,	and	clarifying	situations	before	taking	action:	In	the	world	
of	mediation	and	conflict	resolution,	it	is	often	the	case	that	a	conflict	could	have	been	avoided	had	the	
parties	involved	gathered	more	information.	Sometimes	a	concern	is	based	on	limited	information,	a	
misunderstanding,	or	a	rumor	followed	by	misinformed	reaction	that	then	escalates	into	conflict.	If	a	
student	or	parent	has	a	concern,	we	ask	that	the	first	step	taken	be	to	SPEAK	WITH	THE	PARTIES	
INVOLVED	WITH	AN	OPEN	MIND;	ASK	QUESTIONS	and	CLARIFY	before	passing	judgment	or	
passing information on to others. This approach can often resolve
concerns	before	they	become	conflicts.

Step Two –	Direct	communication	with	other	party:	When	a	genuine	concern	or	conflict	is	evident,	
THE	FIRST	ATTEMPT	AT	RESOLUTION	MUST	BE	DIRECTLY	WITH	THE	OTHER	PARTY.	
We	ask	that	students	and	parents	do	this	before	speaking	to	uninvolved	parties	which	frequently	
complicates	the	original	problem.	We	also	ask	that	communication	be	made	by	setting	up	a	face	to	face	
meeting	with	the	other	party.	PLEASE	DO	NOT	USE	EMAIL	TO	COMMUNICATE	SENSITIVE	
ISSUES.
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STUDENT TO STUDENT CONFLICT

Most	teachers	are	attentive	to	when	students	are	struggling	to	deal	with	an	interpersonal	challenge	but	
when	incidents	happen	at	school	that	teachers	may	not	be	aware	of,	students	are	encouraged	to	“ask	a	
teacher	for	help”	in	the	same	way	they	would	“ask	for	help”	with	an	academic	problem.	Students	can	
also ask for assistance from the Director of Residential Life and the Director of Secondary School. 
Teachers	can	only	assist	students	if	they	are	aware	of	the	conflict	a	student	is	dealing	with.	Parents	can	
help!	If	your	student	describes	an	interpersonal	problem	happening	at	school,	ask	them	what	adult	they	
spoke with and if they answer “no one”, please encourage them to speak with a teacher and “ask for 
help”.	Remember	that	conflict	is	a	part	of	life	and	learning.	When	you	hear	about	a	problem	from	your	
child,	help	them	bring	it	to	the	attention	of	a	teacher	so	that	teachers	can	help	with
fact-checking	and	exploring	feelings	and	needs	together.

STUDENT TO TEACHER CONFLICT

High	school	students	usually	represent	themselves.	A	meeting	should	be	arranged	directly	with	the	
teacher.	If	a	student	needs	help	in	making	this	direct	communication,	they	should	ask	another	adult	or	
their parents to assist.

STUDENT TO HOUSE PARENT CONFLICT

High	school	students	usually	represent	themselves.	A	meeting	should	be	arranged	directly	with	the	
house	parent.	If	a	student	needs	help	in	making	this	direct	communication,	they	should	ask	another	
adult or their parents to assist.

DISCIPLINARY ISSUES
A. Purpose of Discipline

The	discipline*	system	at	Besant	House	is	designed	to	be	educative,	not	punitive**.	Making	mistakes	
and	learning	from	the	experience	can	be	positive	and	constructive.	The	intent	of	all	disciplinary	action	is	
to	promote	the	personal	growth	of	all	members	of	the	community.

An	effective	discipline	program	should	enhance	the	residents’	problem	solving	skills	and	self-discipline.	
It	is	essential	for	the	well	being	of	all	residents	and	staff	that	each	person	accepts	responsibility	for	his/
her actions.  Residents are expected to show respect for their own property, the property of others, for 
the faculty, staff and for their classmates.

*	The	word	“discipline”	is	from	the	Old	French,	discere,	from	Latin	discipalus,	meaning	to	learn,	training	which	corrects,	
strengthens,	or	perfects.
**	The	word	“punitive”	is	concerned	with	punishment	or	penalties.		This	word	comes	from	the	Latin	punier	–	to	punish,	to	
inflict	pain,	loss,	or	suffering,	to	inflict	penalty.
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A	must	for	any	effective	discipline	system	is	the	establishment	of	consequences;	fitting,	appropriate	
consequences	for	inappropriate	behavior.

Consequences	will	be	given	only	after	efforts	have	been	made	through	a	combination	of	clarifications,	
reminders,	instructions,	warnings,	discussions	and	other	methods	to	rectify	the	behavior	in	question.

B. Consequences

Maturity	and	character	are	nurtured	and	developed	by	honorably	handling	the	consequences	resulting	
from	one’s	inappropriate	behavior.		When	a	resident	repeatedly	does	not	comply	with	Besant	House	
Guidelines,	then	consequences	are	the	natural	result.	Consistent	follow-through	of	the	appropriate	
consequence(s)	is	the	responsibility	of	the	Besant	Houseparents	and	the	Director	of	Secondary	School.

Houseparents will make every attempt to follow the guidelines and consequences in a fair and consistent 
manner.		In	certain	situations,	Houseparents	may	impose	a	consequence	based	on	a	resident’s	actions	
that	are	not	covered	in	these	guidelines,	or	additional	qualifications	to	a	consequence	may	be	imposed.	
Such	decisions	will	be	made	jointly	by	all	of	the	Besant	House	staff.

C. Secondary School Disciplinary Protocol

Serious	and/or	recurring	disciplinary	issues	at	Besant	House	will	be	resolved	through	the	secondary	
school	Disciplinary	Protocol,	included	in	the	Secondary	School	handbook	and	here.	The	director	of	
residential	life,	in	consultation	with	Besant	House	staff,	may	bring	disciplinary	issues	to	the	director	of	
the secondary school.

At	Oak	Grove	School	we	seek	to	resolve	behavioral	difficulties	without	the	use	of	punishment	and	
rewards.	At	all	times	we	strive	to	create	a	climate	that	is	safe	and	conducive	to	learning	for	both	staff	and	
students.	To	the	best	of	our	ability	we	avoid	the	use	of	fear-based,	coercive,	manipulative	strategies	and	
seek	to	understand,	together	with	the	students,	the	causes	for	behavior.	 When	behavioral	difficulties	
arise	our	intention	is	to	resolve	them	by	speaking	directly	to	the	person/student	involved	and	working	
things	out.	In	most	cases	issues	will	be	resolved	this	way.	Sometimes	they	will	not,	and	for	those	cases	
we have a disciplinary protocol.

A	major	offense	is	defined	as	an	event	or	a	series	of	events	that	violate	the	rules	of	Oak	Grove	School	as	
described	in	the	Besant	House	Guidelines,	Parent/Student	or	the	Secondary	School	Handbooks	and	is	
sufficiently	serious	for	staff	to	feel	that	the	Director	and	parents	need	to	be	involved.	Some	examples:	
repeated	instances	of	disruptive	behavior	that	have	been	addressed	by	several	teachers;	disrespecting	
teachers	and/or	peers;	non-compliance	with	teacher	requests;	refusal	to	do	homework;	cheating;	
cutting class.
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STEP 1: FIRST MAJOR OFFENSE

• The	matter	is	referred	to	the	Director	of	the	Secondary	School	by	staff.
• The	student	will	receive	a	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.
• There	will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.
• The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
• The	student	may	be	asked	to	go	home	for	the	remainder	of	the	day.

STEP 2: SECOND MAJOR OFFENSE

• The	student	will	receive	a	second	warning.	The	warning	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.
• There	will	be	a	call	or	email	home	to	the	parents.
• The	student	will	be	asked	to	write	a	reflective	essay.
• There	will	be	a	meeting	with	parents,	Director,	and/or	Advisor,	and	any	other	relevant	parties.
• An	agreement	will	be	created.

STEP 3: THIRD MAJOR OFFENSE

• If	the	student	violates	the	agreement	drafted	in	step	2	or	there	are	other	issues,	there	will	be	a	
disciplinary panel hearing.

• The	parents	will	be	contacted.
• The student will write an account of what happened.
• The	Head	of	School	and	Director	will	appoint	the	members	of	the	disciplinary	panel.
• The	student	will	appear	before	the	panel	and	has	the	right	to	bring	someone
• with	them	who	can	be	their	advocate.	Usually	this	will	be	a	parent.
• The disciplinary panel will decide on the appropriate consequence for the offense. Suspension 

and	expulsion	are	two	possible	rulings.
• The	panel	will	document	its	decision	and	a	copy	will	go	in	the	student’s	file.
• The Head of School needs to approve the ruling.

STEP 4: FURTHER OFFENSES

• In	the	case	that	the	disciplinary	panel’s	ruling	in	step	3	was	not	expulsion,	any	further	offenses	
are	brought	before	the	panel.

• The	procedure	will	be	identical	to	step	3.

The	following	offenses	will	be	directly	brought	before	the	disciplinary	panel:	drug	and	alcohol	use;	
instances	of	verbal	or	physical	violence;	possession	of	weapons.	On	occasions	when	the	offense	is	severe	
enough	to	give	cause	for	safety,	at	the	discretion	of	the	Head	of	School,	a	student	may	be	asked	to	leave	
the school without convening a disciplinary panel.

The	final	decision	regarding	the	status	of	a	student	asked	to	leave	the	school	will	be	at	the	sole	
discretion of the Head of School who will meet with the family in the presence of a witness.
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Possible consequences may include: 

Loss of Privilege
Students who demonstrate a lack of concern for the expectations of the school may have any or all their 
privileges restricted or removed.

Suspension
Students who are suspended may not attend class or school events. Work missed during suspension 
must	be	made	up	without	outside	assistance	from	the	teacher.	Any	class	material	that	is	discussed	
during	the	suspension	needs	to	be	obtained	from	classmates.	However,	any	homework	assignments	
or	exams	missed	while	suspended	cannot	be	completed	and	will	result	in	a	failing	grade	for	those	
assignments	or	exams.	This	consequence	may	be	recommended	to	the	Head	of	School	by	the	Secondary	
School	Director	and	the	Disciplinary	Protocol	Panel.	Suspension	for	behavioral	infractions	will	be	
reported to the colleges to which the student is seeking acceptance.

Probation
Students	whose	behavior	demonstrates	serious	or	recurring	disregard	for	the	spirit	or	the	expectations	
of	the	Oak	Grove	School	community	will	be	placed	on	probation.	Students	who	commit	a	subsequent	
major	disciplinary	protocol	violation	while	on	probation	are	likely	to	be	suspended	or	expelled	from	
school.

Expulsion
The	Secondary	School	Director	and	the	Disciplinary	Protocol	Panel	may	recommend	expulsion	for	
a	serious	violation,	even	on	the	first	offense	or	if,	in	their	opinion,	a	student’s	continued	presence	
is detrimental to Oak Grove School or to the student involved. When expulsion is recommended, a 
student	is	automatically	suspended	in	the	case	that	the	situation	needs	to	be	reviewed.	During	the	
suspension	period,	the	Head	of	School	will	review	the	matter	with	those	involved	before	reaching	a	final	
decision.	The	final	decision	regarding	the	status	of	a	student	asked	to	leave	the	school	will	be	a	the	sole	
discretion of the Head of School, who will meet with family in the presence of a witness.

Disciplinary Reporting Policy
Oak	Grove	School	reports	major	disciplinary	protocol	measure	taken	to	any	college,	university,	
scholarship program, or educational program that requests such information. The information is 
reported	at	the	time	of	the	application.	Major	disciplinary	measures	include,	but	are	not	limited	to,	
suspensions and expulsions occurring while the student is enrolled in grades nine through twelve. 
When	such	measures	are	taken	after	the	initial	college	application	has	been	sent,	Oak	Grove	School	
provides	updated	information	reflecting	the	change	in	student’s	status.



Page 114
Besant House Boarding Guidelines - 2017-2018

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

C. Examples of Minor Conduct Violations

Conduct	Code	Issue Residents:
Personal	Hygiene • Must	obtain	parental	approval	to	get	piercings,	permanent	hair	

dye,	tattoos,	or	any	other	bodily	change.
• Cannot	make	any	bodily	changes	in	the	house.

House Entry • Must use only the front door or the patio doors to leave the 
house	unless	they	have	specific	Houseparents’	approval.

• Must not leave or enter the house through their window, the 
back	door,	or	the	side	door	except	in	the	case	of	an	emergency	
or	with	specific	Houseparent	approval.	Must	not	tamper	with	
locks.

Driving & Riding • Must	have	the	correct	forms	completed	before	driving	with	a	
person under the age of 25, or who is not a parent.

Viewing	&	Sharing	
Pornography

• Cannot	view	pornography	of	any	kind	(i.e.,	on	the	computer,	in	
magazines,	etc.)

Violence • Must not speak to a Houseparent in an aggressive manner.
• Must	not	intentionally	damage	school	or	another	person’s	

property
Smoking Cannot	use	tobacco	products	of	any	kind	on	or	off	campus

 

D. Examples of Major Conduct Violations 

• Residents may be immediately removed from Besant House
• The issue is dealt with by the Disciplinary Panel.

Conduct	Code	Issue Any	of	the	following	activities	are	considered	Major	Conduct	Code	
Violations

Drugs The	use	of	alcohol,	marijuana,	any	illegal	drug,	or	prescriptions	
(without	a	valid	prescription).

Major	Violence The willful causing of serious physical or emotional violence, 
property	damage,	or	theft.	Intentionally	hurting	another	person	
physically	(I.e.,	slapping,	pulling	hair).
Intentionally	hurting	another	person	emotionally	(i.e.	insults,	racial	
slurs,	bullying,	homophobic	comments,	sexist	comments,	etc.)

Sexual Conduct Inappropriate	sexual	activity.
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MEDICAL ISSUES
A. Medical Information and Insurance

Parents	are	asked	to	accurately	convey	all	information	regarding	medical	services	and	needs	on	the	
Medical	Information	Form	provided	in	the	Boarder’s	Packet.	All	boarding	residents	are	required	to	
have	medical	insurance	and	an	insurance	card	in	their	possession	while	at	Besant	House.	International	
residents	are	required	by	law	to	have	medical	insurance	while	in	the	United	States.	Information	about	
resident	insurance	plans	is	available	upon	request.

It	is	the	parent’s	responsibility	to	ensure	that	the	resident	and	the	Houseparents	are	informed	of	the	
scope	of	medical	coverage	and	the	amount	of	co-pay	required.

B. Illness and Injury

At	Besant	House	we	understand	the	importance	for	both	parents	and	students	that	illness	be	addressed	
with care and immediacy. While the realities of dormitory limitations do not allow for the same level 
of	comfort	a	student	might	feel	at	home,	we	will	always	do	our	best	to	ensure	both	the	physical	safety	
and	sense	of	care	in	regard	to	the	health	of	our	students.	When	injured	or	ill,	the	Houseparent	on	duty	
must	be	informed	immediately.	The	Houseparent	will	determine	whether	or	not	the	illness	is	serious	
enough	to	warrant	a)	going	to	the	Main	House	(minor	illnesses)	or	b)	staying	home	at	Besant	House.		If	
it	is	determined	that	the	student	is	too	ill	to	go	to	school	or	go	to	the	infirmary	at	school,	a	houseparent	
or	substitute	will	care	for	them	at	Besant	House.	If	a	resident	becomes	ill	at	school,	the	Director	of	
Secondary	School	must	be	informed	and	the	resident	may	return	to	Besant	House	only	if	permission	is	
given	by	the	Director	of	Residential	Life.	Otherwise,	the	resident	must	remain	at	school	and	can	rest	
in	the	Main	House.	In	emergency	situations,	residents	will	be	taken	to	the	nearest	emergency	center,	
located a short distance from the campus.

Residents	who	miss	school	due	to	illness	or	injury	are	expected	to	spend	most	of	the	time	resting	in	bed	
for	the	entire	day	and	evening.	If	a	resident	misses	two	or	more	days	of	school	in	succession	or	more	
than	three	days	in	a	one	month	period,	they	will	be	required	to	visit	a	doctor.	

Students	with	illnesses	that	have	a	lengthy	convalescent	period	will	be	sent	home,	or	to	the	home	of	their	
guardian, until they are well enough to resume school.

Families	will	be	charged	an	Infirmary	Fee	of	$100	a	day	for	extended	or	multiple	illnesses	that	require	a	
Houseparent	or	substitute	to	care	for	a	student	at	Besant	House	more	than	5	days	in	a	semester	period.

Students who are excused for medical reasons from either the Fall or Spring camping trips, must make 
arrangements to stay with their a parent or guardian as Besant House is closed during these weeks.

Students	who	checkout	for	the	weekend,	and	become	too	ill	to	return	to	Besant	House	on	time	Sunday	
evening,	must	have	a	written	doctor’s	excuse	prior	to	being	allowed	back	in	Besant	House.
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For	the	protection	of	the	students,	all	illnesses,	accidents,	injuries,	doctor’s	visits	or	treatments	that	
occur	away	from	school	must	be	reported	to	a	Houseparent.

C. Medications

All	prescription	and	non-prescription	medications	are	to	be	turned-in	to	the	Houseparents	and	will	
be	dispensed	according	to	a	doctor’s	prescription.		Houseparents	must	be	given	the	Doctor’s	contact	
information,	and	be	able	to	communicate	directly	with	the	Doctor	who	has	prescribed	any	medication	
for a Besant House resident.

Oak	Grove	School	policy	states	that	no	prescription	drugs,	or	over-the-counter	medication	of	any	
kind,	may	be	kept	in	the	resident’s	rooms.		Houseparents	may	dispense	over-the-counter	medications,	
including	herbal	and	natural	supplements,	tonics,	and	remedies,	as	needed.

MISCELLANEOUS
A. Guidelines Philosophy

All	guidelines	are	established	for	the	safety	and	well	being	of	all	residents.		A	secondary	concern	is	for	
the environment and for personal and school property. Every effort is made to avoid unnecessary rules 
and	regulations.		In	addition,	it	would	be	a	disservice	and	an	injustice	not	to	clearly	and	comprehensively	
publish	and	review	with	residents,	all	Besant	House	Guidelines	and	behavior	expectations.

B. Custody

In	the	case	of	separated	or	divorced	parents,	the	school	will	deal	with	whomever	maintains	legal	
guardianship	of	the	resident,	as	per	official	court	documents.

C. Additional Guidelines

Additional	regulations,	which	are	adopted	by	the	school	and	announced	to	the	residents	are	just	as	
important	and	binding	as	those	printed	in	this	handbook.

D. Subject to Change

This	handbook	may	be	changed	or	revised	without	prior	notice.		Changes	will	be	communicated	in	a	
timely manner.

— § —



Page 117
Besant House Boarding Guidelines - 2017-2018

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

HI
GH

  S
CH

OO
L  

BO
AR

DI
NG

 

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ALL-SCHOOL SECONDARY BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

Intentionally	left	blank



Page 118
2017-2018 Edition

AL
L—

SC
HO

OL
  H

AN
DB

OO
K

PRESCHOOL KINDERGARTEN SECONDARY ALL-SCHOOL BOARDING ELEMENTARY 

SISTER SCHOOLS

Krishnamurti started several other schools around the world. Should you wish to visit or contact any of 
them, here are the addresses. 

 
Brockwood	Park	School	    
Bramdean near Alresford    
Hants,	SO24	OLQ	 	 	 	 	
Besant Avenue
UK       
www.brockwood.org.uk
 
Rishi	Valley	School
Rishi	Valley	517352
Chittoor District
Andhra	Pradesh,	India
www.rishivalley.org

Rajghat	Education	Centre	&	Rajghat	Besant	
School
Rajghat	Fort,		 	 	 	 	 	
Varanasi	221	001.	Uttar	Pradesh	 	 	
India	 	 	 	 	 	 	
www.rbsvaranasi.com

Sahyadri School 
BIBI	(CHAS)	Taluka
Rajgurunagar	District:
Pune	413	510	India
www.sahyadrishchool.org

The	School-KFI	
Damodar Gardens
Adyar, Chennai 600 020
India
www.theschoolkfi.org

The	Valley	School
17th KM Kanakapura Rd.
Thatguni	Post,	Bangalore
560	062	India
www.thevalleyschool.in

Bal	Anand	(KFI)
28 Dongersey Rd.
Malabar	Hill,
Mumbai,	400	006,	India
www.kfionline.org/schools/balanand.asp

Pathashaala	School	(KFI)
Pathasalai	Street,	Vallipuram,
Thirukazhukundram Taluk,
Kancheepuram District 603 405
Tamil	Nadu,	India
www.pathashaala.pcfl-kfi.org

http://www.brockwood.org.uk 
http://www.rishivalley.org 
http://www.rbsvaranasi.com 
http://www.sahyadrishchool.org
http://www.theschoolkfi.org 
http://www.thevalleyschool.in 
http://www.kfionline.org/schools/balanand.asp 
http://www.pathashaala.pcfl-kfi.org
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Appendices

A CLIMATE FOR INQUIRY

The	young	are	inheriting	a	complex	world.	It	is	a	world	in	which	rapid	technological	progress	goes	
hand-in-hand	with	environmental,	social,	economic	and	political	crises.	Must	the	young	take	the	world	
as	it	is,	accepting	an	education	that	enables	them	to	‘fit	in’	to	society,	or	can	they	learn	to	question	
deeply	what	they	see	and	respond	creatively	out	of	a	sense	of	personal	integrity	that	enables	them	to	
meet	whatever	life	may	bring?

Our children will face a future that we can hardly imagine, one that will require them to adapt, change 
course,	change	jobs,	make	room	for	the	new	and	hold	multiple	perspectives	in	play.	A	traditional	
education	that	simply	requires	students	to	take	in	information	and	retain	it	for	testing	just	won’t	do.	We	
are	increasingly	called	upon	to	recognize	ourselves	as	members	of	an	inter-dependent	world	community	
with	responsibilities	to	the	whole,	not	just	our	small	part.	As	our	founder	J.	Krishnamurti	pointed	out	–	
we	are	the	world.

We feel passionately that students need an approach to education that captivates student interest and 
helps	them	develop	the	life-long	practices	of	self-discipline,	hard	work,	commitment,	and	stick-to-
itiveness	as	well	as	those	more	subtle	practices	of	looking	at	problems	from	multiple	perspectives,	
grappling	with	ambiguity	and	recognizing	that	the	truth	of	things	needs	deep	and	abiding	exploration.	
For	that	reason	our	curriculum	offers	opportunities	for	inquiry	and	project-based	learning	and	we	
augment traditional testing with authentic assessment practices such as portfolios, demonstrations of 
learning	and	exhibitions.	Our	teachers	are	facilitators	and	coaches,	emphasizing	depth	over	coverage,	
and	our	students	are	empowered	with	self-responsibility	and	ownership	of	their	own	learning.

At Oak Grove School we are committed to educating young people to meet life as a whole. Academic 
excellence	is	absolutely	necessary,	but	equal	importance	is	given	to	an	ongoing	inquiry	into	the	way	we	
live our daily lives. Within the caring environment of Oak Grove School, students are encouraged to 
reflect	on	their	own	thoughts,	feelings	and	actions	and	on	those	of	others.	Oak	Grove	offers	a	setting	
where students and staff can learn to live and work together harmoniously and intelligently. This 
process	is	liberating,	for	with	growth	in	awareness	and	understanding	of	our	behavior	we	can	discover	
the	immense	potential	of	life	and	our	possibility	of	living	it	to	the	fullest.
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It	is	becoming	more	and	more	important	in	a	
world that is destructive and degenerating that 
there	should	be	a	place,	an	oasis,	where	one	
can learn a way of living that is whole, sane and 
intelligent. Education in the modern world has 
been	concerned	with	the	cultivation,	not	of	
intelligence,	but	of	intellect,	of	memory	and	its	
skills.	In	this	process	little	occurs	beyond	passing	
information from the teacher to the taught, the 
leader	to	the	follower,	bringing	about	a	superficial	
and	mechanical	way	of	life.	In	this	there	is	little	
human relationship.

Surely	a	school	is	a	place	where	one	learns	about	
the totality, the wholeness of life. Academic 
excellence	is	absolutely	necessary,	but	a	school	
includes	much	more	than	that.	It	is	a	place	where	
both	the	teacher	and	the	taught	explore	not	only	
the	outer	world,	the	world	of	knowledge,	but	also	
their	own	thinking,	their	behavior.	From	this	they	
begin	to	discover	their	own	conditioning	and	
how it distorts their thinking. This conditioning 
is the self to which such tremendous and cruel 
importance is given. Freedom from conditioning 
and	its	misery	begins	with	this	awareness.	It	is	only	
in such freedom that true learning can take place. 
In	this	school	it	is	the	responsibility	of	the	teacher	
to sustain with the student a careful exploration 
into the implications of conditioning and thus end 
it.

A school is a place where one learns the 
importance	of	knowledge	and	its	limitations.	It	is	
a	place	where	one	learns	to	observe	the	world	not	
from any particular point of view or conclusion. 
One	learns	to	look	at	the	whole	of	man’s	endeavor,	
his	search	for	beauty,	his	search	for	truth	and	for	a	
way	of	living	without	conflict.	Conflict	is	the	very	
essence	of	violence.	So	far	education	has	not	been	

concerned	with	this,	but	in	this	school	our	intent	
is to understand actuality and its action without 
any	preconceived	ideals,	theories	or	belief,	which	
bring	about	a	contradictory	attitude	toward	
existence.

The school is concerned with freedom and order. 
Freedom	is	not	the	expression	of	one’s	own	
desire,	choice	or	self-interest.	That	inevitably	
leads to disorder. Freedom of choice is not 
freedom,	though	it	may	appear	so;	nor	is	order,	
conformity or imitation. Order can only come with 
the insight that to choose is itself the denial of 
freedom.

In	school	one	learns	the	importance	of	
relationship	which	is	not	based	on	attachment	
and	possession.	It	is	here	one	can	learn	about	the	
movement of thought, love and death, for all this 
is our life. From the ancient of times, man has 
sought	something	beyond	the	materialistic	world,	
something	immeasurable,	something	sacred.	It	
is the intent of this school to inquire into this 
possibility.

This whole movement of inquiry into knowledge, 
into	oneself,	into	the	possibility	of	something	
beyond	knowledge,	brings	about	naturally	a	
psychological revolution, and from this comes 
inevitably	a	totally	different	order	in	human	
relationship, which is society. The intelligent 
understanding	of	all	this	can	bring	about	a	
profound change in the consciousness of 
mankind.

The	original	Intent	was	written	by	J.	Krishnamurti	
in	1975	when	Oak	Grove	School	was	founded.	It	
was	revised	by	Krishnamurti	and	the	school	staff	
in	1984	to	its	present	form.	

THE (ORIGINAL) INTENT OF OAK GROVE SCHOOL
BY J. KRISHNAMURTI
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The intent of the Oak Grove School is to provide 
students with the skills necessary to function 
in the modern world, and at the same time to 
provide a foundation for inquiry into the perennial 
questions of human life. Consistent with the views 
of its founder, J. Krishnamurti, the school does 
not	subscribe	to	any	creed	or	ideology.	Rather,	it	
assists students in investigating enduring human 
issues	with	originality	and	an	open-minded	spirit.	
The Oak Grove School focuses on:

1.	 Intellectual	depth/aesthetic	and	
environmental sensitivity. These 
complementary elements are acquired through 
the pursuit of excellence in academic work 
and	experience	in	music,	drama,	the	fine	arts,	
ecology and outdoor education.

2.	 Social	responsibility	and	emotional	
stability.	These	are	fostered	through	close	
relationship	between	students	and	teachers	as	
well	as	close	contact	between	school	and	home,	
and	the	development	of	the	ability	to	observe	
oneself	and	one’s	conditioning.

3.	 Physical	vitality	and	knowledge	of	the	
human	body.	These	are	acquired	through	
sports,	games	and	regular	exercise;	outdoor	
experiences such as hiking, camping and 
gardening;	health	education	and	a	sound	diet.

These	areas	of	emphasis	establish	a	safe	
environment from which to initiate individual and 
collective inquiries into the deepest questions 
that	face	human	beings	while	still	providing	the	
academic skills so necessary to function in our 
immediate world. We strive for a noncompetitive 

atmosphere where physical, emotional and 
intellectual safety exists and where there is respect 
for	students’	different	levels	of	development.

In	his	sixty	years	of	involvement	with	various	
schools around the world, Krishnamurti returned 
again and again to the themes that are central 
to his work: the fundamental importance of 
establishing	right	relationship	among	human	
beings;	sensitivity	to	nature	and	responsibility	
toward	the	environment;	the	conditioning	of	
the	individual	by	society,	and	by	his	or	her	own	
subjective	demands;	the	function	of	images	and	
concepts	in	daily	life;	the	roots	of	psychological	
suffering	at	the	individual	and	collective	level;	
inward	freedom	and	order;	the	significance	of	
death;	and	the	questions	of	a	quality	of	mind	not	
bound	by	time	and	circumstance.

Those	responsible	for	the	Oak	Grove	School	
are committed to providing an educational 
environment in which students feel free to raise 
and investigate all of these issues, and any others 
of a similar nature. The format for this inquiry may 
develop	from	subject	matter,	a	personal	problem,	
or spontaneous curiosity. There is no formal 
curriculum	for	presenting	Krishnamurti’s	work,	
and	no	student	is	required	to	“be	interested”	in	
Krishnamurti. The school maintains that true 
inquiry	cannot	be	forced	or	artificially	constructed	
in any way. Any collective endeavor in this area 
must	be	mutually	forthcoming	and,	therefore,	
free.

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY (1984)
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